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There's no doubt about it, with Dark and Lovely i 
Moisturizing Reioxer, you con kiss dry hair goodbye. ■ 
Its exclusive Moisture Seal Technology locks 
moisture into every strand every time you relax. So 
hair is noticeably softer, shinier, and yes, unbelievably 
healthy looking. 
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WHERE THE SIDEWALK AND CATWALK MEET 

Available Now at Macy's, Dillard's, Man Alive, City Blue, ^ Jays and Against All Odds •$» WWW.DERE0N.COM 




sessions with celebrities! 
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Ranked Most Appealing Mid-size Car' with available touch-screen 
navigation with XM real time NavTraffic " reporting, Intelligent Key 
" -■^^ ' with Push Button Ignition and an award-winning 270-hp V6 with 
CVT'-all wrapped in style. If they think you stand out now, wait until they 
see you drive off. NissanUSA.com 



The New 
Nissan Altima 



NISSAN 



SHIFT individuality 



'Nissan Altima Sedan received Urn highest nun . M', ,i sr i >rn among mid-st?e cars in the proprietary J,D. Power and Associates 2007 Automotive ftyform a nce. Execution and Layout Study-. Study based 
responses fixm 91,335 new vehicle owners, measuring 250 models and measures opinions of consumers after 90 days of owr>eiBfiip. Propnetaiy study results are based on experiences and perceptions 
of consumers surveyed in February-May 2007. Your expenences may vary. Visit jdpower.com "XM NavTraffic " turKtionatity not available m all markets. "WardsAuto.com. 2007 Nissan, ttie Nissan Brand 
Symbol, "SHIFT." tagline and Nissan model names are Nissan trademarlts. Always wear your seat belt, and please don't dnnk and dnve. < 2007 Nissan North AmerK:a, Inc. 
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Bored at work? 



.buiti iias yUlil LidCi 



RELIVE 



the weekend by updating your 
blog game at VIBE.com/community. 



CHECKOUT I READ 



VIBE'S top 

music videos 
of all time. 
Plus, vote 
for your own 
faves. 



extended 
Interviews with 

CIARA.KIM 
KARDASHIAN, 
TRACY MORGAN, 
and others. 



KEEP the tunes poppin' with Web- 
exclusive albums, singles, and videos. 

AND... It gets freaky when Pretty 
Ricky's Spectacular, Baby Blue, and 
Slick'em answer all your romantic 
questions. Have one? E-mail the 
boys at prettyrickyg)UIBE.com. 
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FEATURES 
103 // MADE MEN 

ROBERT DE NIRO and CURTIS "50 CENT" JACKSON 

on acting, being, and Righteous Kill 

By Danyel Smith. Photographed by Jake Chessum 

110 // STRAIGHT OUTTA PALESTINE 

JACKIE SALLOUM's Palestinian-rap documentary, 
SllngShot Hip Hop. brings the noise. By Harry Allen 

114 // A BALTIMORE LOVE THING 

Paying homage to HBO's The Wire. By Chhs Ryan. 
Photographed by Olugbenrd Ogunsemore. PLUS: The 
music of The Wire— and 10 moments never to be forgotten. 

★7 // AND THE WINNER IS... 

A HOLLYWOOD EXTRAVAGANZA 

TRACY MORGAN is way more than delirious. 
By Damien Lemon. JILL SCOTT gets her detective 
on. By Tonya Pendleton. TYLER PERRY's vertical 
integration. MARA BROCK AKILs good Game. TV's 
bilingual revolution. How ENTOURAGE breaks new 
music. International cinema. PLUS: Our 2008 picks 
for Tinseltown glory, including: KIM KARDASHIAN, 
ANDRE "3000" BENJAMIN, PAULA PATTON, JAMIE 
HECTOR, and RAVEN-SYMONE, AND NOT TO 
MENTION: What's next for EDDIE MURPHY, DENZEL 
WASHINGTON, HALLE BERRY, ANGELA BASSETT, 
BENICIO DEL TORO, JADA PINKETT-SMITH, DON 
CHEADLE, QUEEN LATIFAH, MARTIN LAWRENCE, 
and JAMIE FOXX. Illustrated by Andy Friedman 




Photographed by CHRIS BUCK in NYC on Decembl? 

Sweatsuit by 086 UNDERWEAR 
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HERE AND ON COVER: 
Photographed by JAKE CHESSUM 

In NYC on January 7. 200B 
Oe Niro: Suit, shirt, tie, and 
shoes, all by GIORGIO ARMANI 
5D Cent; Suit, shirt, and tie. all by 
TOM FORD: shoes by VSL 



Sean and John Scott 




Converse One Star 
military stiirt 24.99/26.99 



graptiic tee 14.99/16.99 

denim jeans 34.99 

DX oxford shoes 29.99 

jersey zip-front hoodie 22.99/24.99 

slub pique polo 17.99/19.99 

skate V shoes 39.99 



Expect More. Pay Less. 
Every star has a story. 
Get their stories at 
Target.com/onestar 



Flora Hanitizo 
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Converse One Star 
henley tunic 22.99 
boot-cut jeans 32.99 
DX oxford shoes 34.99 



Expect More. Pay Less? 
Every star has a story. 
Get their stories at 
Target.com/onestar 



Gena Olivier 



evaryone is a. star 




Expect More. Pay Less. 
Every star has- a story. 
Get their stories at 
Target.com/onestar 



Converse One Star 
tank 14.99 
cami dress 24.99 , 
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Based on a True Story 

www.vibe.com/vbooks 



UIBG 
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wherever books are sold 
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D. Sconon. also known as The SmoovGrhyminal. 
is an Emcee. DJ. multi-instrumentalist, and 
all-around entertainer. Since his early days of 
singing in the church youth choir. S.C. has 
heen inspired and fascinated by the power 
of music. It allows one to entertain and get 
the crowd moving while conveying a strong 
message. The goal of this artist is to harness 
that power by combining both his lyrical 
skill and musical training to create original, 
positive, and smoov tracks. He breaks down 
stereotypes and shuns worn-out topics, as 
his rich, clean sounds fill your ears. Smoov 
is determined to be heard because like he 
says. "A rhyme is a terrible thing to waste." 
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character? 
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ADVERTISEMENT 




WE ARE FAMILY. 



VIBE's community is flyer, fresher, cuter and livelier than all those other wack online 
communities. We are the VIP section of social networking sites. Join the VIBE family 
and link up with other readers, staff and celebs, comment on articles, post videos 
and pics, write blogs, send private messages via VIBEMAIL, politic, send props or 
start beef - in other words, do you. All you gotta do is create a profile on VIBE.com 
- it's the only hip hop and R&B go-to spot you'll ever need. AND! Sign up now and 
for a limited time receive a FREE copy of VIBE Magazine in digital format! So... why 
aren't you there right now? 




www.vibe.com/community 
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YOUR ROAD TO SUCCESS MAY BE BUMPY. 
YOUR SHAVE SHOULDN'T BE, 




03.08 
EDITOR'S LETTER 



CANT STOP 
THE PROPHET: 
Love it when we have 
a canine in the fashion 
closet {shout-out to 0). 




ANALYZE THIS 



Last year we didn't produce a Hollywood Issue 
because we were celebrating our 1 50" issue and 
wanted to focus on all sorts of musical things. 

So, this year we wanted to come out for 
Hollywood — swinging. 

We did not want to do the same old thing. 

We brainstormed. 

We came up with Mara Brock Akil (page '12) 
because she writes and directs the spectacularly 
frank comedy The Game (The CW), perhaps the 
most underrated show on television. We came 
up with Tracy Morgan (page *8) because crazy 
tickles our funny bone. We came up with a trib- 
ute to The Wire (page 114) because almost 
everyone on the staff swears by It. Had to get 
Lauren London (page 118) in there. Had to see 
what all the bigwigs — Denzel Washington, Don 
Cheadle, Jennifer Hudson, Will Smith, Angela 
Bassett, Forest Whitaker (see the news on 
page *25) — were up to. Because the Internet 
has obviously completely upended the way we 
view and interact with music videos, we gathered 
foo many fun facts about the era in which televi- 
sion video channels ruled (page 54). 

And because it's way more than just the latest 
Hollywood cause celebre, we've laid out tor you. 
in no uncertain terms, why It's pasf tinne for you 
to "go green" (page 69). 

We came up with 50 Cent because of 



Righteous Kill, the film he stars in this summer 
with Robert De Niro, Al Pacino, Donnie 
Wahlberg, and John Leguizamo. Then we asked 
ourselves, as we often do about any given 
cover, What would kick it up a notch? What 
would make our Hollywood Issue bigger, even, 
than Curtis Jackson? 

And that's when we came up with De Niro. De 
Niro because he's been The Godfather. Because 
he was Neil McCauley in 1995's Heaf. Because 
he was Al Capone in 1987's The Untouchables. 
De Niro because everyone from Jeezy to Lil Jon 
to Jay-Z name-checks him in songs. De Niro 
because he's De Niro. We put De Niro and 50 
together because, as I often say: VIBE claims all, 
always has, always should. 

It was a pleasantly undramatic afternoon. 
Cover shoots are often tense, full of profound 
negotiations over everything from cuff links to 
bubbly water to hummus to the exact tempera- 
ture of the room. But there was a lot of laughter 
on the set (photographer Jake Chessum is the 
bomb). De Niro's presence was businesslike but 
warm (pretty much all he requested for the day 
was a black car with no tint on the windows and 
a copy of tfiat day's New York Times). He seri- 
ously resisted having his hair slicked back for the 
camera — and then just as seriously relented. 50 
was in a charming mood (this is his sixth VIBE 



cover), and his usually high-strung crew was so 
chill around De Niro, I wished I could invite him to 
every G Unit shoot. De Niro even wore 50's 
watch for a series of snapshots. They had jokes, 
and tfiey looked amazing togetfver. We knew 
they would. 

See you next issue. To paraphrase Puffy 
(or Diddy. if you must): It only gets stronger — 
it only gets more intense. And fun. 




Best wishes, 

Danyel Smith 
Editor-in-Chief 



P.S. Would like to welcome to the VIBE 
staff Mark Shaw as Art Director and 
Caria Shackleford as Managing Editor. 
And to Janelle Grimmond on her promo- 
tion from Fashion Assistant to Associate 
Market Editor-congratulations. 
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e author of Dark. 





The hardest thing 
in the world is 
coming in from 
the cold 





STRKKT I.IT 



"The title character of Jasper's 

taut, brutal inner-city 

character study is trying hard to 
preserve a shred of purity and decency, 
but the mean streets of Washington, 
D.C. make it a tough proposition... 

Authentic and inematically 
convincing details 

underpin Snow's inner struggle." 

- Publishers' Weekly 
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APPLE BOnOMS GIRLS 

Available at: 

The Bon-Ton Stores 
Cookies Department Stores 
Dillard's 
Or Jays 
Macy's 
www.applcbottoms.com 
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AKADEMIKS BOYS 

Available at: 
The Bon-Ton Stores 
Cookies Department Stores 
Macy's 
One Stop 
Unica 
www.akademiks.com 



THE ENYCE CLOTHING CO. 

Now you can shop for Enyce clothing on Enyce.com! 
Check out our new Shop site to get the latest looks 
from Enyce for men and women. You will find exclu- 
sive product on line that you may not find at your local 
retailer. Sign up to receive updates for online shopping 
promotions and discounts when you go to Enyce.com. 






Available at: 






Macy's 

Nationwide 






DTLR 

Nationwide 






Shiekh 

West Coast 






Man Alive 

Nationwide 






Eblens 

New England 




www.enyce.com 
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L-R-G: ROOTS AND EQUIPMENT 


Our slogan is simple, "underground inventive, over- 
ground effective." At L-R-G we want to focus on 
the ones that are trying to pay their rent with their 
passions. Think of us as a support group for the inde- 
pendent and underground culture. 




Available at: 






Against All Odds 

Nationwide 






Dr. Jay's 

New York City 






Macy's 

Nationwide 




1 Thie 

1 San Francisco, CA 
1 Up Against The Wall 


1 Washington, D.C., Virginia, Los Angeles 









DER^ON 

Available at: 

Against All Odds 
D.E.M.O. 

Dr. Jay's 
Macy's 

Man Alive 
Up Against the Wall 
www.dereon.com 



PELLE PELLE 

Available at: 

DTLR 

Farucci Studio 

Los Angeles, CA 

Man Alive 

Man Plus 

New York, NY 

Mr. Alan's 

www.pcMcpelle mm 



Roca^iueaR 

ROCAWEAR 

Available at: 
Against All Odds 
D.E.M.O. 
Jimmy Jazz 

Macy's 
Man Alive 




AALIYAH 



Aaliyah broke through as an 
alternative to the burgeoning 
neo-sold movement of the 
early 90's with her sensual 
voice and trendsetting tomboy 
style. Penned and produced by 
Missy Elliot and Timbaland, she 
would go on to sell more than 
80 million records worldwide. 




PHARREll 



Always ahead of the curve from 
the runway to the subway Pharrell 
Williams has emerged as a pop- 
culture fashion icon. He was named 
Esquire Magazine's Best Dressed 
Man of 2005 and his luxury cloth- 
ing lines BBC and ICE CREAM are 
an extension of his spaced out 
musical wizardry. 



SNOOP DOGG 

You know the name and the 
game. Though his style is often 
unattainable, drawing inspiration 
from the Parliament/funkadelic 
collective and west coast pimps, 
Snoop still manages pull it off 
adding the specs to mask his 
"state of mind." 



KANYEWEST 

As vocal as he's been about his 
music so too has Kanye been about 
his threads and on both accounts 
he's led by example. With his 
rumored "Pastellle" clothing line 
set to drop early next year Kanye is | 
sure to clone millions of Wayfarer 
wearing hipsters. 






FAB 5 FREDDY 

Fab 5 Freddy made his mark as 
a popular graffiti artist using the 
tags "Bull 99" and "Fred Fab 5." 
After bombing subway cars and 
city walls for some time, Fab was 
introduced to the downtown scene 
hooking up with the likes of Andy 
Warhol, Blondie, and Keith Haring. 
Fab would later put the worid onto 
his spec game in the popular 80's 
flick WILD STCLE. 




TONELOC 



The second rap act to ever 
reach #1 on the billboard album 
charts, TONE LOC laced his first 
album, Loc'd After Dark, with hit 
singles "Wild Thing" and "Funky 
Cold Medina." Born Anthony 
Smith, Tone Loc earned the 
nick-name "LOC" which refers 
to the black shades often found 
In his stage get up. 




KOOLMOEDEE 

One-Third of the Treacherous 
Three, Kool Moe Dee is best 
known for his on-stage battle 
with crowd motivator Busy Bee 
Starski, a performance cited 
as the pivotal moment in the 
development of the Battle Rap. 



EAZYE 



One of the founding fathers of gangsta 
rap, EAZY E not only put the world on 
to black life on the west coast but also 
west coast street fashion sporting the 
staple L.A. Raiders fitted cap, black 
hoodie, and black shades. 
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1 ALBERT AND ALLEN HUGHES, 

AKA THE HUGHES BROTHERS 

Representing: Detroit 

Definitive VIBE El^ Flick: Menace 11 Society 

(New Line Cinema, 1993) 

If Vou Don't Know, Now Vou Know: 

The Hughes Brothers originally tapped Tupac 

Shakur to play the role of Sharif in Menace 11 

Society but dropped him after the icon got into a 

physical altercation with Allen Hughes. 

Dont Miss: American Pimp (Seventh Art 

Releasing, 1999) and from Hell 

[20'" Century Fox, 2001). 

On Deck: The post-apocalyptic thriller The Book 
of Eli (Warner Bros, Pictures, 2009). 



B MICHAEL MANN 

Representing: Chicago 

Definitive VIBE Era Flick: Heat 

(Warner Bros. Pictures, 1995) 

If You Dont Know, Now Vou Know: 

One of Mann's earliest gigs was as a writer 

on '70s cop drama Starslty B Hutch (ABC). 

Dont Miss: The Zns/der (Touchstone, 1999), 

Ali (Columbia Pictures, 2001), and Collateral 

(DreamWorks SKG, 2004), 

□n Deck: Depression-era crime drama Public 

Enemies (Universal Pictures, 2009), based on the 

critically acclaimed 2004 Bryan Burrough book 

of the same name, and starring Johnny Depp as 

legendary outlaw John Oillinger. 



11 TAKASHI MIIKE 

Representing: Osaka. Japan 

Definitive VIBE Era Flick: Odishon. aka 

Audition (AFDF, 1999) 

If You Dont Know, Now You Know: 

The controversial Japanese director, who's 

known for his influential blood-gushing graphic 

imagery, has a cameo in the wildly violent horror 

film Hosts; (Screen Gems, 2005). 

Dont Miss: Koroshiya 1, aka Ichi the Killer 

(Prenom H Co. Ltd., 2001) and the Dead or Alive 

trilogy (Oaiei Motion Picture Company, 1999- 

2002). 

On Deck: Fantasy film Kamisama no pazuru, aka 
God's Puzzle (Avex Entertainment, 2008). 



E QUENTIN TARANTINO 
Representing: Los Angeles 
Definitive VIBE Era Hick: Pulp Fiction 
[Miramax, 1994) 

If You Dont Know, Now Vou Know: 

Self-proclaimed kung-fu film fanatic Tarantino 
dropped out of high school at the age of 18. 
Dont Miss: Reservoir Dogs (Miramax, 1992) 
and Kill Bill: Vols. IBS (Miramax, 2003 and 
2004). 

Look Out For: Tarantlno's long talked-about 
World War II film. Inglorious Bastards (The 
Weinstein Company, 2009), 

3 F. GARY GRAY 

Representing: South Central Los Angeles 
Definitive VIBE Era Hick: Friday 
(New Line Cinema, 1995) 
If You Dont Know, Now You Know: 

Gray has directed more than 30 music videos 
for artists including Ice Cube, Dr. Dre, and TLC. 
Dont Miss: Set It Off (New Line Cinema, 1996), 
The Negotiator (Warner Bros. Pictures, 1998), 
and The Italian Job (Paramount, 2003). 
On Deck: The long-awaited sequel to The Italian 
Job: The Brazilian Job (Paramount, 2009). 

4 SPIKE LEE 
Representing: Brooklyn, N.V. 
Definitive VIBE Era Flick: C/ockers 
(Universal Pictures. 1995) 

If Vou Dont Know, Now You Know: 

Lee. the Godfather of modern African-American 

cinema, appeared briefly in A Tribe Called 

Quest's 1992 video for "Scenario." 

Dont Miss: She's Gotta Have It (Island Pictures, 

1986), School Daze (Columbia Pictures, 1988), 

Do the Right Thing (Universal Pictures, 1989), 

Malcolm X (Warner Bros. Pictures. 1992), '4 Little 

Girls (HBO. 1997). and Inside Man (Universal 

Pictures, 2006). 

On Deck: Miracle at St. Anna (Buena Vista, 
2009], the story of four African-American 
soldiers who get trapped in a Tuscan village 
during WWII. 

5 DAVID FINCHER 
Representing: Marin County, Calif. 
Definitive VIBE Era Flick: SeVen 
[New Line Cinema. 1995) 

If You Dont Know, Now You Know: 
Fincher turned down the chance to direct 
Satmon Begins, a look that ultimately went to 
a similarly dark talent. Christopher Nolan. 
Also Check Out: Fight Club (20'" Century Fox, 
1999), Panic Room (Columbia TriStar, 2002), 
and Zodiac (Paramount, 2007). 
On Deck: The Curious Case of Benjamin Button 
(Paramount, November 2008), a fantasy-drama 
featuring Brad Pitt as a man who starts 
aging backward. 



7 JOHN WOO 
Representing: Hong Kong 
Definitive VIBE Era Flick: Face/Off 

[Paramount, 1997) 

If You Dont Know, Now You Know: 

Long before his dynamically choreographed violent 
action films influenced everyone from Tarantino 
to the WachowskI Brothers, the Hong Kong 
legend made his 1973 directing debut on The 
Young Dragons, a martial-arts movie 
choreographed by a then unknown Jackie Chan. 
Oont Miss: A Better Tomorrow (Cinema City. 198B), 
The Killer (Film Workshop, 1989), Hard-Boiled 
[Golden Princess, 1992). and Mission: Impossible II 
[Paramount. 2000) 

On Deck: Red Cliff (China Film Group, 2008), a war 
epic set during the last days of China's Han Dynasty. 

8 KASI LEMMGNS 
Representing: Boston 
Definitive VIBE Era Flick: Eve's Bayou 
(Trimark, 1997) 

If Vou Dont Know, Now You Know: One of the 

few African-American women directing films today, 

Lemmons started out as an actress and had one of 

her first roles in Spike Lee's School Daze. 

Dont Miss: The Caveman's Valentine [Universal 

Pictures, 2001) and Talk to Me (Focus Features, 

2007). 

On Deck: The Jailhouse Lawyer (Paramount, 
November 2008), which follows a convict as he 

tries a high-profile case. 

9 JOEL AND ETHAN COEN, 
AKA THE COEN BROTHERS 
Representing: Minneapolis 

Definitive VIBE Era Fiick: The Big Lebowski 
(Gramercy, 1998) 

If You Dont Know, Now You Know: Prince was 
rumored to have appeared in a scene from the 
fellow Minneapolis natives' Fargo (Gramercy, 
1996)-as a dead body. 

Dont Miss: Raising Arizona (20'" Century Fox, 1987), 
Fargo, 0 Brother, Where Art Thou? [Buena Vista, 
2000). and No Country for Old Men (Miramax. 2007). 
On Deck: A return to the Coen Brothers' comedic 
chops in the CIA tragicomedy Burn After Reading 
[Ascot Elite, 2008), starring Brad Pitt, George 
Clooney, and Frances McDormand. 

10 LARRY AND ANDY WACHOWSKI, 
AKA THE WACHOWSKI BROTHERS 
Representing: Chicago 

Definitive VIBE Era Hick: The Matrix (1999) 
If Vou Dont Know, Now VIdu Know: The Matrix 
trilogy has grossed an insane 31.6 billion worldwide. 
Dont Miss: Sound (Gremercy, 1998) and The 
Matrix Reloaded (Warner Bros. Pictures, 2003). 
On Oecic: The CGI-meets-live-action Speed Racer 
(Warner Bros. Pictures, May 2008), based on the 
popular 1960s Japanese animated series. 



12 ANTOINE FUQUA 
Representing: Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Definitive VIBE Era Flick: Training Day 
(Warner Bros. Pictures, 2001) 

If You Dont Know, Now Vou Know: 
Fuqua was originally set to direct Denzel 
Washington and Benicio Del Toro in American 
Gangster (Universal Pictures, 2007), but left the 
set over creative differences. 
Dont Miss: The Replacement Killers (Columbia 
Pictures, 1998) and the Fuqua-produced 
Bastards of the Party (HBO, 2006). 
On Deck: Escobar (J2, 2009), an Oliver Stone- 
backed project based on the rise and bloody fall 
of the Infamous Colombian drug lord. 

13 FERNANDO MEIRELLES 
Representing: SSo Paulo, Brazil 
Definitive VIBE Ere Hick: Cidade de Deus. 
aka City of God [Miramax, 2002] 

If You Dont Know, Now Vou Know: 
The Oscar-nominated Melrelles got his start 
directing a popular Brazilian children's 
television show. 

Oont Miss: The television series Cidade dos 
Homens, aka City of Men (Globo Filmes, 2002- 
2005), The Constant Gardener (Focus Features, 
2005). 

On Deck: Blindness (Miramax, August 2008), 
based on the lauded novel in which a doctor's 
wife becomes the only person left with sight 
after a mysterious illness hits a city. 

14 ROBERT RODRIGUEZ 
Representing: Austin, Texas 
Definitive VIBE Era Flick: Sin City 
(Dimension. 2005) 

If You Dont Know, Now You Know: 

His 1992 breakthrough El Mariachi 
(Columbia Pictures) cost a mere $7,000 
to shoot. 

Dont Miss: Oesperado (Columbia Pictures, 
1995], From Dusk Till Dawn (Dimension, 199B), 
and Spy Kids (Dimension, 2001). 
On Deck: Sin City S (MGM. 20091. 

15 TYLER PERRY 
Representing: New Orleans 
Definitive VIBE Era Flick: Madea's Family 
Reunion (Lionsgate, 2006) 

If You Oont Know, Now You Know: Perry is 

one of the first African-Americans to own and 

operate his own film studio-the aptly named, 

Atlanta-based Tyler Perry Studios. 

Dont Miss: Why Did I Get Married? (Lionsgate, 

2007) and Diary of a Mad Black Woman 

(Lionsgate. 2005), which he wrote and acted 

in, though didn't direct. 

On Dsck: Raucous family comedy Meet the 

Browns (Lionsgate, IVIarch 2008), based on 

Perry's successful stage play. 
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at&t 



Your world. Delivered. 



AT&T 

Create Your Digital World 

What does your digital world look like? Create it 
through a series of interactive questions based on how 
you use technology at att.com/digitalworld. See what 
other people's worlds lock like - even celebrities - and 
interact with them. 

Once you've created your digital world - represented 
Dy a colorful strand - you can post it to other pages 
and let people see what you're all about. Everybody 
lives in a digital world. The question is - what can 
AT&T do for yours? 



attcom/digltalworld 



RSRV 

Available at: 

Fred Segal 

Los Angeles & Santa Monica 

Vinnle's Styles 

Brooklyn. NY 

Leaders 1354 

Chicago, IL 

Sneaker Villa 

Philadelphia. PA 

True 

San Francisco, CA 

'■'■vv;, rsrv.com 



VIBE COMMUNITY 

WE ARE FAMILY. 

VIBE'S community is flyer, fresher, cuter and 
livelier than all those other wack online 
communities. We are the VIP section of social 
networking sites. Join the VIBE family and link up 
with other readers, staff and celebs, comment 
on articles, post videos and pics, write blogs, 
send private messages via VIBEMAIL, politic, 
send props or start beef - in other words, do 
you. All you gotta do is create a profile on 
vibexom - it's the only hip hop and R&B go-to 
spot you'll ever need. AND! Sign up now and 
for a limited time receive a FREE copy of VIBE 
Magazine in digital format! So. . . why aren't you 
there right now? 

www.vibe.com/oommunity 




VIBE TV 

Watch never-before-seen footage of your favorite 
VIBE celebs! See Diddy warm up his muscles in the 
boxing ring, Tl look cute in his three piece suit. Lloyd 
croon a cappella. and more. Visit vibe.com/vibetv 
to start viewing now. 



RAY-BAN 

Available in five different colors, the new edition 
Ray-Ban Wayfarer reproduces the original version 
from every point of view. 

www.ray-ban.com 



SHADYi 



ltd. 



SHADY LTD. 

www.shadyltd.com 




IRIE TV NETWORK 

YOUR EYE ON THE CARIBBEAN 

Watch the latest Caribbean news, sports, entertain- 
ment anywhere in the world on IRIE TV Network. 
All you need is high speed Internet and a set top 
l}ox to start enjoying television programs from 5 
Caribbean countries and 30 content providers. Log 
on to irie-tv.Gom or call 1888-IRIE-TV. 

irie-tv.com 




NEW CREATION RECORDS 

New Creation Records is a new millennium music 
production and distribution company in the Atlanta 
area specializing In reggae, hip hop & R & B. We 
nurture the creative vision of all our artists and we 
strive to release exciting, cutting edge, obscenity- 
free music that will empower fans worldwide. 



VIBE WEEKLY DROP 

Can't wait for the next issue of VIBE Magazine to 
hit newsstands? Sign up to receive our weekly VIBE 
Drop E-newsletter! We'll bring you the latest news & 
blogs on hip-hop and entertainment straight to your 
inbox each week. 

vibe.com/newsletter/subscribe.html 
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THE GUEST LIST 



We asked this month's 
contributors: What was your 
FAVORITE MOVIE as a kid? 




DAVID CORVING 

"The Gaonies CWarner Bros. 
Pictures, IBBSJ, because It 
la Just so funny. Definitely 
a classic' 

WHO: VIBE photo intern 
WHAT: The third-year student 
at Brooks Institute in Santa 
Bart>ara. Calif., slept at the 
office overnight to ensure the 
images for our special vGreen 
section "Ring the Alarm" were 
on point (page 69). 
SEE: corvinophoto.com 




MEMSOR 
KAMARAK^ 

"Barbarella 
(Paramount, IBBBl 
'Oevruclfy the 
angel or Fll melt 
your face' Is one 
of the lines. I made 
that Into a sang." 
WHO: VIBE 
Fashion Director 
WHAT "Mems" 
imagines a magical 
and supremely funky 
land for "Up, Up, and 
Away" (page 1 1 8) — 
with Lauren London center stage. 
BEHIND THE SCENES: Yes, the world 
of fashion can be an endless orgy of drop- 
dead gorgeous models, exotic photo 
shoots in faraway locations that can't be 
found on a map as well as the best in 
designer opulence. But as thirtysomething 
Kamarak6 — who has also put in work for 
Ralph Lauren and Kimora Lee Simmons — 
attests, it's a daily battle to keep the pages 
of VIBE looking impeccably fly. "The day of 
the Lauren London shoot (which also 
features Tank and Teyana Taylor), everything 
that could go wrong, did," he says. "But 
you have to know you can always pull it off, 
which Is in my DNA." It's a t>eautiful thing. 



DAMIEN LEMON 

'That has to be A Christmas Story 
IMGM/UA, IBBBJ. It mas the obsession 
for one particular gift on Christmas. 
I think most kids Identify with that.' 

WHO: Writer/Comedian 

WHATi The former VIBE advertising and marketing exec digs deep into 
the comedy of the capricious Tracy Morgan for "Delirious" (page "8). 
ALSO SPOTTED IN: Spin 
SEE: myspace.com/dlemoncomedy 



OLOGB^NRd OGUNSEMORE 

"iMy family was very religious, so J masn 't 
attorned to watch much television or see 
films. Now, as an adult, I'm a huge fan of 
The Wire (HBOJ. 
WHO: Photographer 
WHAT: The Detroit native commands 
the camera for "A Baltimore Love 
Thing" (page 114), our tribute to the 
best show on television. 
ALSO SEEN IN: Fast Company, ESPN 
the Magazine, and ad campaigns for 
adidas. Puma, and Dell 
SEE: olugbenrophotography.com 
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...AND MORE! 
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DIGITAL PLER & 
"MINI" UIBB MAGAZINE 
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Ving Rhames 

Star of film, television and 
wherever else he appears. 




15 years of classic 
VIBE interviews... 
raw and uncut. 




www.vibe.com/vbooks 
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THE ULTIMATE SOUNDTRACK 
TO OUR HOLLYWOOD ISSUE 




4 CUTS FROM 
FILMS STAR- 
RING ROBERT DE 
NIRO (PAGE 103): 

"All Along the 
Watchtower" by 
The JImi Hendrix 
Experience, from A 
Bronx Tale (Epic) 
"(I Can't Get No) 
Satisfaction" by Devo, 
from Casino (lyiCA) 
"Inside My Love" by 
Minnie Riperton, from 
Jackie Brown (Warner 
Bros.) 

"Mannish Boy" by 
Muddy Waters, 

from Gooctfellas 
(Atlantic) 




4 SONGS THAT SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN NOMINATED 
FOR AN OSCAR (MCE B6): 

"Hopeless" by Dionne Farris. from 
Love Jones: The Music (Sony) 
"Juice (Know tfie L^dge)' by 
Eric B. & Rakim. from Juice: 
Original Motion Picture 
Soundtrack (Soul/MCA) 
■To Sir, With Love" by LuIli. 
from To Sr With Love 
(Sin-Drome) 
"Who Wants to Live 
Forever" by Queen, from 
Highlander: The Original 
Scores (E.A.R.) 



1CUT 
FROM 

THE WIZ 
(PACE 118) 
SOUND- 
TRACK 
THAT COT 
US OUT OF 
OUR SEATS 
DURING OUR 
FASHION 
SHOOT: 
"You Can't Win 
by Michael 
Jackson (MCA) 




3 CLASSIC RECORDS THAT 
DESERVED A . lOEO 

(MGE 54): 

"Cold Blooded" by Rick James (Motown) 
"Make It Last Forever" by Keith Sweat 
feat. Jacci McGhee (Elektra) 
"Patiently Waiting" by 50 Cent feat. 
Eminem (Shady/Aftermatti/lnterscope) 



2 DEFINITIVE CLASSICS FROM DEL 
■ :■ -S 

(PAGE 99) HIEROGLYPHICS CREW: 

■ 93 Til Infinity" by Souls of Mischief (Jive) 

■ That's How It Is" by Casual (Jive) 





5 SONGS PERFORMED 
ON SATURDAY 
NIGHT LIVE DURING 
THE >RGAN 
(PAGE *8) ERA: 
Crazy In Love" by Beyonce 
feat. Jay-Z (Columbia) 
"Hit Me Off" by New Edition 
(MCA) 

Travelin' Soldier" by Dixie 

Chicks (Epic) 
Ms. Jackson" by OutKast 

I LaFace) 

' The National Anthem" by 
Radiohead (Capitol) 



3 SONGS FROM CHILD 
ACTORS— IN THE 
SPIRIT OF RAVEN- 
SYMONE (PAGE *18): 

"City Connection" 
by Emmanuel 
Lewis (SMS) 
"Da Doo Ron Ron' 
by Shaun 
Cassidy (Warner 
Bros.) 

"See You Again" 
by Miley Cyrus 

(Disney) 



1S0NG WRITTEN 
BY ) 
(PACE 94) BEFORE 
SHE MADE HER 
RECORDING DEBUT: 
"Ice King" b> Res (MCA) 



riBJE. Buy these tracks (and more) 

at viBE.coM/Tnusic/piayList5. 
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Maxell's legerKiary performance has taken center stage at House of Blues''. 

Created with the most advanced digital technologies, Maxell media and accessories offer maximum power, 
precision and performance. That's why Maxell is an official sponsor of the legendary House of Blues. 
Maxell. Where maximum performance lives. 
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"HAVE WE FORGOTTEN THAT 
CELEBRITIES ARE HUMANS, 
TOO? DID VIBE REALLY NEED TO 
REMIND THEM OF THE WORST 
PARTS OF THEIR YEAR?" 



WORD ON THE STREETS 

I jiisi linished reading your tabloid issue, and 
1 must SUV. it was the first VIBE issue I ever read 
from cover to cover. If you all continue to keep 
it tresh and new. y'all can't go wrong. Thanks for 
giving us something to talk about tor 2008. 

Born l\dedore 
Comstock, A'.}' 

I was disappointed by this flimsy wannabe 
"tabloid" issue. I found it to be a w.iste i>f paper 
and time. If I wanted some superficial, shallow, 
unentertaining tabloid. I would pick it up at a 
supermarket. I want the time back that I spent 
leafing through this sad excuse lor an issue. 

SLiceWmdu 
via VlBE.com 



WE love; 



YOUR MAIL!!! 

We value your opinions, questions, and thoughts. So 
send letters to VIBE MAIL, 215 Lexington Ave., New 
York, N.Y., 10016, e-mail us at VIBE@vibe.com, or 
leave comments on our FACEBOOK or MYSPACE 

pages. Include your full name, address, and daytime 
phone number. Any and everything sent to us tjecomes 
the property of VIBE MEDIA GROUP. 



I appreciate that you have Mr, West, the king 
of MCs on the fi'ont of the tabloid issue. ^X'hilc Jay, 
Bcyoncc, Rihanna, and T.I. are great arti.st-s, no one 
takes the cake in tabloid media like fly boy Kaync 
West. RIP to his mother. Donda West, and I can't 
w-ait to see how hard he comes back in 2008. 

Shnretl Higgin 
Greenwood, Mo. 

Have we forgotten that celebrities are humans, too? 
Did VIBE really need to remind them of the worst 
parts of their year? These negative thin^ arc already 
overly publicized. VIBE does not need to be a part 
of the media bashing. 

ChocLace 
via nBE.com 

llie concept of the Jaiiuan' issue was cool and enter- 
taining, but I rciilly hope this isn't what I have to 
look forward to for the rest of the year. When you 
think o( tabloids, you think of lies and deceit — 
\'1BH h.is always shown itself to be above that level. 

Je>->y Lowe 
Hioiliiigdon. Pa. 

The only thing hot about this issue was the 
cr()ssword puz/Jc! 

AB223600 
via l lBEcom 



DON'T STOP TIL YOU GET ENOUGH 

The article about the trials and tribulations 
of Kcyshia Cole ("Hell's Angel," by Danyel 
Smith, December 2007) was the best-written 
article I've ever read in VIBE. It let her fans know 
how hard it really is for some people to make it. It 
takes true talent to overcome all those fears and 
become such a successful artist, 

Danielle 

via VIBEcom 

I'd like to thank Ms, Cole (or her music and 
her example. Mimi 

via VIBEcom 



15 MINUTES 

Here's your shot at 15 minutes of 
fame and shine. Send us a drawing, 
painting, photo, or graphic that 
relates to or is inspired by an article 
or topic in any issue of VIBE. Your 
creativity just may t>e showcased 
here. Include your name, the title of 
your submission, your inspiration, 
and contact info. Below: Lil Wayne 
by Toy Factory of Miami. (V Icons, 
March 2007) 
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The debut novel from a New Orleans rap legend... t-Murder keeps it TRU his first time out the gate!" 

-K'Wan. bestselling author of Gangsta 



"From the projects to the State Pen, straight with no cut...this is as real as it gets. You can stamp this 'Hood Certified'!" 

- KaShamba Williams, bestselling author of Gnmey 



"If you've never experienced N'awlins, you will after reading Death Around The Corner^ 

- Kwame league, author of The Adventures of Ghetto Sam 

T-Murder got that piff, you know what it is - that fire!" 

- B.L.U.N.T., author of A Dead Man's Vengeance 
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What was the first 
music x/ideo ever? 




ues singer Bessie Smith appears in the 16- 
An Saint Louis Blues (RKO Radio Pictures), which 
tires a performance of her hit song of the same name. 



193B: During one scene in 
the film version of Show Boat 
(Universal Pictures), the cam- 
era pans around Paul Robeson 
singing "01' Man River" as 
dock workers mouth the lyrics 
to the song. 

IS^Os: "Soundies," 
created for the Panoram visual 
jukebox, are first introduced. 
They are short films of musical 
acts, usually jazz musicians, 
performing. 

19B6: Tony Bennett is 
filmed in Hyde Park, London, 
as his 1953 hit "Stranger in 
Paradise" plays. The recording 
is later broadcast by 
television stations in both 
the United States and 
the United Kingdom. 

1959: Radio jock/singer J. 
R "The Big Bopper" 
Richardson reportedly first 
coins the term "music 
video" in a British music 
magazine article. 



19GOs: The Scopitone, a 
special jukebox equipped with 
the ability to play 16mm films, 
is first introduced. 

19S1: Rock singer Ricky 
Nelson records a clip for his 
'Travelin' Man," featuring 
images of the worid set to the 
vocals, causing many people 
to label this the first official 
music video. 



196^: The Beatles star in 
A Hard Day's Night (United 
Artists), the first major motion 
picture from the band, which 
uses live action sequences 
accompanied by their music. 
Throughout the '60s, the 
group also releases a series of 
promotional films for songs 
like "Strawberry Fields 
Forever" and "Penny Lane." 
Bob Dylan ("Subterranean 
Homesick Blues"), The Who 
("Happy Jack"), The Doors 
("Break On Through"), and The 
Rolling Stones ("We Love 
You," "Child of the Moon") 
create promo clips as well. 

19'70s: The Sonny & 
Cher Comedy Hour (CBS) ani- 
mates music videos for hit 
songs. Meanwhile, bands like 
Pink Floyd and Queen couple 
concert footage with simple 
visual effects to continue the 
trend of creating promotional 
videos for specific songs. 



13S1: 

. IS launched %• 
in America. The ^ 
first music video evui 
broadcast on the station 
is, fittingly, ia79's 
"Video KiUed The 
Radio Star" by 
The Buggies 





August 1, 1981. One minute past midnight. With a grip of marketing research, a modest $30 
million investment from Warner Amex Satellite Entertainment Company (formed by Warner and 
American Express) and easy access to low-cost programming in the 
form of music videos (thanks to MTV president Robert Pittman, who 
convinced record companies to hand over free promo rock clips in 
exchange for the publicity), the words of WASEC Executive Vice 
President John Lack buzzed through 500,000 television sets across 
the country: "Ladies and gentleman, rock and roll... " On that night, MTV, 
which now operates more than ISO channels worldwide, was born. 



At the start, MTV had just 250 music clips to rotate-including 30 from Rod Stewart. 





Who was 
the first 
hiphopVJ? 



(A) John "J.J." Jackson 

(B) Oarius "Big Tigger" Morgan 

(GJ Frederick "Fab 5 Freddy" Brathwaite 
(0) "Downtown" Julie Brown 
(E) "Uncle" Ralph McDaniels 
(Fl Carson Oaly 
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THE HELLCAT THE TUCSON TUSSLER THE SANDY SQUIRE THE YOUNG AMERICAN 



IS OLD SPICE HAIR AND BODY 
WASH RIGHT FOR YOU? 

YES. NO MATTER WHAT HAIR/BODY PROFILE YOU HAVE, OLD SPICE HAIR AND BODY WASH IS RIGHT FOR YOU. 




THE AFROCALYPSE THE BIFURCATOR THE PERIMETERIAN THE SENTINEL 




THE TWIN SPIDERS THE PALEOLITH THE ARCHIPELAGO OLD SPICE HAIR AND BODY 

WASH. FOR HAIR AND/OR 
BODY. OR BOTH. 

LEARN MORE 

0SHAIRB0DYMETRICS.COM 




What makes Michael Jackson's 
"Thriller" clip the best ever? 

Twenty-five years ago, the King of Pop released "Thriller," 
a video many still consider the BEST EVER. His masterpiece 
has INFLUENCED everyone from Chris Brown to prisoners 
in the Philippines (YouTube it]. Here's a rundown of how one 
video changed the look of all videos forever 



1 CLASSIC ALBUM Jackson and producer (and VIBE founder) Quincy Jones 
spend the summer of 1982 in Los Angeles' Westlake Recording Studios creating 
Thriller (Epic), the follow-up to their first collaboration, Off the Wall (Epic, 1 980). 



1 SEMINAL HORROR FLICK After seeing John 
Landis' An American Werewolf in London (Universal 
Pictures, 1981), Jackson decides to style the video 
for his album's title track after the monster movie. 





SSGG.GGO BUGGET 

Jackson recruits Landis to 
direct the most expensive 
music video ever shot at the 
time (see sidebar) — well above 
the $50,000 typically allotted 
for music videos. The final cut 
runs for nearly 14 minutes. 



1 PLAYBOY 
CENTERFOLO 

Ola Ray, the "Playmate 
of the Month" in June 
1980, is cast as 
Jackson's petrified, 
screaming girlfriend. 





1 5TAR-STUD0ED, BUZZ-GENERATING GALA 

On November 25, 1983, a celebrity contingent, including 
Eddie Murphy, Diana Ross, and Wan-en Beatty, watch 
the premiere of Thriller" at a Los Angeles movie theater. 



1 OSCAR-WINNING MAKEUP 
ARTIST To recreate the costumes 
of American Werewolf, the film's 
special effects wizard Rick Baker 
makes menacing zombie prosthet- 
ics. He also crafts Jackson's 
memorable latex werewolf 
transformation within the video. 

18 PROFESSIONAL 
GANGERS, 4 POP 
LOCKERS...ANO 1 
GLOVEG WONDER 

Michael Peters, the 
Tony Award-winning 
talent behind Broadway's 
Dreamgiris, choreo- 
graphs all the video's 
dance numbers. 



THE "THRILLE 
video is shown ar 
20 million copies 
total. Last month, 
album, bonus ren 




What's 
the most 
expensive 
music video 
ever made? 

When Michael and Janet 
Jackson joined forces to 
create an unforgettable video 
for "Scream," the first single 
from MJ's 1995 double album, 
History: Past, Present and 
Future, Book 1 (Epic), they 
really did make history. 
Directed by Mark Romanek, 
the video featured a wildly 
stylized sci-fi theme that re- 
quired a computer-generated 
spaceship, morphing artwork, 
and shattering guitars and 
vases. At $7 million, "Scream" 
reigns as the most expensive 
music video of all time and cost 
more than the third and fourth 
most expensive videos (Puff 
Daddy's 1997 "Victory," $2.7 
million and Mariah Carey's 
1999 "Heartbreaker," $2.5 
million) combined. 

Who recorded 
the most music 
videos in one 
calendaryear? 

Who else but Beyonce? 
Before dropping 2007's B'Day 
Anthology Video Album 
(Columbia), a Wal-Mart 
exclusive, Jay-Z's better half 
recorded new videos for 
"Beautiful Uar," "Kitty Kat," 
"Gneen Light," "Upgrade U," 
"Flaws and All," "Get Me 
Bodied," "Freakum Dress," 
"Still in Love (Kissing You)," and 
"Suga Mama." In support of 
her 2006 sophomore solo 
cilbum, B'Day (Columbia, 20O6), 
B had also recorded videos for 
"D6ja Vu," "Ring The Alarm," 
"Ineplaceable," and "Listen," 
giving her a total of 1 3 music 
videos recorded and released 
over the course of 1 2 months. 
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Who won Video lif the Yoc 




Since the MTV 1 
Video Music Awards | 
debuted in 1984, 
pop singer ■ « 

MADONNA fBH|iC> 

and her videos 

have garnered 20 VMAs. T 



Video Vanguard Award (1986): 
Lifetime Achievement — as // 
Best Female Video (1987): 
"Papa Don't Preach " (Sire) 
Best Art Direction (1989): 
"Express Yourself" (Sire) 
Best Cinematography 
(1989): -Express Yourself (Sire) 
Best Direction (1989): 
"Express Yourself" (Sire) 
Viewers' Choice Award 

(1989) : "Like a Prayer" (Sire) 
Best Cinematography 

(1990) ; "Vogue" (Warner Bros.) 
Best Direction (1990): 
"Vogue" (Warner Bros.) 

Best Editing (1990): "Vogue" 
(Warner Bros.) 

Best Long Form Video (1991): 

"Immaculate Collection" 
(Warner Bros.) 



Best Art Direction (1993): 
"Rain" (Warner Bros.) 
Best Cinematography (1993): 
"Rain" (Warner Bros.) 
Best Female Video (1995): 
"Take a Bow" (Warner Bros.) 
Best Choreography (1998): 
"Ray of Light" (Warner Bro; 
Best Direction (1998): 
■Ray of Light" (Warner Bros.) 
Best Editing (1998): 
"Ray of Light" (Warner Bros ) 
Best Female Video (1998): 
"Ray of Light" (Warner Qro:, 
Best Special Effects (1998): 
"Ray of Light" (Warner Bros.) 
Vldeoof the Vear (1998): 
"Ray of Light" (Warner Bros.) 
Best Cinematography (1999): 
"Beautiful Stranger" 
(Warner Bros.) 



Who was the first hip hop/R&6 artist to 
win a MTV VMA for Video of the Year? 

In 1995, TLC took home MTV Video of the Year honors for their 
F. Gary Gray-directed video "Waterfalls," from their multiplatinum 
CrazySexyCool (LaFace). Other hip hop/R&B artists to win the award 
include Lauryn Hill for "Doo Wop (That Thing)" (Ruffhouse/Columbia) 
in 1999; Eminem for "The Real Slim Shady" (Shady/Aftermath/ 
Interscope). and "Without Me" (Shady/ Aftermath/I nterscope) in 2000 
and 2002, respectively: Christina Aguilera. Lll' Kim. IVIya, and Plni< for 
"Lady Marmalade" (Interscope) in 2001 ; Missy Elliott for "Work It" 
(Goldmind/Elektra) in 2003; OutKast for "Hey Ya!" (LaFace/Arista) in 
2004, and Rihanna teat. Jay-Z for "Umbrella" (Def Jam) in 2007. 

IB viBe.com 



at the first BET awards? 

In 2001. OutKast ' "'i' 

topped Destiny's I , ^||^^ JB 
Child ("Independent IP^^ f 

Women Pt. I"), Dr. — iF'^^ " 

Dre ( The Next % 

" 1k- 



In 2001. OutKast 
topped Destiny's 
Child ("Independent 
Women Pt. I"), Dr. .. 
Dre ( The Next 
Episode "), Eminem 
("Stan "), and Janet 
;,Jackson ("All for 

.") and won 
Video of the Year 
for "Ms. Jackson" 
(LaFace). 




Which is more popular-BET Awards 
or the MTV Video Music Awards? 

That all depends. While 2007 saw a slight surge in viewership for the 
MTV Video Music Awards (after a change to the normal format of the 
show), an analysis of the Nielsen ratings for the VMAs shows that they 
peaked in 2002 and have slowly declined in recent years. By compari- 
son, ratings for the BET Awards have risen from under 3 million viewers 
back when they debuted in 2001 to more than 6 million in each of the 
last three years. Here's how the shows match up: 



Yes. In 1982 and 1983, there was a Grammy category for Video 
of the Year (won by Michael Nesmith for "Michael Nesmith In 
Elephant Parts" in '82 and Olivia Newton-John for "Physical" in 
'83), but the award was discontinued after the creation of the MTV 
Video Music Awards in 1984. The National Academy of Recording 
Arts & Sciences has instead given Grammys for the Best Short 
Form Music Video since 1984. A similar award for Best Long Form 
Music Video has also been handed out since 1986. For the 1988 
and 1989 Grammy Awards, the criteria was briefly changed 
to include categories for Best Concept Music Video and 
Best Performance Music Video, but NARAS returned to 
the original '84 format in 1990. Last year, rock band 
OK Go took home Best Short Form Music Video for 
"Here It Goes Again" (Capitol), while Bruce 
Springsteen grabbed the Grammy for Best Long 
Form Music Video for Wings for Wheels: The 
Making of Born to Run (Sony). This year marks 
the 50th anniversary of the annual Grammy Awards. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 




SO YOU THINK YOU CAN RAP? 

Here's your chance to show the world! Enter the VIBE Verses Rap Battle. It's easy! 

1. Just go to VIBE.com/verses 2. Download free tracks 3. Upload a video of yourself spitting 16 bars. 



You'll receive a VIBE profile page plus code that allows you to paste your rap all over the Web, so you can make 
your fame and tell folks to come vote for you. The VIBE Verses champion — as chosen by viewer voting — 
will receive $10,000, one promotional page in VIBE magazine. If you've got a Webcam and a dream.. .you 
could be the next hip hop superstar So what are you waiting for? Enter the VIBE Verses Rap Battle today! 




Which music video 
directors have made the 
bigjumpto Hollywood? 

Lots! But can you MATCH the following music video 
DIRECTORS to their major motion PICTURES? 




FRANCIS 
LAWRENCE 

Lawrefx», who is 
now filming Snow 
and the Seven 
(Wait Disney), 
oversaw videos 
in '99for J.Lo's 
"Waiting for 
Tonight" and Justin 
Timber1al<e's '03 
"Rock Your Body." 



ANTOINE FUQUA 

Having directed 
Prince in 1 994 's 
"The Most 
Beautiful Girl in the 
World" and Coolio 
in 1995's 
"Gangsta's 
Paradise," Fuqua is 
now the director of 
2009's Escobar 
(J2). 



FRIDAY 

(NMrUwCtami.19«S» 



TMININBOAY 
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SPIKE JONZE 

As the director of 
next year's Where 
The Wild Things 
Are (Warner Bros.). 
Jonze brings the 

experience of 
a music video vet 
who has shot 
everything from 
1994's "Sabotage" 
by Beastie Boys 

to 2004's 
"Get Back" by 
Ludacris. 



I AM LEGEND 

IWwTWf Bnx PiCtimi, 20O7> 



BENNY BOOM 

After directing 
2O02's "Dilemma" 
by Nelly, 2O04's 

"Goodies" by 
Ciara and 2007's 
"Buy U A Drank 
(Shawty 

Snappin')" by 
T-Pain feat. Yung 
Joe. this director 
is ready to make 
his silver screen 
debut. 



NEXTOAYAIR 

Lzooei 



F. GARY GRAY 

Gray, who 
directed 1995's 
"Waterfalls" by 
TLC and 2006's 
"Show Me What 

You Got" by 
Jay-Z, will helm 
next year's 7776 
Brazilian Job 
(Paramount). 



ADAPTATION 

(Cotumbia Pic(i#ieft. 2002) 
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Did you know 
these five musical 
artists directed 
these videos? 

Iln 1994, Sean "Diddy' Combs 
(crBdIted as Sean "Puffy" Combs) 

directed OutKast's "Player's Ball," 
the video for the first single from 
Southemplayalisticadillacmuzik (laf ace). 

2 From her multiplatinum Daydream 
(Columbia) in 1 995, Mariah Carey 
directed the video for her first single, 
"Fantasy," featuring Ol' Dirty Bastard, 
as well as her video for 1 gg6's 
"Always Be My Baby." 

3 Twice, Michael Jackson has 
co-directed his own video — once 
for "Jam," which featured Michael 
Jordan, from 1991's Dangerous (Epic), 
and once for "Blood On The Dance 
Floor" (Epic), released in 1997. 
M I The year before his debut, TTie 
^VCollege Dropout (Roc-A-Fella/Def 
Jam, 2004), dropped, Kanye West 
co-directed the self-financed video for 
his breakthrough, "Through The Wire." 
After the album was released, he also 
co-directed the street version of 2004's 
"Jesus Walks," and the video for 2004's 
"The New Workout Plan." 

5 In addition to co-directing Trapped 
in the Closet: Chapters 1-12 (Jive, 
2005) and Trapped in the Closet: Chapters 
13-22 (Jive, 2007), R. Kelly served as the 
director for his "When A Woman's Fed Up" 
(Jive, 1998), "To the Homies That We 
Lost," "Fiesta," and "The Storm Is Over 
Now" off TP-2.com (Jive, 2000), and 
"Ignition" (Jive, 2003). 



At his peakjust how many music videos was Hype Williams directing? 




In 1996 alone, legendary music 
video director Harold "Hype" 
Williams directed approximately 
55 music videos (an average 



of more than two a month). 
Two years later, he would 
produce and direct his 
Hollywood debut. Belly 
(Big Dog, 1 998), but 
during that '96 run, his 
clips included: 
"California Love (Version 
& Mad Max)" by Tupac 
Shakur feat. Dr. Dre 
(Death Row/lnterscope) 
"Can't Knock The Hustle " 
by Jay-Z feat. Mary J. Blige 
(Roc-A-Fella) 
Doui' It by LL Cool J, 
feat. LeShawn (Def Jam) 
"Down Lor; by R. 

Kelly feat Ronald Isley 
(Jive/Zomba) 



"East Coast West 
Coast Killas" by Group 
Therapy (B-Real, KRS- 
One, Nas, and RBX) 
(Aftermath/lnterscope) 
GhI Mk Hijiiif by Foxy 
Brown feat. BLACKstreet 
(Def JanWiolator) 
"Hey Lovr i byLLCoolJ 
feat. Boyz II Men (Def Jam) 
"Hit 'Em High (The 
Monstars' Anthem)" by 
Busta Rhymes, Coolio, LL 
Cool J, Method Man, and 
B-Real (as The Monstars) 
(Atlantic) 

' Loungin' (RermxJ ' by 
LLCoolJ feat. Total 
(Def Jam) 



"I Believe 1 Can Fly" by 

R.Kelly (Jive) 

"I Can't Sleep Baby llfl)" 

by R. Kelly (Jive) 

"If I Ruled The World 

(Imagine That!" by NaS 

feat Lauryn Hill (Columbia) 

"!..-|ilV inpmi:-:) " by 

D'Angelo (EMI) 

■'Let s Lay Together" by 

The Isley Brothers (Island) 

"Nobody Knows by Ttie 

Tony Rich Project (LaFace) 

"No Diggity " by 

BLACKstreet feat. Dr. 

Dre and Queen Pen 

(Interscope) 

"No One Else" by Total 
(Bad Boy) 



Once Again" by A Tribe 
Called Quest (Jive) 
"Street Dreams" by Nas 

(Columbia) 

"Street Dreams (Remix)" 
by Nas feat. R. Kelly 
(Columbia) 

"Stressed Uut by A Tribe 
Called Quest (Jive) 
"Thank God It's Friday" by 
R. Kelly (Jive) 
"That Girl" by Maxi Priest 
feat Shaggy (Virgin) 
■'Ttiis Is For The Lover In 
You" by Babyface feat. LL 
Cool J (Epic) 

"Woo Hahl! Got You All m 
Check" by Busta Rhymes 
(Elektra) 



VIBB.COin 



Cr 



iterial 



Meet Amber. 



eMusic 

Amber digs the AttanI 

when she wants st 

different, she's all 

with over 2 mi 



the ability to download them over 
her phone - she's always got 
the perfect track. 



Fashion Updates 

Amber's into keeping up with what's 

hot. So if she's not gossiping about 
the latest celebrity-style don'ts 
with her friends, she's getting 
fashion updates and pics 
sent to her phone. 



■ r 



MySpace [Mobile 

Amber's got a lot of friends So she's always 

getting texts when one of her friends 
posts something on MySpace Or she's 
posting a pic from her phone. 
It's nonstop. 



Video Share 

Sometimes she even shares live video of 
what she's buying with her girl Jen while 
they're chatting on the phone 



This is Amber's digital world. 

You've never met her but now you know what she's like. 



What can AT&T do for your digital world?'" 
att.com/digitalworld 
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Have any Hollywood films 
everserved as inspiration 
for music videos? 

Hip hop videographers have called upon plenty 
of CLASSIC GANGSTER FLICKS like Scarface 
("Heartbreaker," Mariah Carey feat. Jay-Z), 
Goodfellas ("Foolish," Ashanti), and Casino 
("Street Dreams," Nas) for inspiration, but the 
big-screen references don't end there 



Marilyn 
Monroe, 

Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes 
(20th Century 
Fox, 1953) 



Jennifer Beais, 

Flashdance 
(Paramount, 
1983) 



John Belushi 
and Oan 
Aykroyd, The 
Blues Brothers 
(Universal 
Pictures, 1980) 



Mel Gibson, 

Mad Max 
(American 
International, 
1979) 



Robert De Niro, 

Taxi Driver 
(Columbia 
Pictures, 1976) 




Madonna, 

"Material Girl" 
(Sire, 1985) 



Jennifer Lopez, 
"I'm Glad" 
(Epic, 2003) 



Redman feat. 
Method Man, 
"Whateva Man" 
(Def Jam. 1996) 



Tupac Shakur 
feat. Dr. Ore, 

"California 
Love" (Death 
Row/ 

Interscope, 
1996) 

Ludacris, 

"Slap" 

(Universal/Def 
y Jam, 2006) 



Has Brian De Palma, the director of 1983's 
Scarface, ever directed a music video? 

Yes, but probably not one you would expect. In 1984, De Palma helmed the first and only music 
video of his career; Bruce Springsteen's "Dancing in the Darl<." Side note: This year, he'll return 
to the big screen with The Untouchables: Capone Rising (Paramount), a prequel to 1987's The 
Untouchables (Paramount), which he also directed. Before De Palma signed on, Antoine Fuqua 
{Training Day) had been slated to direct the film. 



What celebs have 
made cameos in 
music videos? 




■ Halle Berry, the Star of the horror/thriller 
flici< Gothika (Warner Bros. Pictures, 2003), 
shared an on-screen l<iss with Limp Bizkit's 
Fred Durst during the filming of the video for 
the band's song "Behind Blue Eyes" 
(Interscope, 2003), which was used in the 
film. Her images were also used in Pras' 
video for "Ghetto Supastar (That Is What 
You Are)" (Interscope, 1998), a song that 
appeared on the soundtrack for Berry's odd 
political comedy-drama Bulworth (20th 
Century Fox, 1998). 

■ Eddie Murphy, model Iman, and Basket- 
ball Hall of Famer Earvin "Magic" Johnson 
walked like Egyptians for Michael Jackson's 
pharoah-themed "Remember the Time" 
video (Epic, 1992). 




■ Ben Stiller talked his way through Diddy's 
"Bad Boy for Life" (Bad Boy, 2001). TV 
personality and The Insider host Pat O'Brien 
also grabbed a starring role. 

■ Porn actress Gina Lynn, who also made 
a brief cameo in Rofcsert De Niro's Analyze 
That (Warner Bros. Pictures, 2002), tormented 
Eminem in his video for "Superman" (Shady/ 
Aftermath/lnterscope, 2003). 




■ Terrence Howard played Mary J. Bilge's 
love interest in her "Be Without You" video 
(Matriarch/Geffen, 2005). 

■ Pamela Anderson starred opposite the 
Evel Knievel-esque Kanye West in his video 
for "Touch the Sky" (Roc-A-Fella/Def Jam, 
2005). 
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■ In 1 966, the BBC banned "Dead End Street," a video 
by English rock band The Kinks, after ftie group flashed 
images of the Great Depression — and appeared 
dressed as undertakers in London 
during the clip. 

■ Shortly after MTV debuted, the 
network forced English pop group 
Duran Duran to edit their 1981 video 
for "Girls On Film," which originally 
featured topless women mud wres- 
tling (see photo, right). 

■ Madonna has seen plenty of 
her videos banned from MTV and 
VH1, including 1990's "Justify My 
Love" (for nudity) and 2000's "What 
It Feels Like For A Girl" (for violent 
content). 

■ After displaying heavy drug use and 
nudity, English band The Prodigy 
watched their 1997 video for "Smack 
My Bitch Up" get tianned universally. 
Following heavy fan demand, MTV 
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allowed the controversial single to air after midnight. 
■ Eminem's "Just Lose It" (see photo, above) drew 
the ire of viewers in 2004 for poking fun at Michael 
Jackson, who was on trial for charges 
of child molestation at the time, caus- 
ing BET to ban Em's video for a short 
while before reinstating it on the now 
defunct, late-night SET? Uncut. 

■ BET refused to play the 2005 video 
for "l^ed" from R&B singer Marques 
Houston, who lifted the nudity con- 
cept for his clip from D'Angelo's 
"Untitied (How Does It Feel)." 

■ Despite changing his song's title (to 
"Still Will"), 50 Cent saw his video for 
last year's "I'll Still Kill" banned from 
both MTV and BET for its violent 
undertone. 

'These are just several of the 
music videos that have been edited, 
censored, or iDanned from one or more 
music video outlets. 



What was 
the first video 
to be "retired" 
from BET'S 
lOBSPark? 
r 




In 2001 , Ja Rule's "Put It On 
Me" became the first video 
retired from 706 & Park after 
65 days on the countdown. 
BET started the practice of 
"retiring" music videos in 
order to pay homage to the 
video and to open up a slot 
for a new video on the 
countdown (kind of like an 
athlete's jersey being retired 
to the the rafters). Other 
artists to win the distinction 
include Chingy ("One Call 
Away," "Holidae In," "Bella 
Baby"), Lil' Flip ("Game Over," 
"Sunshine"), Mary J. Blige 
("Be Without You"), and 50 
Cent ("In Da Club," "21 
Questions"). Conversely, the 
first video ever retired on 
MTV's TRL was Korn's "Got 
the Life" on January 12, 1999. 



I Are rappers paid to place productsfrommajorcompaniesintheirvideos? 



Yes. but most of them aren't giving up info about the dollar 






for example, coughed up an undisclosed amount of cash to 


amounts paid. After executives for adidas offered Run. DMC 
and Jam Master Jay $1 .5 million to endorse the brand in 1 986 




Busta Rhymes after the rapper tossed the French cognac 
around in his 2002 "Pass the Courvoisier." In eariy 2005. The 


following a Run DMC concert where thousands of fans raised 
their unlaced shell-toes to the sky, the njsh to place products 






Game included the U2 edition of the Apple iPod and a 
Mercedes CLS in his "Hate It or Love It" video. And, last year. 


in hip hop grew at a feverish pace. Since then, rappers and 






50 Cent and Justin Timberlake cavorted with a bevy of fe- 


R&B singers (and rock stars) have been collecting checks for 






males in Fit's video for "Ayo Technology" — surrounded, of 


placing everything from cars and cocktails to electronics and 
clothing into both song lyrics and music videos. Courvoisier 






course, by dozens of bottles of Absolut 1 00 vodka. Did mon- 
ey change hands? Um. something must have. 





Visible logos are usually blurred out. but what do you do when a whole song is about a brand? MTV executives took a long look at the video for j 
"Vans" by Bay Area rap crew The Pack, which sounds like a blatant advertisement for the shoe company. Some speculated the video would * 
not air without heavy editing. In the end, the video did crack MTV's video rotation. alt)eit without any mention of the sneakers in the chorus. | 
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Is the music video dead? 

Hype Williams's one-time protege JULIEN "LITTLE X" 
LUTZ, the music-video director behind Sean Paul's 

"Gimme the Light." Jay-Z's "Excuse Me Miss," 
and Rihanna's "Pon De Replay," says not to worry: 
THE GAME IS CHANGING-not dying 



I came into the business 1 0 years ago with Hype. 
My nnost expensive video was Sisqo's Thong 
Song" at $1 million in 2000. Even midrange acts 
with hits were large enough to warrant a great- 
looking $300,000 video. But times are tough right 
now for the music labels in terms of record sales — 
and that's affecting the production of music 
videos. Today, those same artists would only get 
$75,000. But is the music video dead? No. When 
you log on to sites like YouTube, there are 25 
million hits for a My Chemical Romance video! 

MTV and BET are playing less videos. TV 
executives started to figure out that when you 



have a reality show, there are lots of hooks that 
keep the viewers there. But things aren't all bad. 
I remember having to hope and pray my video 
would come on. Now it's on-demand at YouTube 
and other sites. The fans get to watch what they 
want instead of waiting for videos to be played 
on TV. This is what music videos are becoming. 
You have to embrace change. Snoop Dogg, 
Beyonce... these artists and their videos are 
getting millions of [Web] hits. The need for a 
visual to the music is still important. But now 
there are new places to showcase that work. 
It all evens out. As told to Keith Murphy 
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^l^^^a^^^^^H Right now. all eyes are on Queens, N.Y., native Rik Cordero. who 
mTw^^ ^^^^^^1 toi'ed in obscurity for several years helming videos for up-and- 

\.,j^r_ .^^^^^B coming artists like All Vegas. Consequence, and Joell Ortiz be- 

^BBI fore breaking out last October with the "Blue Magic" trailer for 
Jay-Z's American Gangster (Def Jam, 2007). The Filipino- 
American director who also shot videos for Remy Ma 
("Weatherman," "Jump"). Memphis Bleek ("Get Ya Money Up"), 
and Joe Budden ("Star Inside of Me") in '07, specializes in edgy 
clips that couple gritty visuals with imaginative concepts, typi- 
cally captured on modest five-figure budgets. Next up? 
Commercial campaigns for Boost Mobile. Smirnoff, and Helio; 
a second feature film. Inside a Change, from his indie production 
company. Three/21 Media: and plenty more music videos. Be on the lookout. 

Also watch for Bernard Gourley. Since 1999. he's shot more than 25 music videos, in- 
cluding clips for E-40's "Tell Me When to Go" (2006), Rich Boy's "Throw Some Ds" (2006), 
and Flo Rida's "Low. "(2007). 




Wondering 
tA/here to access 
the newest 
music videos? 

Because BET, MTV, and VH1 don't play 
as many music videos as they used to, 
log on and get your video fix from: 




L DanceJam (dancejam.com): Crank that 
Souija Boy? Former "U Can't Touch This" 
rap star and DanceJam cofounder MC 
Hammer delivers a site devoted to show- 
casing dance-music videos from both 
artists and their loyal fans. 

^?MUSIC 

S. Yahoo! Music (new.music.yahoo.com): 
With a comprehensive list of the top 100 
videos of today, clips of live sets, and 
recommendations tailored to your specific 
taste, it's hard not to find a Yahoo! video 
(or 99) you want to watch. 



3. OnSMASH (onsmash.com): From inter- 
view clips you won't find anywhere else to 
shots of rare freestyle sessions to the 
latest buzzworthy videos, the video sec- 
tion at OnSMASH is on point. A staff fave. 

Finally, is this 
the new face of 
music videos? 




For the latest music videos and 
clips featuring your favorite 
artists, tune into vibe.cam. 
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Color By Number 

Need a good REASON TO GO GREEN in '08?To walk and ride your bike more, 
to recycle, pay your bills online, cut back on bottled water, check out hybrid 
rides, to unplug your cell charger when you're not charging your cell? 

Try 10,561,674,067,726 of them 




9 BILLION 

The projected number of people living on 
Earth by 2050, according to the United 
Nations, a figure that will severely deplete the 
natural resources In many major cities globally. 




ONE 

A single ton of recycled paper saves the U.S. 
7,000 gallons of water, 463 gallons of oil, 
and enough electricity to power 
the average home for six months. 



ON 



A single recycled aluminum can saves enough 
electricity for you to watch one episode of 
Law and Order: Special Victims Unit (NBC), 
one episode of Gotti's Way (VH1), 1/2 of 
SportsCenter (ESPN), and one episode of 
The Wire on HBO (that's at least three 
hours of televisioni). 
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FIVE 

The percentage of the power used by the 
average cell phone charger that actually juices 
up your Sidekick, BlackBerry, or iPhone. 
The rest is wasted energy — even when not 
connected to your phone. 



30 BILLION 

The number of bottled waters sold in America 
In 2007— at a cost of roughly $16,000,000,000. 



The pounds of traSfi ^ft, 

created every day 

by the average American. 



30-60 

The range of dollars wasted on the typical 
American family's electricity bill every year as a 
result of opening the refrigerator door. 




FOUR 



The number of recycled cars that 
would yield enough steel to build the 
frame for one new house. 



q5 5B,000 



The years it takes for 
a modern-day glass 
bottle, like an empty 
Coca-Cola or 
Budweiser bottle, 
to decompose 
completely. 



The number of garbage trucks full of solid waste 
that would be eliminated annually if all 110,000,000 
American households paid bills online instead of 
receiving paper bills and bank statements. 
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64.000,000 tc 

6,500.000.000 
of g 



10,500.000,000,000 

calories collectively. 




The percentage of drinking water 
supplied to American homes that is 
literally flushed down the toilet. 
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RETAILER: Dr Pepper/Smn Up, Inc. will reimburse you the face value plus 8t 
handling it you and the consumer have met the offer's terms. Void if prohibited, 
taxed, restricted, transferred, assigned or coupon is reproduced, gang cut or mint 
ca«iditior) Consumer pays deposit and taxes Cash value 1/20c Good only in USA. 
DO NOT DOUBLE Umtt One Coupon Per lteni(s) Purcliand. RETAfLER REDEEM BY 
MAILING TO: Cadbury Schweppes Business Services, P.O. Box 880057, El Paso, 
TX 88888-0067. OR PEPPER and PEPPER are registered trademartu of Dr Pepper/ 
Seven Up. Inc. All Rights Reserved. 62008 Dr Pepper/Seven Up, Inc. DP-OOTM 
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Caffeine Free Diet Or Pepper*, Diet Clierry Vanilla Dr Pepper* or 
Cherry Chocolate Diet Dr Pepper* 
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City 




Rolling out a new fleet of hybrid cars. Building energy-efficient homes. 
Eliminating greenhouse gases by implementing new laws. Almost every big 
city in the United States has a plan to help SAVE THE ENVIRQNMENT-but 
which communities are coming up with THE BEST WAYS? 



PORTLAND, ORE. 

POPULATION: More than 500,000 MAYOR: Tom Potter THE PLAN: portlandonUne.com 

As the first U.S. city to create a real plan for reducing COj emissions, Portland ranks high 
on both American and international "green" lists. And by offering numerous altemative 
forms of transportation through a light rail, busing and bike lanes, more than 92,000 acres 
of green space, and approximately 74 miles of trails for hiking, mnning, and biking — the city 
has consistently been able to maintain its rep as one of the greenest towns in the country. 




SAN FRANCISCO 

POPULATION: More than 700,000 MAYOR: Gavin Nawsom 
THE PLAN: sfenvironmentorg 

Wanna get green to go green? Welcome to the Bay. In 
December, San Francisco — a city with more than 1 7 percent of 
land devoted to parks and opjen green space — proposed a plan 
offering a subsidy to help cut the cost of installing solar panels 
in the city by up to 50 percent for companies and homeowners. 
While the typical 3-kilowatt solar panel system can cost up to 
$18,370, the subsidy would award homeowners up to $5,000 
back and business owners up to $1 0,000. 
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L.AS VEGAS 

POPULATION: Almost 600,000 MAYOR: Oscar B. Goodman THE PLAN: ntfep.nv.gov 

Gamble on the big game. Gamble at the blackjack table. But don't gamble with the 
environment. Las Vegas has become one of the first cities In the nation to add eco- 
friendly buses to Its downtown routes as part of its City Ride program. The busses, 
two Ford E^50 models on lease from Ford for two years for $500,000, feature 6.8-liter 
VI 0 engines that have been converted to operate on hydrogen fuel. They are being 
paid for by a grant from the U.S. Department of Energy. 



Climate Control 

How did PORTLAND get a rep for being one of the greenest 

cities in the country? MAYOR TOM POTTER says it's all about the youth 



DENVER 

POPULATION: More than 500,000 
MAYOR: John W. Hickenlooper 
THE PLAN: greenprintdenver.org 

Forget about riding dirty in Denver. 
Back on Earth Day 1993, the city 
created the first "Green Fleet" 
program in the nation, and to date, 
alternatively fueled or powered 
cars make up 43 percent of all 
city vehicles. Older rides In the 
fleet are constantly being replaced 
with newer hybrids and all diesel- 
powered vehicles have been 
converted over to blodlesel. 
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AUSTIN, TEXAS 

POPULATION: More than 700,000 
MAYOR: Will Wynn 

THE PLAN: ci.austin.tx.us/gromgreen/ 

It ain't easy being green in the big 
state of Texas. But Austin Is prepping to 
become the top solar manufacturing 
center in the country and has a goal to 
create 20 percent of Its energy through 
the use of renewable energy by 2020. 
The state capital has also established a 
"Smart Growth" Initiative In order to 
minimize the environmental effects of 
the city's rising population. 
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Portland, left, has been dealing head-on with global wanning 

since 1993, when we created a global warming action plan that ' • r. 

was the first of its kind by any U.S. city. We've seen that embracing a ''. 

sustainability can be painless — it has not only made our city and our 
planet healthier, but our economy keeps growing along with the number of 
family-wage jobs. Some of this is just common sense. What's not to like about 
living In a compact city where your job is near your home, you aren't a slave to cars, 
and bicycles, light rail, and carpooling are encouraged? It keeps Portland's downtown 
alive and vibrant. That's why Portland has one of the fastest-growing populations of people 
ages 25-35. They get it — euid they tell their friends around the country. As told to Keith Murphy 
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CHICAGO 

POPUUnON: Almost three million MAYOR: Richard M. Daley 
THE PLAN: cityofchicago.org/environment/greentech 

With 2000 miles of alleyways winding through Chicago — an 
area roughly the equivalent of five airports — the Windy City 
has a problem maintaining a blacktopped grid that spills pol- 
luted rainwater into the sewer system. In November, the city 
announced a plan to repave every alley with a porous asphalt 
that allows water to penetrate pavement and the soil. Water 
ends up refilling the underground table rather than polluting 
local streams and rivers. 
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i NEW YORK CITY 

: POPULATION: More than eight million MAVOR: 
j Michael Bloomberg THE PLAN: nyc.gov/8030 

1 This year, the Big Apple is launching more than 1 00 
j energy-conservation projects throughout the city, 
■h i including a $500,000 plan to install energy-saving 
lightbulbs on the Brooklyn Bridge. Other projects 
include an upgrade of the laundry system at Rikers 
Island to better filter and reuse water, and they're 
adding 200 hybrid cars to the city's fleet. 
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NEW ORLEANS 

POPULATION: Under 300,000 MAYOR: C. Ray Nagin 
THE PLAN: holycrossproject.globalgreen.org 

Brad Pitt has commissioned 13 designs from differ- 
ent architecture firms across the country to help 
rebuild New Orieans — greener Through his "Make It 
Right" project, Pitt pledged to match $5 million in 
contributions to the project, as did film financier/ 
philanthropist Steve Bing. The appointed gang of 
architects will design 150 low-income, environmen- 
tally sound homes in the city's impoverished Lower 
Ninth Ward over the next two years. 
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ORLANDO 

POPULATION: 
More than SOO.OOO 
MAVOR: Buddy Dyer 
THE PLAN: 
greenorlando.com 

Following in the foot- 
steps of sports teams 
like the NFL's New 
England Patriots (they 
buy renewable energy 
credits to offset elec- 
tricity used at Gillette 
Stadium), the Oriando 
Magic are reportedly 
spending an extra 
$38-$57 million on their 
new arena to make it 
one of the first green. 
Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental 
Design-certified arenas 
In the country. Doors 
open in 2010. C.Y. 



What's the 
Business? 

10 COMPANIES banking 
on the environment 

Last November, GOOGLE, INC. an- 
nounced it was prepared to spend 
"hundreds of millions of dollars" in 
order to produce 1 gigawatt of elec- 
tricity from renewable energy. The 
Mountain View, Calif., company could 
help reduce the cost of solar energy 
by up to 50 percent if it reaches its 
goal.... In late '06, after 14 years and 
millions of dollars of research, NIKE 
removed the potent greenhouse gas 
SF6 from the air pockets inside its 
sneakers. .. MERCEDES-BENZ in- 
stalled an innovative vertical axis wind 
turbine at a factory in the United 
Kingdom last year. The turbine is part 
of the company's plan to generate 1 0 
percent of the energy used at the fac- 
tory on-site. .. HEWLETT-PACKARD 
owns several e-waste recycling facili- 
ties throughout the United States, 
including one in Sacramento, Calif., 
where they reclaim more than four 
million pounds of steel, plastic, toxins, 
and other metals every month from 
discarded computers.... NOKIA 
launched an initiative in late '07 to 
promote more energy-efficient prod- 
ucts, including the Nokia 31 10 Evolve, 
available only in Europe, which is built, 
in part (50 percent), from renewable 
biomaterial and operates with the 
most environmentally friendly cell 
phone charger ever.... Several airlines, 
including BRITISH AIRWAYS, have 
launched special carbon-dioxide 
emissions calculators, which allow 
customers to pay to offset the carbon- 
dioxide generated on their specific 
flights. .. WAL-IUART STORES, INC is 
teaming up with former President Bill 
Clinton to save money for more than 
1,100 cities by selling more green 
products (like energy-efficient LED 
bulbs) in bulk.... And companies like 
ADIDAS. GAP, and HSM all support 
the Better Cotton Initiative, which esti- 
mates that 1 1 percent of the worid's 
pesticides are used on cotton crops 
and encourages better cotton farming 
practices throughout the wortd. C.Y. 
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Beau'tv And The Bronx 

An innovative mixed-income housing project will 
bring SUSTAINABLE LIVING to hip hop's home 



Whether you live in New York or New york only 
lives in your dreams, smart money says the last 
word you would ever use to describe the South 
Bronx is green. More common characterizations 
of one of the city's most notorious neighbor- 
hoods lean toward the "neglected," "impover- 
ished," and "grimy" side of the lexicon. But the 
conversation is about to change. 

Thantcs to an ambitious new project developed 
by the international collective PRDG (Phipps 
Houses Group, Jonathan Rose Companies, 
Dattner Architects, Grimshaw Architects), the 
birthplace of the boom bap is set to become 
home to one of the nation's first examples of 
environmentally sustainable, moderate- to low- 
income housing. PRDG won the right to de- 
velop an empty 60,000-square-foot lot in 
January 2007, after the group's plan, dubbed 
Via Verde ("the green way"), beat out 31 other 
designs in a juried comfMtitlon commissioned 
as part of Mayor Michael Bloomberg's New 
Housing Plan to build and preserve 165,000 
units over the next five years. The design calls 
for a 21 8-apartment complex offering 69 co-ops 
(the rest, rentals), with tenants' household in- 
comes capped at no more than 130 percent of 
the city's median income (roughly $70,000 for 
a family of four) and an entire block designated 
to families earning less than 40 percent of the 
median. After announcing the winning design, 
the city agreed to sell the land to PRDG for $1 . 
Groundbreaking Is projected for later this year 

So how did they do it? Here's a quick look at 
the innovations behind the winning design: 

O THE SUN RISES IN THE EAST 

To capitalize on the sun's natural energy, an 
array of solar panels Installed on the buildings' 



roofs will generate the electricity needed to light 
and power the development's common spaces. 
© THE ROOF, THE ROOF IS ON FIRE... 
Actually, not at all. Unlike the roofs of most build- 
ings, which collect heat in the summer (leading 
to higher AC bills) and provide little insulation in 
the winter (leading to higher heating costs), the 
buildings of Via Verde are capped by green 
roofs — essentially gardens that combat climate- 
control costs year-round by cooling in the sum- 
mer and insulating in the winter And because 
the vegetation used is so hardy, it requires little 
irrigation, making the green roofs themselves 
energy and water efficient, as well. 

© WE DON'T NEED NO WATER... 
Rather than let rainwater go to waste in the 
city's sewer system, the Via Verde complex will 
"han/est" the water using gravity and an elaborate 
set of drains to collect and store rain for use in 
imgating the development's many green spaces, 
like community orchards and gardens. 
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O LEEDER OF THE NEW SCHOOL 

Additional proposed features designed to help 
Via Verde achieve gold status from the U.S. 
Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) Rating System 
include Energy Star windows, which provide for 
better insulation, unit-by-unit control overheating 
and cooling preferences (so the whole building 
doesn't have to heat up when just a few residents 
are cold, for instance), and a commitment to us- 
ing local and sustainable materials in the con- 
struction process, thus cutting down on trans- 
portation waste, among other things. 

0 EATING GOOD IN THE 'HOOD 

Although the developers are still looking for a 
tenant, the design even blocks out space for a 
farmers' market to anchor the retail space on 
the ground floor. Somehow Ho Hos and quarter 
water just wouldn't seem right. BMI 
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Pimp My 
Smart Ride 



In January, car manufacturer Daimler began selling 
the Smart ForTwo in the states, a tiny two-seat 
coupe that's already a hit in Europe. Although not a 
hybrid, the Smart ForTwo clocks 33 miles per gallon 
in the city and 41 on the highway and is classified 
as a ULEV (Ultra Low Emission Vehicle), meaning it's 
not only fuel efficient, but the engine also actively 
works to cut down on the release of cart>on dioxide, 
the primary culprit believed to cause global warning. 
But can you be Smart and fly? To find out, we asked 
Unique Autosports' owner Will Castro, host of Speed 
TV's Unique Whips, and custom car guy to the stars: 
What would his team do to raise the Smart ForTwo 's 
street I.Q.? For Unique's head designer, Keith 
"Reme" Rowland, this wasn't a brainteaser at all. 



1 



First, you've got to tint it out — it's got lots of 
windows and you don't want to fry up in there. I'd 
use Uumar Tint (jlumar.com), it's shadow proof." 




2 "you need rims, so I'd put 20 NC Forged 
7-spoke deep-dish rims 
(ncforged.com), blacked 
out, with silver spokes. From 
there, you gotta go with 
Pirelli tires (pirelli.com) be- 
cause they're the best grip on 
the road." 

3 "Black and silver are our trademark colors and 
this car has a Jetson feel to it, so I'd go more Darth 
Vader with two-tone DuPont paint (dupont.com). 
Then I'd black out the taillights and put a blacked-out 
Strut grille (staitwear.com) on the front." 

fl I "Inside, I'd use Roadwire two-tone leather 
^%(roadwire.com) to get silver seats with black 
Xpiping. And then you've got to have the Alpine 
navigation system (alpine-usa.com) with the iPod 
dock, separate iPod video dock, Sirius radio, and 
DVD player." 



Finally, a custom Boria exhaust (l3orla.com) to 



5 give it that derby 
sound and rod 
wheel well lighting to 
top it off, so it'll look 
like it's floating on air." 



(The Smart FofTwo Pure starts at $1 1 ,590. Fof more infofmation 
on the car and the company, visit smarfusa.com. For more infomia- 
tion on Unique Autosports. head to un/queaufosport.com.) 




Don't Get Gassed 

Congress just passed an energy bill requiring 

all car companies to raise their fleet's 
average fuel efficiency to 35 miles per gallon 
by 2020. But how do some of the BEST-SELLING 
CARS of today stack up against some of the most 
popular HYBRIDS and FUEL-EFFICIENT VEHICLES 
already testing the limits of the highway? 



BEST-SEI_I-INQ: 



HYBRIDS: 



FUEL-EFFICIENT: 




O Ford F-150 

19 mpg, $26,895 
Hauling, towing, pulling: The 
hardest-working truck in the 
business, which has also 
been the top-selling vehicle 
in America for 26 straight 
years, does everything ex- 
cept get you from point A to 
point B without denting your 
wallet at the gas station. 
O Toyota Camry 
31 mpg, $18,570 
0 Honda Accord 

31 mpg, $20,360 
O Honda Civic 
34 mpg, $14,810 

O Chevrolet Impala 
29 mpg, $22,400 
O Nissan Altima 

32 mpg, $18,230 



O Toyota Prius 

45 mpg, $20,950 
Since Toyota introduced this 
eco-friendly hybrid-electric 
ride in America in 2000, the 
company has sold one million 
of the cars globally, including 
more than 500,000 in the U.S. 
It is currently the t)est-selling 
hybrid in the country. 
O Toyota Highlander 
Hybrid 

25 mpg, $33,700 

O Toyota Camry Hybrid 

34 mpg, $25,200 

O Honda Civic Hybrid 
45 mpg, $22,600 
O Lexus RX lOOH 
24 mpg, $41,180 
O Ford Focus Hybrid 

35 mpg, $17,000 



O Volkswagen Jetta TOi 

50 mpg, $23,000 
A hybrid isn't always the 
greenest choice. With the 
power of clean diesel, this 
Jetta couples a catalytic con- 
verter that traps harmful nitro- 
gen-oxide emissions with a 
fuel-injection system that 
bums fuel more cleanly and 
efficiently. 

O iUlazda iVIAZ0A3 

32 mpg, $13,895 
O iUini Cooper 
37 mpg, $18,050 
O Hyundai Accent 

32 mpg, $10,775 
O Kia Spectra 
30 mpg, $12,895 
O Pontiac Vibe 

33 mpg, $16,855 
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'Mileage used rs based on the manual version of eacn cat and is the manufacturer's highway pierformance listing. All pnces are fw 2008 models. 
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If you still think the green movement is all about 
carpools and compost, you're corny. With plenty of 
hot, new, EARTH-FRIENDLY SWAG hitting the 
market, GOING GREEN could have you 
hugging more than just trees 




NOKIA 3110 EVOLVE 

{nokia.com; about $220) 
Why it's green: Not only does this cell 
phone come packaged in recycled material 
(60 percent), its candy-colored "bio-covers" 
are made from renewable resources. 
Why we're geeked: While this model is 
still only available in Europe, Evolve's 
revolutionary new charger is Notsia's most 
efficient ever, delivering juice at 94 percent 
below Energy Star specs. 

SONY BLU-RAY NEXT-GENERATION DVO 

{blu-raydisc.com; $20) 

Why it's green: Hollywood isn't the only 

place that can recycle plotlines — you can, 

too. These disks are made mostly from 

paper, so they're biodegradable. 

Why we're geeked: These high-def CD/ 

DVDs have more than five times the storage 

capacity of traditional disks. 

JINGLEHORSE ECOSYSTEM PC 

{cinemassivedisplays.com; $895) 

Why it's green: By drastically extending 

its battery life with Intel technology, the 

Jinglehorse consumes 75 percent less 

energy than a regular PC. 

Why we're geeked: For those who experience 

withdrawal when they're not connected 24/7, 

this computer should pay for itself — quickly — 

with the dough saved on energy bills. 

PLAYENGINE 19-INCH BAMBOO 
WIDESCREEN LCD-TV 

{playengine.co.ul<; $487) 

Why it's green: Its frame is made from 

tough bamboo, which means less plastic 

and metal clogging landfills. 

Why we're geeked: Not only does this flat 

screen have surround sound, but the wood 

paneling is sexy decor. 

COPYCAT SOLAR OYNAMO HUB 

{copycatsolar.com; $45) 

Wftiy rt's green: The device snaps onto 

your bicycle wheel and uses a combination 

of pedal-power and solar power. 

Why we're geeked: Change your phone and 

mp3 player while you ride — even if you don't 

have a car. 



SONY BLU-HAV NEXT- 
GENERATION DVDS 
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Available at Macy's, Dr. Jay's & Cookie's 






ARBOR BAMBOO PIN 
SKATEBOARD 




f 

V' 



SOLID HYBRID 
1000 CHARGER 



WATTSON ENERGY MONITOR 

{diykyoto.com; $256) 
Why it's gre«n: This portable transmitter 
plugs into your household fuse box using 
numtsers and colors to illustrate just how much 
electricity you're using at any given moment. 
Why we're geeked: The meter serves as an 
ever-present, color-coded reminder that can 
really change the way you use electricity — 
and help keep your energy bill low. 

SOUO HYBRIO 1000 CHARGER 

{solio.com; $70) 

Why it's green: The solar-powered energy 
source has an internal, rechargeable battery. 
Why we're geeked: This universal, lighter- 
sized charger powers up everything from 
your BlackBerry to your iPod. 

SPRITE SHOWER FILTER 

(spritefiltersyourshower.com; $40) 
Why it's green: Chlorine, a nasty carcinogen, 
gets filtered out through the showerhead. 
Why we're geeked: If you really need a 
reason aside from decreasing your risk 
of cancer, try softer skin and hair. 

ARBOR BAMBOO PIN SKATEBOARD 

{boardsports.com/arbor. $85) 
Why it's green: Bamboo is 1 7 percent harder 
than maple, so you don't need a hybrid to tje 
environmentally conscious on the road. 
Why we're geeked: Chances are, the board 
you're riding is made from maple, which 
takes more than 100 years to mature. 
Bamtxx) takes five. 

STIEBEL ELTRON DHC lO-B TANKLESS 
WATER HEATER 

(tanWess/ong.com; $150) 

Why it's green: The tankless heating system 

uses microwave technology to heat your sink 

and shower water on demand, saving both 

energy and a grip of cash. 

Why we're geeked: Longer, hotter showers 

with wifey. Need we say more? 



WATTSON ENERGY MONITOR 
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Organically Fly 

Clothes sewn from bamboo? Check. 
Shirt made of corn? Got it. From 
adidas to Panda Snack to NoMaDA 
and Levi's, savvy designers are 
creating green items as smart- 
looking as they are, well, smart 

HIM: Kangol has crowned everyone from LL Cool J to 
B.B. King to Jude Law. and the company stays true to many 
of its onginal designs while still upgrading. The newest line is 
woven of bamt)00 fibers (bamboo grows up to a foot a 
day and can be reaped in five years), and is all about style. 
Bamboo Geez hat by Kangol ($50; kangol.com) 
Panda Snack is the first and only knit collection to use 
bamboo as its main source, and each piece has a super-soft 
texture. The company gives a portion of its profits to environ- 
mental and preservation causes. Tfiermal double layer hoodie 
by Panda Snack ($156: pandasimck.com) 
H&M takes living right a step further with an organic cotton 
line for men and women. Each item is made from pesticide- 
free cotton, which is better for the soil, the water, and the air. 
Organic block shirt by H&M ($20: hm.com) 
Serfontaine isn't the only jean company with a green initia- 
tive, but they're one of the few to use fruit enzymes instead 
of stonewashing. They also make use of hand-grinding tech- 
niques (Instead of pumice stone, which is mined in poor 
countries to destructive effect) to create a tived-in look. Eco- 
friendly and uncompromisingly fresh. Waysted jean in 80107 
rinse ($230: sertontaine.com) 




HER: Cargo lipstick looks good on lips, but the shades 
are the first ever to come in tubes made entirely of corn — 
and in a Ijox that, urn, ..grows real wildflowers. So when your 
lipstick is down to the last application, plant it in the ground, 
and watch it grow. PlantLove Botanical Lipsticks by Cargo 
(S20: cargocosmetics.com) 

Levi's Capital E line of eco-friendly jeans still gives that Levi's 
original fit, but without harming the environment. Hand sewn of 
ring-spun denim, Levi's just made their top line even a little more 
sophisticated. Rebel tnicker Jacket by Levi's (S54; teW.com) 
NaMoDA makes gorgeous clothing from soy, silk, and 
organic cottons. From the plush tank to the intricate cut-off 
pants, each piece is one of a kind. NaMoDA tank top £ind 
pants ($72 [top). $112 [pants]: namoda.biz) 
Repetto and Earnest Sewn for Greencaste by Barneys is 
a nattily green partnership. The French footwear company and 
high-end jean line collaborated on an all-organic ballerina flat, 
and the limited-edition shoe is 100 percent organic— the only 
ingredient added to the natural fiber throughout the weaving 




Hayaen-narmens organic conon green luxe is peneui lui 
profiling— or for piling in groceries. Not only does this canvas 
bag have a magnetic closure and cool graphic design in all- 
natural pigments, but when you cop one. Hayden-Hartnett 
donates $25 to global warming charities and $10 to American 
Forests. Not too shabby. Green "Friends of Al" tote by 
Hayden-Harnett ($55: haydenhamett.com) 

Rajni Lucienne Jacques 
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The Block Is Hot 

After nine pages offsets, 
figures, charts, blue- 
prints, and products, 
you've thought, at least 
once, WHAT DOES THIS 
HAVE TO 00 WITH VIBE? 
What does this have to do 
with me? The answer is 
obvious-EVERYTHING 



W.E.B. DuBois famously opened the second 
chapter of 1 903's The Souls of Black Folk (A.C. 
McLurg); The problem of the twentieth century 
is the problem of the color line. And, for the 
most part, history bore him out. As we sit here 
in the morning of the 21 st century, the problem 
of the color line is far from solved. But if we 
don't find a way to solve this save-the-earth 
thing, we'll be daydreaming about the days 
when the color line was the biggest problem 
humanity had to face. 

Far-fetched? You don't believe it? Let's face 
a greenhouse-hot fact real quick: Scientists 
estimate that today, on average, one species 
becomes extinct every 20 minutes, meaning 
that in the time it takes you to flip through this 
magazine, there is an entire species — a type 
of bird or reptile or fish or something — 
that will never walk, swim, fly, slither, grow, or 
procreate again. 

Ever heard about the butterfly flapping its 
wings in Boston, which causes the typhoon in 
Hawaii, aka we'reallinterconnected.comt Well, 
consider this: Today's extinction rate is consid- 




ered to be 1 00 to 1 ,000 times faster than what 
used to be considered the natural order — or, 
put another way, about as fast as species were 
dying 30 million years ago when dinosaurs 
gradually stopped walking the earth. At 
this rate, it might not be all that long before 
the species whose number gets called at the 
end of the next 20 minutes is ours. Maybe 
Yung Joe was actually onto something — it's 
going down. 

And while this die-off can't be entirely 
attributed to global warming (deforestation and 
environmental encroachment also contribute — 
things die when they don't have anywhere to 
live), there's no doubt that warmer is not better. 
According to the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 2006 
was the warmest year on record in the U.S. 
Every year since 1998 ranks in the top 25 of the 
warmest years ever recorded. Evidence even 
suggests that we're in the warmest period of 
the last 12,000 years. 

Not a good development. 

Warmer Earth leads to melting ice caps. 




which leads to rising sea levels, drowning polar 
bears, and, eventually, possibly, a flooded 
New York, Baltimore, San Francisco, and 
the aforementioned South Beach. Warmer 
oceans lead to bigger hurricanes, which lead 
to more instances of post-Katrina New Orleans 
and more Kanye West quotes. Even a three- 
to-four degree increase in the Earth's average 
annual temperature could make the world 
an entirely different place to live. And not in a 
good way. 

So, now is the time — not the time to talk 
about it, but to be about it. As a species, we've 
wasted too much time arguing about whether 
it's happening or why it's happening and letting 
politics, whether on a personal, national, 
or global level, get in the way of tackling 
the greatest problem of this century. It's time 
to focus, people, on global warming. After 
all, if we get that out of the way, we can get 
back to all the petty bullshit — war, racism, 
social and economic exploitation — that we love 
to waste our time on. At least we'd have the 
time to do it. BMI 



Be Cool 



tiontoclima 



SIMPLE 

STEPS 

SAVE THE WORLD 



1.VOTI 



S. CONSERVE. 





just a bit — on the amount of time you spend driving around by yourself, especially 
ur destination is just a few blocks away 



B. EDUCATE YOURS 



The more you know about the issue, the more likely you are to 
ny uu sui i iBii iii ly lu 1 1 lake a difference, and the less gullible you'll be to unsubstantiated 
s that climate change is not a concern. The Web is flooded with studies and articles 
ing the science and policies surrounding the issue. For an officially sanctioned U.S. 
iew, try epa. gov/climatechange . BMI 
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Reel Player 

50 and De Niro's RIGHTEOUS KILL is sure to rack up a serious body count 
in theaters this fall, but it's not the only movie we're willing to wait in line 
for. A quick roundup of UPCOMING FLICKS that already have us amped 



91 

(Columbia Pictures) 

Opens: March 28 

The Players: Kevin Spacey, 

Laurence FIshburne, Kate 

Bos worth, Aaron Yoo 

The First Take: If Good Will 

Hunting was a gambling man, he'd 

star in this true story of six MIT 

brainiacs who mastered the art of 

card-counting and hustled Vegas 

for millions. 

10.000 B.C. 

(Warner Bros. Pictures) 
Opens: March 7 
The Players: Camilla Belle, Cliff 
Curtis, Steven Strait 
The First Take: This prehistoric 
epic — ^think Jurassic Park meets 
Braveheart — follows a mammoth- 
slaying caveman on an expedition 
through uncharted territory. 

The Night Watchman 

(Fox Searchlight) 
Opens: 2008 

The Players: Keanu Reeves, Forest 
Whltaker. Naomie Harris. Common 
The First Take: LAPD vet is framed 
for the murder of a fellow cop — 
then flips the script on a corrupt 
police force in a balls-to-the-wall 
attempt to clear his name. 

Tulia 

(Lionsgate) 
Opens: 2008 

The Players: Halle Berry, Billy Bob 
Thornton, Columbus Short 
The First Take: John Singleton 
zooms in on racial profiling in this 
account of the 1999 drug bust in 
Tulia, Texas, that led to the wrongful 
arrests of 10 percent of the town's 
black men. 

Star Trek XI 

(Paramount) 

Opens: December 25 

The Players: Winona Ryder, Zo# 

Saldana, Zachary Quinto 

The First Take: Hardcore Trekkies 

have been buzzing about the 1 1th 

installment of the intergalactic sci-fi 

franchise since their last Star Trek 

convention. 
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Phantom Punch 

(Access Motion Pictures) 
Opens: Fall 2008 
The Players: Stacey Dash, 
Ving Rhames, Nicholas Turturro 
The First Take: Robert Townsend- 
directed biopic about boxing 
champ Sonny Listen recreates 
the legendary 1965 fight when 
Muhammad All's jab brought 
down the man with the iron jaw. 

Bruno: Delicious 
Journeys Through 
America for the 
Purpose of Making 
Heterosexual Males 
Visibly Uncomfortable 
in the Presence of 
a Gay Foreigner in a 
Mesh T-Shirt 
(Universal Pictures) 
Opens: ISA 

The Player Sacha Baron Cohen 
The First Take: Mockumetary- 
style sequel to Borat follows 
Cohen's flamboyant Austrian TV 
personality Briino as he punks a 
lineup of clueless victims. 

PUSH 

(Lee Daniels Entertainment) 
Opens: TBA 

The Players: Gabble Sidlbe, 
Mo'Nique, Paula Patton, 
Lenny Kravitz 

The First Take: Adaptation of 
the wrenching 1996 novel 
about an illiterate 16-year-old 
Hariem girl who's pregnant with 
her father's child. Will be tough 
to get through dry-eyed, but 
impossible to miss. 

The Argentine 

(Guerilla Films) 
Opens: TBA 

The Players: Benicio Del Toro, 
Javier Bardem 

The First Take: Part one of Steven 

Sodertsergh's two-part biopic 
atx)ut iconic revolutionary Che 
Guevara follows the well-beaten 
path of 2004's Oscar-winning The 
Motorcycle Diaries. 

Shanel Odum 
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^ It's A Stick Up 




"I never let a statue tell me how nice I am. 
A Tribe Called Quest's Phlfe had a valid point 
(on 1993's "Award Tour'% but still, it's time 
to GIVE PROPS to the stars who were 
ROBBED OF THEIR GOLDEN GUY 



CICELY TYSON, Best Actress— Soonder 
(20th Century Fox, 1972) 
ROBERT OUVALL, Best Supporting Actor— 
7776 Godfet/ier (Paramount, 1972)* 
BILLY DEE WILLIAMS, Best Actor— Lady 
Sings the Blues (Paramount, 1972) 
LAWRENCE HILTON-JACOBS, Best Actor— 
CooleyHigh (American International, 1975) 
LONETTE MCKEE, Best Actress— Spart/e 
(Warner Bros. Pictures, 1976) 
GREGORY MINES, Best Supporting Actor— 
7776 Coffon Club (Orion, 1984) 



SPIKE LEE, Best Original Screenplay— Do 
the Flight Thing (Universal Pictures, 1989)* 
JUUE DASH, Best Director— Daughfers of 
the Dust (Kino International Corp., 1991) 
DENZEL WASHINGTON, Best Actor— Malcolm 
X (Warner Bros. Pictures, 1992)* 
ANGELA BASSETT, Best Actress— What's 
Love Got to Do With It (Touchstone, 1993)* 
LAURENCE FISHBURNE, Best Actor— Whafs 
Love Got to Do With It (Touchstone, 1993)* 
SAMUEL L. JACKSON, Best Supporting 
Actor — Pulp Fiction (Miramax, 1994)* 



SEAN NELSON, Best Actor— Fresh 
(Miramax, 1994) 

LARENZ TATE, Best Actor— Dead Presidents 
(Hollywood, 1995) 

N'BUSHE WRIGHT, Best Supporting Actress- 
Dead Pres/dente (Hollywood, 1995) 
SHARON STONE, Best Actress— Cas/no (MCA/ 
Universal Pictures, 1 995)* 
EDWARD NORTON, Best Actor— /American 
History X {New Line Cinema, 1998)* 
CUBA GOODING JR., Best Actor— Men of 
Honor (Fox 2000, 2000) 
WILL SMITH, Best Actor— /V/ (Columbia 
Pictures, 2001)* 

ADAM SANDLER, Best Actor— Punch Dnjnk 
Love (Columbia Pictures, 2002) 
SOPHIE OKONEOO, Best Supporting 
Actress— Hote/ Rv/anda (United Artists, 2004)* 
DON CHEADLE, Best Actor— Hotel Rwar)da 
(United Artists, 2004)* 
CATAUNASANDINO MORENO, 
Best Actress — Maria Full of Grace 
(Fine Line Features, 2004)* 
*nominated 



This year, a gang 
of masked, cape- 
sporting, teleporting, 
gravity-defying, 
skyscraper-scaling 
superheroes just may 



(Dimension FBms) 
Opens: March 28 
Christopher McDonald 
gets his spoof on 
as Lou Landers. 



(Paramount) 
Opens: May 2 
Robert Downey Jr. 
transforms into metal- 
plated Tony Starts. 
Terrence Howard plays 
sidekick, Jim Rhodes. 



(WamarBras. Pictures) 
Opens: May 9 
Emile Hirsch suits 
up as ttie Mach 
5-whipping jockey. 
Speed. 



(Universal Pictures) 

Opens: June 13 
Edward Norton 
goes green as the 
abominable Bruce 
Banner. 



(Universal Pictures) 
Opens: June 27 
James McAvoy 
as unsuspecting 
hero Wesley Gibson 
of the adult comic- 
book miniseries. 



(Sony Pictures) 
Opens: July 2 
Will Smith as 
down-on-his-luck 
Hancock. 



(Wamer Bras. Picturae) 
Opens: July 1 8 
Christian Bale retums 
as Batman, with 
Heath Ledger as 
ttie Joker. 




(Universal Pictures) 
Opens: July 1 1 
Ron Pertman as the 
kitten-loving demon/ 
defender-of-8vil. 
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MELONIE 
DIAZ and JAY 
HERNANDEZ 
see stars and 
stripes in 
American Son 
(MapPoint, 
2008) 

Co-starring: 
NICK CANNON 
and CHI 
MCBRIOE 
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WILL SMITH 

starred in the 
□scar-nominated 
k Six Degrees of 
J^eparation (MGIVl) 
'"^In 1993, and now 
% he takes the 
KEVIN BACON- 
inspired game to 
another level. In fact, 
the theory that 
any two actors' 
filmographies can be 
linked in six steps is 
almost too easy to 
prove with the Fresh 
Prince, even when 
you restrict the 
movies to eOOa 
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Estelle 

Internationally Known 

Sitting on a couch at Atlantic Records' New York office in a black 
sweater dress, gold tiair, and gold eanings glimmering, Estelle 
recalls the first time she met Kanye West. On an Idle 2003 
afternoon, the London girl spotted the rapper-producer at a Los Angeles 
Roscoe's House of Chicken 'n Waffles. Even though she'd already eaten, 
she hopped up to fake an order. Unable to get to him, she waited outside. 

"I was like. Lord, if you 're there, please Jesus, let [Kanyej come outside 
and talk to me. I kid you not, 10 seconds later, Kanye walks out." 

After exchanging pleasantries with the Louis Vuitton Don, she cut to 
the chase — it wasn't West she was after, but one of his cohorts. "Kanye. 
I'm a big fan!" she gushed. "Where's John Legend?" 

"I happened to be there when she asked him about me," Legend 
says. "So we connected." They were stnjggling artists back then — he a 
singer trying to catch a break and she a singer-rapper trying to get 
recognized in the U.S. Her 2004 debut. The 18th Day (V2), spawned 
a Top 20 single, "1980," but was a U.K.-only release. That Roscoe's 
meeting delivered, though: In 2006, Estelle Swaray, 28, signed to 
Legend's Homeschool Records through Atlantic, which will release her 
American debut. Shine. 

Shine features production from Legend, Mark Ronson, and will.i.am, 
and bubbles with quirky pop. vampy raps, and hammering '60s-esque 
guitar Lyrically, Estelle recalls Lauryn Hill — before Hill met Rohan Marley And 
like L. Boogie, Estelle has had her share of tangled romances. Shine is about 
walking away from the pain love can cause. "I'm cussin' out a lot of ex- 
boyfriends, " she says with a laugh. "I pick 'em! I do pick the crazies." 

With the romantic drama behind her and well-received single "Wait 
a Minute (Just a Touch)," Estelle is focused on avoiding one-hit wonder 
status. "You've worked for 10 years and no one knew who the hell you 
were! Do you know what you've done?" she asks herself. "Do you know 
how much work you put in? This is supposed Xo happen. Now don't fuck 
it up!" Linda Hobbs. Additional reporting by Miryam Chico 




war-happy political machine. The group released Searching For Rick Rubin, a mixtape with J. Period, in 2007 and are at work on a 

full-length that's due later this year. It's not hard to see that Jacksonville, Fla.'s cheekily named BLACK KIDS aren't all black — 

just two members are. But what Black Kids share is a tireless devotion to rock's alt-glory days. Their sound meshes skronking 

guitar fuzz with new-wave lullabies reminiscent of Sonic Youth and The Cure. Wizard ofAhhhs, a four-song demo offered for free ► ► ► 

Photographed by ANNABEuB^ftTin^rt; on December 17, 2007 




BLACK MAGIC 

The game's secret. Their legacy. 



A film by Dan Klores 
Narrated by Samuel L. Jackson and Wynton Marsalis 
Sunday March 16 and Monday March 17 at 9pm ET 
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on MySpace, ignited blogger buzz. Wisely, they've resisted signing with a major label, opting instead to get their chops up by touring 
the U.S. first. Critical darlings APOLLO HEIGHTS have been mixing shoe-gazing fog rock with soul power for multicultural believers 
since forever. What's new is the New York four-piece's stunning, cannily titled debut, White Music for Black People (Manimal Vinyl). 
Don't know your history? Time to study up. Linda Hobbs 
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CIGAR SAMPLER 
AND BLING 



$4.95 



(shipping & handling) 



To receive your SLS sampler of IS cigars and necklace, go to 
www.slscigaroffer.com, call (888) 428-2627 or send $4.95 plus 
your name and address and a copy of your drivers license to: 
Tobacco Products Fulfillment, 
PO Box 407166V28, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33309 

A $14 VALUE 
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LENNY KRAVITZ 

IT IS TIME FOR A LOVE REVOLUnON 

VIRGIN 

Maytse since never fias an artist been as 
closely identified with a four-letter word as 
Lenny Kravitz is with L-O-V-E. Dude is 
smitten. His first album was titled Let Love 
Rule (Virgin), then came the road show called 
The Universal Love Tour Now comes his 
eighth outing, It Is Time for a Love Revolution. 
In case you're late to his career, a new 
song called "Love Love Love" offers a quick 
primer The complicating factor for Kravitz is 
that this is decidedly not the Summer of Love. 
It's not even 1989. when he made his debut. 
Back then love was a fresh concept, and with 
its frequent consort "peace" could wander 
the land hand in hand. These days, with a war 
dividing a country into angry factions, shout- 
ing love seems like a denial of reality. 

So how's the okl peace sign holding up? 
For the rest of us, not so well. But clearly the 
state of the world has done nothing to crush 
Kravitz's bell-bottoms. And if you thought the 
idea of "mindless escape" was redundant, 
along comes Lenny to remind you how tmly 
mindless mindlessness can be. "It is time for 
a tove revolution," he screams on the title 
track, "time for a new Constitution." That's as 
deep as the lyrics get. Throughout, virtuoso 
drumming and Hendrix-style solos shoot their 
wad — and then quickly retreat. For a man 
devoted to a freak-out philosophy, there's 
precious little freakiness on display The 
music is economical, hardworking — excess 
is celebrated but never on view. 

"A Long And Sad Goodbye" addresses 
the infidelities and absences of his father, Sy 
Kravitz. The son sings of abandonment: 
unfortunately his words sound like preening 
atop an impressive guitar attack. The effect 
is almost head-ringing: You don't know 
whether to cry with Lenny or dig the crunchy 
riff. Ultimately, he sounds confused — he 
wants to bare his soul and txx)gie on,.t>ut the 
boogie isn't nearly good enough. Note to 
Lenny: A feel-good jam may not be the best 
way to get across your antiwar message (ask 
Bruce Springsteen). Seems the endless war j 
s a tot less real to him than the infinite party. 

PJ Smi 




THE MARS UDLTA 
THE BEDLAM IN GOLIA 
UNIVERSAL MOTOWN 

California eight-piece The Mars Volta have made albums about the 
left/right brain face-otf of an addict in a drug coma and set their late 
sound tech's diary to music. Bedlam, their fourth effort, details a song- 
cycle about a Ouija board. Naturally. Luckily, the band's punk-prog 
swarm is more than up to realizing frontman Cedric Bixler-Zavala's 
lyrical fantasies. The sheer range of sounds is dizzying— Ornette 
Coleman-esque horn-squiggles ("Aberinkula"), quasar-clear basslines 
("Agadez"). Bixler-Zavala's inhuman falsetto ("Ouroboros"). Rarely does 
rock music feel so simultaneously orchestrated and raw. Zach Baron 
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VAMPIRE WEEKEND 
VAMPIRE WEEKEND 
XL 



Is there a dorm room 
tap at Columbia 
University ttiat runs not 
water but palm wine? 
New York's Vampire 
Weekend — four young 
white dudes who met 
while studying uptown 
near Harlem — seem to 
have ttie beverage 
in their blood, along 
with a towering stack 
of King Sunny Ade 



records by the hi-fi. On 
this, their debut full- 
length, the indie-rock 
geek squad plies 
highlife guitars and 
quasi-reggaeton 
rhythms while goofing 
on their owm boho 
pan-culturalism by 
shouting out Peter 
Gabriel and United 
Colors of Benetton. 
"First the window / 



Then it's to ttie wall / 
Lil Jon, he always tells 
the truth," sings Ezra 
Koenig on the jaunty, 
funky "Oxford 
Comma," a three- 
minute Afro-pop 
argument for real talk 
over grammatically 
precise prevarication. 
The group's sub- 
tropical musical 
fixation is counterbal- 
anced by a beautiful 
baroque string 
arrangement on 
"The Kids Don't Stand 
A Chance" — it ought to 
be their alma mater's 
new graduation 
ceremony soundtrack. 
And "Bryn" — with its 
bell-clear vocals, 
hypnotic keyboards, 
and jittery poty- 
rtiythm — sounds like a 
worthy outtake from 
Talking Heads' 1980 
Remain in Light (Sire). 
Much like that classic 
New York combo dkJ, 
Vampire Weekend 
have succeeded in 
putting the hips back 
in hipster. Peter Relic 




On his sophomore 
effort, Trilla—an 
overblown celebration 
of fast money, fast 
women, and fast cars 
that teeters between 
exhilarating and 
tacky — Rick Ross 
rarely pauses for 
reflection. But so goes 
the good life in Miami. 
A gifted rapper, Ross' 
delivery is a swath of 



staccato bursts, 
well-crafted rhyme 
schemes, and slick 
one-liners. "Niggas 
Swisher Sweet, I got 
to keep it blunt," 
Ross spouts over the 
synthesized horns 
and rattling snares of 
"Pedal To The Floor" 
Throughout, long, 
epic keyboards and 
tumbling tom-tom 



drums are standard 
as the album's 
production force- 
feeds "Miami Vice" 
cocaine highlife 
through the maw of 
contemporary hip hop. 

A more organic 
exception is 
"Maybach Music," 
where Jay-Z cameos 
over a sinuous 
bassline and a 
dusting of pianos. 
"I'm G Rap with 
better transportation, 
on the road to 
riches," boasts Hov. 
But unlike Jay, who 
has made a career of 
examining the human 
costs of hustling on 
record, Ross' 
depiction of the drug 
trade is almost as 
bloodless and morally 
simplistic as hedge 
fund management. 
He needn't be 
repentant to be 
compelling; even if 
Ross is a heartless 
sociopath with no 
ethical compass, he 
should at least make 
us shiver. 7n7/a is one- 
note — but at least it's 
a high one. 

Ber7 Dotiick 




Orlando is best known 
for theme parks and 
prefab pop, but this 
Canadian producing 
duo is fast making it 
the worid's hipster 
dancehall capital. 
After their innovative 



Meek indie chanteuse 
Cat Power, aka Chan 
Marshall, finally 
indulged her soul 
fantasies on 2006's 
7?7e Greafesf 
(Matador), a lush 
endeavor backed by 
members of Al Green's 
Hi-era band. But she 
sounded more delicate 
than ever, singing 
somnolently, ceding 
ground to her 
accomplished band. 
She's ditched them 
on this, her second 
covers album, and 
sounds reawakened 
by the calm — she 
makes Billie Holiday's 
1936 "Don't Explain" 
into a supernatural 
stance and uses 



Greensleeves 
rhythm albums 
Clappas (2003) 
and fled Alert 
(2004) failed to 
take Jamaica by 
storm, SRC 
experimented 
with UK drum 
& bass and 
landed a deal 
with cool kid 
impresario Diplo. 
This crisp 10- 
track sampler 
riffs on electro- 
pop, house, and 
TV jingles, 
freshening 
reggae stalwarts 
Capleton and T.O.K., 
but leaving the 
wickedest cuts 
("Test Me Nuh" and 
"Hotter Than Them") 
for fellow Torontonian 
Kid Foreigner Good 
look, eh? Rob Kenner 




Fellow Mad Decent 
signee RYE RYE hit 
last summer with 
"Shake It to the 
Ground," a perky 
Baltimore club single 
showcasing the 17- 
year-old rapper's agile, 
scratchy-sweet voice- 
"I'm not a gangsta 
girl, but I'm a ghetto 
superstar"-and pair- 
ing mic attitude with 
PG-rated dance-floor 
acumen. Produced by 
□J Blaqstarr, it bodes 
good things for the 
B-more native's debut, 
due this year. 

Jullanne Shepherd 



CAT POWER 



James Brown's 1961 
"Lost Someone" as a 
ballet-like vocal 
exercise. Most 
revealingly, a bonus 
track re-imagination 



of the Hot Boys'(l) 
1999 "I Feel" is 
mesmerizing, chilling, 
and utterly spare — no 
forcing required. 

Sean Fennessey 



98 



Vise. com 





HOT CHIP 

MADE IN THE DARK 

ASTRALWERKS/DFA 



In 2005, the London- 
based electro-pop act 
Hot Chip was "Down 
With Prince." Three 
years later, on their 
third album, they're 
doubling up with R. 
Kelly ("Wrestlers"), 
falling in love with 
UB40 ("We're Looking 
For A Lot Of Love"), 
and dutch-passing 
with Missy and 
Timbaland ("Shake A 
Fist"). For a bunch of 
pasty Brits behind syn- 
thesizers, these are 
difficult sounds and 
affectations to bomjw 
without seeming a tad 



Insincere, which might 
have been why Hot 
Chip kept their heels 
dug into electro 
tenitory on 2006's The 
Warning. Yet here's 
"Ready For The Floor," 
a double-time 
electronic revision of 
1960's girl-group doo- 
wop, and reedy 
frontman Alexis Taylor 
sells the lullaby melody 
without a wink. 

Later in "Wrestlers," 
Taylor narrates his 
own 'Trapped In The 
Closet" chapter — 
"don't fight dirty, don't 
hit me with the chair*— 



over deliberate on- 
the-beat piano hits and 
handclaps. Factor in 
a pair of bare-skinned 
piano ballads, a fierce 
disco number called 
"Hold On," and the 
band's cartoonish 
take on heavy metal 
("Bendable Poseable"), 
and you begin to 
understand Hot 
Chip's rarity and 
charm: They grab 
hold of genres long 
stuck in straitjackets 
and, if only for a few 
minutes a pop, let 
them run amok. 

Nick Sylvester 




DEL THE FUNKY HOMOSAPIEN 
Uth HOUR 

OEFJUX 



Having revolutionized 
three disparate rap 
sub-genres with his 
arch antics — gangsta 
P-Funk with his 
cousin Ice Cube, 
slippery left-coast 
underground with 



Hieroglyphics, and 
dizzying cosmos rap 
with Deltron 3030— 
Del the Funky 
Homosapien has been 
something of a 
thinking man's clown. 
But this self-produced 



fifth album, his first in 
nearly eight years, is 
far from inventive, and 
even less funny. 
Leaden beats and a 
stilted flow — at one 
time, his ace in the 
hole — leave 1 Hour 
dim, dull, and worst of 
all, empty. On 
"Situations," he 
burbles, "You can't let 
emotions control you." 
Here? Not even close. 
Sean Fennessey 
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MARVIN GAYE 

HERE. MY DEAR [EXPANDED EDUIDN) 

HIP-Q SELECT 
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THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA 
DDWN IN NEW ORLEANS 

TIME LIFE 



And then there was 
one. With former 
leader Clarence 
Fountain sidelined by 
diabetes, 77-year-old 
Jimmy Carter is the 
only original Blind 
Boy heard on the 
group's 60th or so 
release since forming 
at the Alabama 
Institute for the Blind 
in 1 939. And while 
Down in New Orleans 
doesn't quite match 



the intensity of the 
group's eariy-'50s 
heyday (check out the 
compilations Oh Lord, 
Stand By Me or The 
Sermon, both from 
Specialty, if your soul 
can stand it). It's a 
solid concept 
album with some 
magnificent moments, 
vocal and otherwise. 

Gospel Informs the 
most fundamental 
Crescent City 



grooves, as local 
pianist David 
Torkanowsky 
demonstrates on the 
fiery "Free at Last." 
Elsewhere, the 
Preservation Hall Jazz 
Band and Hot 8 Brass 
Band offer textbook 
examples of New 
Orieans music's 
capacity to blend 
gospel, jazz, R&B, 
and funk as though 
they'd never been 
torn asunder. But 
focusing as it does 
on tribulation and 
solace, gospel is the 
music of the moment 
in New Orieans — 
and that moment is 
memorialized In 
"If I Could Help 
Somet)ody," Carter's 
passionate duet with 
piano legend Allen 
Toussaint. All Carter's 
whisper-to-a-scream 
talents are on display 
in this song about 
music's redeeming 
powers — and both 
the aging singer and 
that recovering city 
are healed by it. 

Richard Gehr 




The album for which the term "TMI" was likely invented. Tfie album that 
perfected pom music as we know it. And the album shares the honor of being 
one of only two divonce-themed masterpieces produced in any genre (see 
below). But it's not just about a divorce, it's because of one. This 30th 
anniversary edition of Marvin's pained 1978 epic features alternate takes, 
disco mixes, and tell-all notes by official court-of-soul biographer David Ritz. 
None, though, are better than the album's own tell-all. 

In 1 959. Berry Gordy's sister Anna met Marvin. He credits her with getting 
his lazy ass to the recording studio. They soon married. The rest Is musical 
history and sexual mystery. The divorce wasn't pretty or cheap, not least 
because he jetted from her arms to get amorous with 1 7-year-old Janis 
Hunter — a common-law union that produced two children, including Matrix 
trilogy warrior-princess Nona. Marvin, on the verge of bankruptcy and 
eviction, is told by the judge to donate proceeds of his next album to Anna. 

Into the lab he disappears, and a year later, oops there it is: The bitter, 
irony-tinged Here. My Dear. No one. not George Clinton or Prince, has ever 
used R&B's confessional mode more paradoxically to both sarcastic and 
romantic effect. When he's not reminding Anna how much he used to love to 
rock her world and be rocked in return, he's crying over the asscrack- 
extracting settlement and all it says about so-called tme love. 

You can probably enjoy its sweeping, soul-operatic venom from either side 
of a nasty split — ^the side laughing or the side crying all the way to the bank. 
The same falsetto that made us swoon over the plight of sky-high returning 
Vietnam soldier-junkies now whistles straight-up private talk through Anna's 
ear to us. Consider it the longest, most lyrical, head-nod-able, and vengeful 
break-up letter ever put to wax. Gregory Stephen Tate 

RICHARD AND LINDA THOMPSON 
,4007' OUT THE LIGHTS (HANNIBAL 1982) 
nat other divorce album is doubly crushing: long- 
time couple Richard and Linda Thompson recorded 
their mournful magnum opus mid-split. Richard's 
inrgeously kaleidoscopic guitar solos are grand 
i^ater. and every time Linda pleads, "I'm walkin' 
in a wire," it's the sound of a long. Incandescent 
partnership crumbling before your ears. S.F. 





RAHEEM DEVAUGHN 
LOVE BEHIND THE MELODY 

JIVE 




BOOMSHOTS 

REGGAE RIDOIMS 6 REALITY 
BYROBKENNER 



On the grandiose 
intra to his sopho- 
more set, Maryland- 
based singer- 
songwriter Raheem 
DeVaughn goes 
straight Sybil. And 
while the "R&B 
hippie/neo-soul rock 
star" doesn't quite 
pull off either of 
those personalities 
convincingly, it's 



pedestrian 
lyrics that 
nearly do the 
earnest soul 
man in. On 
the Fender 
Rhodes 
come-on 
"Love Drug," 
a thugged- 
out mess, he 
absurdly 
croons 
"You're pure 
as snow from 
Colombia / You 
keeps it tight for me 
like Ziplocs..." By the 
time the slow bounce 
groove of "Customer" 
arrives, one wonders 
how the same kid who 
displayed knockout 
vocal maturity on his 
2005 debut, The Love 
Experience (Jive), 
could spout piffle like 



"I'm the catch of 
the day." 

DeVaughn does 
come to his senses 
to deliver the type 
of grown and love- 
starved balladry he 
excels at on the 
alluring "Desire," 
a slow cut that owes 
more to the 
romanticism of Will 
Downing than today's 
lay-and-slay R&B 
male vocalists. And 
the jazz-inflected 
"Marathon," featuring 
Floetry, is so far the 
sexiest song of 2008, 
with sweat-drenched 
lines like "I'm caught 
in your seduction / 
You make me lust for 
more and more." 

Finally, the lover- 
man is back. 

Keith Murphy 



Versatility is a mixed 
blessing for any 
serious musician, 
as Ron Blake can 
probably attest. The 
Virgin Islands-reared 
saxophonist has lately 
made his wage 
playing hectic fusion 
with bassist Christian 
McBride, hypnotic 
funk with Meshell 
Ndegeocello, and 
whatever else with the 
Saturday Night Live 
band. He's been busy 
and hard to pin down. 
Even his strong last 
album, 2005's Sonic 
Tonic (Mack Avenue), 
suggested the work of 
a transient soul. 

Shayari, Blake's 
latest, holds still long 
enough to make a 
solid impression. It's 
an acoustic record, 
but with deep 
undercurrents of 
groove, thanks to 
master drummer Jack 
DeJohnette, who 
saunters through 
some tracks, and 
McBride, who 
swaggers through 
others. Michael Cain, 
the album's hands-on 





RON BLAKE 
SHAYARI 

MACK AVENUE 



producer, improvises 
fluently on piano, 
sometimes in duets 
with Blake — a format 
more engaging here 
than anyone might 
expect, especially on 
"Remember the Rain," 
one of several 
casually arresting 
original tunes. 

Blake, playing 
tenor, sounds 
tenacious and loose, 
like a middleweight 



contender Trading 
jabs with DeJohnette 
on "Hanuman," he 
could almost pass for 
a young Charles 
Lloyd, carrying the 
Coltrane torch for a 
Fillmore crowd. But 
what distinguishes 
Shayari is the 
powerful sense that 
Blake, turning inward, 
is finally playing for no 
one but himself. 

Nate Chinen 



CHRISTIAN MCBRIDE BAND LIVE AT TONIC 
liOPE ADOPE, 2008) This three-CD set grabbed 
* tention for its guest stars, including OJ Logic. 
But the highlight is disc one, which strictly 
features McBride and his fusioneering jazz band, 
including Blake, keyboardist Geoffrey Keezer, 
and drummer Terreon Gully pushing themselves 
to the edge, nailing the balance between jacked- 
up and spaced-out. N.C. 
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"You keep it gangster so they 
label you the black sheep." 
Gail Gotti raps on "Slow Roll," 
one of the funkier cuts off 
Ky-ManI Marley's startling 
third album. Radio (Vox). 
"Yeah, I feel that," the 32- 
year-old admits while waiting 
on the tour bus for a gig, 
opening for '80s pop metal 
icons Van Halen at Madison 
Square Garden late last 
November. "But I don't mind 
the title. I walk on the brink of 
insanity and sanity. I'm a 
rebel. I like it that way." How 
rebellious? Well, there are no 
Bob covers on the album, and 
the guest roster includes G 
Unit's Young Buck, New York 
dancehall icon Louie Rankin, 
and R&B vixen Mya. "Right 
now I don't fit," Ky-Mani says 
with a grin. "The obvious 
place they're gonna throw me 
is reggae, because of my last 
name. And of course the 
influence is there, but you 
couldn't necessarily say it's a 
reggae album." 

Like his younger brother 
Damian of "Welcome To 
Jamrock" fame — who was 
born to Miss World 1976 
Cindy Breakspeare — Ky-Mani 
is the offspring of one of his 
father's extramarital affairs. 
His mother, Anita Belnavis, 
was Jamaica's table tennis 
champion, who went to live 
with her mother in Florida 
when her son was 7. "That 
was rough," Ky-Mani says of 
the transition from his simple 
country existence in Trelawny 



to life on "hot block" in 
Miami. "At first it wasn't what 
I wanted," he says, "but you 
adapt. I'm from a family of 
survivors." 

Rasta purists criticized 
Ky-Mani's star turn as Biggs 
in the 2002 street classic 
Shottas (Access), but the 
authenticity of his perfor- 
mance was no accident. "As a 
child, there wasn't nobody 
sitting with me talking about 
Rastafari," he explains. "I had 
dudes in the neighborhood 
that was strapped, selling 
whatever they had to sell on 
the corner. So that's what I 
was raised up in. And I can't 
deny myself." He drew on 
those same experiences to 
write "The March" — a 
provocative song that 
juxtaposes the conflicts 
overseas with the undeclared 
war in America's streets. 
"When I started with the whole 
rap thing, they had qualms 
with that 'cause my last name 
was Mariey," he says before 
heading off to the show. 
"But I got one life to live, and 
I can't live my life trying to 
please you." 
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LONE RANGER On The Other Side Of 

Dub (Heartbeat) 

RAS SHILOH On/y King Selassie 
(GreensJeeves) 
I WAYNE Boo* Of Ufe (VP) 
ALPHA BLONDY The Best Of 
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-y-^^™ Q BOBBY wnr.'r'vrK R 
1*rffefi, ""^ ~ "Across 110th 
^ Bw f™"! Across 

ml.aM liath street 

(Charly, 1972) 

Womack's stormy soul burner is 
a rare and mighty example of the 
soundtracl< song that t>ecame more 
famous than its source film. 

"Nigga Gots 
No Heart" from Menace 
II Society (Jive, 1993) 
This Is tjedrock gangsta 
shit from one of its godfathers — the 
song first showed up in one of the 
quintessential cinematic documents 
of West Coast gang culture. 

Q GLADYS KNIGHT 8 
THE PIPS -On and On" 
from Oautllne 
(Capital, 1974] 

Written and produced by soundtrack 
maestro extraordinaire Curtis 
Mayfield, this is Gladys at her grind- 
ing best, unleashing her big voice 
without ever losing an inch of dignity. 



weaving, tmbbing, and punching — 
while soundtracking the perfect early 
'90s East Coast rap movie. Still 
dizzying after all these years. 
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O WILLIE HUTCH ■ 
"I Choose You" 
from TbeMack 
(Motown, 1973] 




FMNHY "Stttta'UpIn 
My Room" from Waiting 
to ExlialB (Arista, 1995] 

On an album full of 
mature, yearning women. Brandy's 
youthful, Babyface-penned lament is 
a sad txjt hopeful dash of pop genius. 

0 FRIC B B RAKIM - 
"Juice (Know The 
Ledge]" from Juice 
(MCA, 1991] 

This is The God MC at his apex — 



Hutch's gallant Memphis soul never 
ages, never shows rust or wear, 

"^HH THE LADY OF RAGE - 
^^RVj "Afro PuMT from 

Above The Kai (Death 
~ . Row/Interscope, 1994] 

"Now i m hittin' MCs like 
'Hadouken!'" No question. Death 
Row's first lady could spit like a 
llama With slippery G-funk produc- 
tion from Dr. Ore's most glorious peri- 
od, this is mean-muggin' at its best. 

MARVIN GAVE - 
-Trouble Man" 
from Trouble Man 
(Tamla, 1972] 

Another in the famouser-ttian-the- 
flick file. Gaye's pleading falsetto 
tjegs, "I come apart, baby," and you 
can practically hear him melting. 





0 8ADD - 

"I Wanna Sex You Up* 
from New Jack City 
(Giant, 1991] 

Don't front; if it's good enough for 
Nino Brown, it's good enough for 
you. CMB's style may look bad 
now, but just try not to get nostal- 
gic about the silky harmonies. 

0 PRINCE AND THE 
REVOLUTION - •Darting 
NlkJd" from Purple Rain 
(Wamer Bros., 1994] 

Anything from this epic would 
do — it may be the most perfect 
soundtrack ever — but Nikki's 
scandalous story feels as cool 
and dangerous as ever. 

r\)4MAD. RAS KASS B 
'AAFIR - 'Come 
Widdit- from Street 
Fighter (Priority, 1994] 

A conceptual posse cut: Ahmad 
was the literalist, rapping neatly; 
Ras Kass piled syllables upon 
syllables; and Saafir cleaned up 
with abstractions and meditations. 







DUKE ELLINGTON - 
'Anatomy of a Murder* 

ftom Jlnatomy of a 
fl Murder (Columbia, 1959] 

One of the best and earliest uses of 
contemporary music in film, 
Ellington's blaring and boisterous 
jazz is at full throttle here. He even 
shows up in the movie, as Pie-Eye, 
to show 'em how it's done. 
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UGK FEAT KEITH 
MURRAY AND 
LORD JAMAP 
Uve Vnres Connect" 
from Don't Be a Menace to 
South Central While Drinking 
Your Juice in the Hood 
[Island, 1996] 
Who remembers this Wayans 
Brothers clunker? No matter — this 
early Down South-East Coast 
connection knocks hard. 



JAY-Z FEAT !Mr.,-niiTS 
BLEEK - "Hey Papl" 
fiuiu The Nutty 
Professor IL The 
Kbimpa (Def Soul, SOOO] 
Even Jay's soundtrack throwaways 
sound like smashes. This one, daz- 
zlingly produced by Timbaland and 
featuring a shockingly game Bleek, 
could have been a major hit for 
anyone else. For Jay? Just a trifle. 

Q " ' "Granny 
Says Kick Yo Black Ass" 
, , from fisar of a Black 
U Hat (Avatar, 1994} 

Ice Cold. Tasty Taste and Tone Def! 
More than 1 0 years later, it's hard to 
tell what's better — the original ver- 
sions of the songs these jokers par- 
odied, or the parodies themselves. 
"Granny Says" is pitch-perfect 
LL Cool J-baiting. 

0 

"Many Rivers To Cross" 
from The Harder They 
Come (Island, 197S] 

This is a double pleasure — it broke 
reggae in America and was a smash 
at that. The elegiac "Rivers" is an 
atypical down note for the album, 
but Cliff's vocal soars so high it's 
impossible to ignore. 




E.COM 



For ne«vs on the latest singles and the music 
you see here, check t/IBLcoin/blag/rapidshare. 



VIBe.COM 101 



Made Men 

Robert De Niro and Curtis "50 Cent" Jackson 

made their names bringing gangster mytliologies 
to life. Now they're sharing the screen together 
in the new movie Righteous Kill. But how hard 
is it to hve up to the image day in and day out? 

These two ought to know 



BY DANYEL SMITH 





They're both weird guys^ 

Tough-acting guys, each in his way.; 

' ^ At the photo shoot, De Niro's early, seated 

|i: : in a director's chair, reading The New York Times. 

I < Looking over the top of his glasses, he asks without speaking 




"Where's Curtis?" 

Curtis is stepping off the elevator, looicing slim, not quite so superhero 
about the shoulders. As the bulbs begin to flash, the two of them are a 
little awkward — until Jackson picks up a bat, then a toy Oscar, at one 
point a tiny toy pistol. There is a menace to these two, or maybe it's just 
unpredictability. Real or imagined, it's what they bring, without half 
trying. One, even with his stature and millions, talks a whole lot, like he 
knows he's still got something to prove as an actor The other, perhaps 
the best actor of his generation, talks not much at all, sitting back with 
the poise of one who feels that a single raised eyebrow should say it all. 

Robert Mario De Niro Jr. and Curtis James Jackson III. No matter 
what roles they play, no matter what else cither of them do — have &milics, 
run businesses — De Niro and Jackson are both gangsters for life. They've 
both made lives of portraying them — 50 in real life, onstage, and on- 
screen, De Niro mosdy on-screen — perfecting the pose and madness and 
especially the cold souls of men who have street mentalities, who have 
litde to no remorse about living lives infused with violence and crime, 
murder and mayhem. Jackson, based on his criminal record, his rap re- 
cords, and the semi-autobiographical film Get Rich or Die Tryin, appar- 
endy has more tangibles, as an actor, to draw from. But De Niro, most 
loved for playing men who kill at will, clearly has his mysteries. 

De Niro and 50 Cent. One 64, the other, exactly half his age. De 
Niro was raised in New York City's Little Italy by divorced parents 
(dad was a sculptor, painter, and poet; mom was a painter and print- 
er). Jackson was an orphan by age 8, and brought up in his grandpar- 
ents' home in Queens, N.Y., with eight aunts and uncles. De Niro 
went to a performing arts high school and ran the streets a bit with 
a crew — people called him "Bobby Milk" because of his pale skin. 
Jackson, who boxed as ajunior Olympian, started selling drugs at 1 1 , 
and served six months at a boot camp in 1 994 for possession of heroin 
and crack. 

Through his relationships with Jam Master Jay and Eminem, and 
after a string of now-legendary mixtapes, Jackson realized his dream of 
becoming a rich and world-famous MC. Among many other accolades, 
he's been nominated for 13 Grammys, won three BET Awards, and 
two MTV Video Music Awards. He's sold more than 22 million 
albums. And he was shot nine times before he turned 25. 

By the time he was in his teens, De Niro was studying with the best 
drama teachers of the century, performing Chekhov on the stage. 
He was receiving wide acclaim when a young director named Brian 
De Palmacast him in 1969's The Wedding Party. After winning the '74 
Oscar for The Godfather Part II (the first of two statuettes from six 
nominations), there was a little film called Taxi Driver, not to mention 
The Deer Hunter, Raging Bull, The Untouchables, Midnight Run, Cape 
Fear, A Bronx Tale, Casino, and Heat among many others. 
I But it was his portrayal ofVito that made De Niro part of rap culture. 

I If not born of the The Godfather trilogy, hip hop was certainly raised on 
1 it. There are too many references from the films in hip hop songs to count. 
* Even Jay-Z has referred to himself as "Young Vito." The only Hollywood 
g icon who looms as large is Al Pacino in Scatface — in April 2005, 50 Cent 
I even appeared on the cover of VIBE as Tony Montana. And now, the 
3 crisscrossing cross-references come to a head: This summer, 50 and Dc 
S Niro, along with Pacino, star together in Righteous Kill, a $60 million 
5 film that, in shorthand, is about gangsta cops. Aside from being a probable 
i blockbuster. Righteous Kill affords 50 the opportunity to check in on the 



larger-than-life archetypes he's been adoring and mimicking all along. 

Which begs the question: Why do black guys — shit, why do^^.j — 
identify with Hollywood's Italian-American gangsters to the degree 
they do ? Is it simply the idea of gaining — with finesse — power outside 
the mainstream? That's something some young black men have been 
aspiring to do — and sometimes forced to do — since Emancipation and 
before. The ability to instill fear and to gain respect is power. Sometimes, 
killing is power. The idea of living without regret is seductive. It can 
also be death on the spirit. 

Jackson is happy to be acting for a lot of reasons, one of the main 
ones being that, even when playing a thug, he can let go of having to 
always walk and talk like one. When asked if he's ever going to shake 
his gangster stance, he speaks of wanting to "create something different" 
through his film projects. "I mean, hip hop, you have to understand, the 
art form itself is so competitive," he says. "It doesn't allow you to show 
any vulnerability." The kind of vulnerability he showed once or twice 
as an actor in Get Rich. The kind he tentatively shows when talking about 
his son, or when chilling with De Niro's admiring kids. But would 50 
be rich if he hadn't been that indestructible shot-up criminal thug rapper 
since he was 11? No tears need to be shed for him, though, right ? He's 
often said that he needs us to hate him. But do we need him, like we've 
needed other rappers, to die — spiritually or actually — to make us feel 
better about bowing our heads and going along with the get-along? And 
we don't want to give De Niro a break from it either: All we really want 
is to see Bobby Milk thug it out, bloody somebody with a bat, tell some- 
one with his glare that life outside the lines is where life really is. 

When was the first time you came In contact with Robert De Niro? 

50: I grew up watching his movies, so many different ones. One of my 
favorites was [ 1 990's] Goodfellas. I could watch that over and over. He 
was amazing. 

What was it about Goodfellas? 

50: The characters are like real people. It's a movie that's interesting to 
people, even if they're not in that lifestyle. If you tell people a film is 
based on a true story, it's interesting to watch because you get to use 
your imagination, feel the person's experience. It can make you feel like 
you've experienced a person's entire life in that short period of time. 
Goodfellas was one of those films. 
When did you come in contact with 50 Cent? 
RD: I'd heard of him. There was another movie we almost did togeth- 
er — it never came together but we met just to read, you know. So it 
didn't happen, and then Righteous Kill came up. 
50: 1 actually spent a litde bit of time with him at his house. That [film] 
didn't happen, but I had a chance to actually meet him. 
Are you guys friends? 

50: We got a chance to see a litde more of each other than a lot of the 
others who were working on the actual set. I got a chance to talk with 
him a litde bit in the trailer when I was on the movie set. 
What advice would you give Curtis atxiut acting? 
RD: Curtis, he's very smart, so he's got good instincts. 
African-American actors are often criticized for portraying 
gangsters, and Italian Americans as well. I wonder how both 
of you guys feel about that? 

50: Some of the [most] exciting stories come from that area, and I think 
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and fiction." 




SCENE STEALERS 

Long before 50 met De Niro, rappers 
were taking their place alongside 
some of the greatest actors of our 
generation-and holding their own 



ICE-T as Scotty Appleton 

& WESLEY SNIPES as . 4 

Nino Brown in / "i* 

NEW JACK CITY ^Nartmr / 

Bros. Pictures, 1991) 

The most iconic '90s film ^ 

villain. Brown tells Appleton , • "^^rT " 

about gunning down an r/ i 

innocent schoolteacher as part of a gang Initiation; 

Appleton realizes the victim was his mother. Intensity 

ensues. Ice-T finds a new calling, and Snipes 

becomes a star. 



ICE CUBE as Doughboy 

& CUBA GOODING JR. as Tr6 Styles in 

BOYZ N THE HOOD (Columbia Pictures, 1991) 

Before Gooding nabbed the Oscar and before 
Cube dropped the Jheri curl and Raiders cap, 
the novices were sitting on a South Central 
stoop questioning the 'hood's tragic cycles 
of self-destruction and America's indifference 
to a generation lost. Potent stuff. 

TUPAC SHAKUR as Bishop & 

OMAR EPPS as Q in JUICE (Paramount, 1992) 

It's often said that 'Pac ended up becoming Bishop. If 
so, the transformation was made flesh here, in this story 
about broken love and disappointment. As Bishop 
comes off his hinges, he stares Q down, slicing him to 
the wick with his eyes. Q looked like he was about to 
give in — but really he was just waiting out the inevitable. 



QUEEN LATIFAH as CleO{ 
& JADA PINKETT as 
Stony in SET IT OFF 
(New Line Cinema, 1996)] 

This female bank heist flick ■ 
was no hackneyed Thelma ■ 
& Louise jack. Butch, bad- ! 
ass, and proud. Cleo could i 




be the illegitimate sister of Menace II Society's 
0-Dog, while Stony exudes a bare-bones 
righteousness that makes her believable as 
the survivor of the doomed crew. 



LL COOL J as Julian Washington & JAMIE 
FOXX as Willie Beamen in ANY GIVEN SUNDAY 
(Warner Bros. Pictures, 1 999) 

The gossip pages said LL and Foxx t>eeted for real 
throughout the filming of Oliver Stone's gridiron drama. 
It shows. As the star running back and the hot shot 
quarterback jaw at each other like two rottweilers, the 
actors, both previously written off as lightweight 
"entertainers." flex major on-screen chops. 

SNOOP DOGG as Rodney & TYRESE GIBSON 
as Jody in 848/80/ (Columbia Pictures, 2001) 

Rocking a wife-t)eater over skeletal triceps. Snoop plays 
Rodney as a worthless piece of shit, but a useful one. 
Jody gets a harsh jolt of reality when his son walks in on 
Rodney forcing himself on his girl. Fresh out of prison, 
Rodney's the cancer on Jody's wannabe-good nature. 



there are stories from pretty much every ethnic background. Not a lot of movies are 
made about the Russian Mafia — they're killers. [And ] the Triads ?[ referring to Chinese 
organized-crime groups]. So it's like I dare you to make a movie [about that], know 
what I mean? 

What's your definition of a gangster? 

SO: You have people who go to work everyday 9-to-5 that are gangster in my eyes. 
There's a parallel between the CEO of a major company.. .and a guy who's a boss 
in the neighborhood. They actually want to take over another person's company 
the way the guy in the neighborhood wants to take over another person's block. 
The only difference is one has psychotic means of accomplishing his goal, while 
the guy in corporate America does everything possible to do it without physically 
killing you. 
What do you think? 

RD: Well, I 'm actually thinking of a documentary, The Smartest Guys in the Room, 
about Enron. They just about conned everybody. 
Do you feel it's okay to be playing a gangster? 

50: Yeah. Actors are imitating life. That exists. People who don't actually follow the 
rules. So for an actor to create a project to show people what actually happens, that's 
cool. Even down to the music I create, I write about harsh realities, the environment 
I grew up in. To some people it may be too aggressive, and they feel like, IVow! And 
I understand it because they grew up in a more conservative space. I see where they're 
coming from, but I'm not going to change based on that. They'd like things to be 
the way they experienced it, but there's other life going on. 
How do you feel atyout that? 

RD: Well, I agree with 50... 1 also feel that movies are like dreams, an expression of 
people's subconscious, what they feel, what they would want to do but wouldn't do. 
So they're like a release. And we all know the difference between reality and fiction. 
Are you ever going to play that nice guy, that mailman Tupac played in 
Poetic Justice? Are you ever going to play that boy-next-door role? 
50: When I read the screenplay that inspires me. 

Both of you are fathers. What do your kids think at>out what you're doing? 

50: My son is excited, he thinks I'm a superhero. Now even more because me and 
his mom aren't physically around each other anymore. 
He's proud of you. 

50: Absolutely. And it's impossible for him to miss me, because if he went through 
his regular day, there'd be references to me around, whether it's music or when he 
goes to school and his school knows 50 Cent is his dad. 
And what about you? Are they proud of you? 

RD: No, they act like they don't care, but.. .[laughter], but I think they do. 
They're proud of you. 

RD: Yeah. And they see me in another way because I'm very... 
Just dad. 
RD: Yeah. 

Both of you guys have starred in movies that people t>elieve are based on 

your life stories. Mr. De Niro, I wonder if you'd speak a little bit atiout A Bronx 

Tale? Are you that young guy whose father is a bus driver and who fell in love 

with a sister from the Bronx? 

RD: That's Chazz Palminteri's, that's based on his... 

Nobody believes that. 

50: [laughs] 

RD: I know they don't [laughter]. 
Nobody believes that. 

RD: No, but Chazz was born in the Bronx and he had that experience, his father 
was a bus driver, and I saw him do his one-man show and then we talked years 
ago, and that's how the movie sort of came about. I mean, [as the director] I put 
a lot of things in that I understood, experienced — with the kids and so on. But 
that was Chazz's scory. 

And how close is Get Rich or Die Tryin' to who you really are? 
50: Pretty close. But in some areas, they expand the situation to make it exciting. 
So that wasn't exactly what the experience was for me, but it was exciting to watch 
in the movie theater. I still think Get Rich or Die Tryin'is the best representation of 
my life so far. I've created two books that show me at different time periods, but Get 
allows someone who doesn't actually enjoy hip hop to get a sense of who I 
was as a person. A lot of things that people misinterpret as your experience just shows 
the struggle that you came through. Some people only hear the aggressive content 
in the music, so they match up the aggressive scenes in the film with the aggressive 
music and say: That's who 50 Cent is. 

50, why do you think people of our generation are into De Niro? 

50: They appreciate his work. And it's like, I'd hang out with Robert on Thursdays 



SEAN COMBS as Lawrence Musgrove 
& HALLE BERRY as Leticia Musgrove in 
MONSTER'S BALL (Lionsgate, 2001) 

With his estranged wife, Leticia, looking on, 
death-row Inmate Musgrove breaks the news to his 
confused son that he will not be coming back home. 
"I'm a bad man," he tells the boy. But it's Leticia's 
expression that sears, empty yet contemptuous. 



n _ ^ CAM'RON as Rico 

.^||^ r & WOOD HARRIS as 
, "^T^ X Ace in PAID IN FULL 
^ \ (Dimension, 2002) 

1 ^ It's unclear whether 

^r~~ Cam'ron is acting, perse, 
I M as the crazy thug hustler 
■ ^ Rico, full of bluster and 
attitude, perpjetuaily amused with himself. The 
only person who looks at him askance in this 
underappreciated film is his eventual enemy 
Ace who, rightly, regards him warily, unamused. 



2 EMINEM as B-Rabbit 
'ii^ & MEKHI PHIFER 

« as Future in 8 M/L£ 
^j. (Universal Pictures, 2002) 

* Dancing at the divide where 

* '.^^^ friendship becomes more 
\.\!^t9^M '^"^ ''^^'^ \o\ie. two 
SHI aspiring rappers — Eminem 
and Phifer (as a surrogate for the late Proof) — feed off 
of each other's dreams and desires. When B-Rabbit 
finally makes the leap to the stage, it's his dread- 
locked friend who is clearly proudest. 

WILL SMITH as Mike Lowrey & MARTIN 
LAWRENCE as Marcus Burnett in 
B>40 SO/S 2 (Columbia Pictures, 2003) 

Eight years after the first one. Will and Martin return 
together, but not equal. Smith is an Impenetrable, 
robotically slick supercop. and Lawrence struggles 
through his anger-managed second chance on the 
force. But in this post-Wam/ Vice fantasia of crime and 
the good life, it is humor, strangely, that always wins. 

MOS DEF as Sgt Lucas & KEVIN BACON as WaKer 
in THE WOODSMAN (Dash/Newmarket, 20O4) 

Mos is a deadly serious detective in a Pennsylvania 
backwater humbled by the horrors of child molesta- 
tion. And when he reads Bacon's Walter — a perp on 
parole who is seemingly honestly attempting to rein 
in his desire for preteen girls — Mos' blank, frightening 
indifference is a quick frost over the soul. 

LUDACRIS as Skinny Black & TERRENCE 
HOWARD as DJay in HUSTLE & FLOW 
(MTV Films/Paramount Classics, 2005) 

In a portrayal both broad and cutting, Ludacris 
dazzlingly lampoons t)e-chained. pimpin' Southern 
MCs as Skinny Black, an ostentatious clown living 
the high life. Howard's aspiring rapper DJay, 
simmering, then seething after an unfruitful meeting 
with Black, unforgettably raises the stakes during 
their tense and subsequently violent encounter 
in a bathroom. 

—Entries by Jon Caramanica, Sean Fennessey, Linda 
Hobbs. Keith Murphy, and DSW 



and Fridays...if I could. Because I get a chance to feel normal when I'm around 
Robert. His celebrity is so strong that I get a chance to feel like a normal person 
for a little bit. People get nervous around him. We had a table read, and it was 
amazing because there were people who came in who were like, all recognizable 
faces.. .and Robert comes in and Al comes in and it's almost like, their knees are 
going shaky under the table. It's great. 
Is it all Goodfellas and Heat? 

50: It's a certain power, because they've lived the art form, so we get up and want 

to reach that pocket where both Robert and Al are. Because they are bulletproof. 

There's no question — hands down, the best actors in the world. 

Do you ever get tired of gangsters being what you 're most famous for? 

RD: Those characters are more exciting. People like to watch and identify with 

them in some ways. It's a fantasy. The other side is, for an actor, [those parts are] 

more fun, in a way, to do. 

Are you that cold-blooded? 

50: Yeah. 

Mr. De Niro? 

RD: No. I don't know. I'm actually... more sensitive. 

50: [Laughs] You know what it is? The conditions that I grew up in.... It just 
doesn't go over well if you decide to cry because things aren't going your way. You 
appear weak, and the weak, they're supposed to be victims, they're supposed to 
be walked over because only the strong actually survive. So, you ask me if I'm 
cold-blooded: I have good intentions, but from [others'] perceptions, absolutely. 
They'd perceive me that way. 

When you're a method actor, you pull from your own experiences, the things 
that have affected you — are you pulling from those things? 

SO: Absolutely. I mean.. .I've chosen [roles] I can actually relate to. 
And do you still, after these many years, pull from it? 

RD: I think you have to. It's whatever you can use effectively. And that's part of 
the experience, part of expression — whatever is usable from your own experience, 
you put into the part. That's very valid, more than valid — it's the only way I see it. 
And then it's the way you can make it more personal. People can identify with the 
character, [then] make it specific, based on their own experience. Imagine that 
you've, not killed somebody, but you imagine the details, the specifics of that, that's 
what makes it special. Everyone makes their own choices. As my teacher Stella 
Adler said: Acting is about your choice, however you get there, whatever, drawing 
on your own experience, if it's valid and applicable to the work. 
Are we going to get another classic gangster character out of you, before 
you decide not to do this anymore? 

RD: Yeah, I have one that I'm going to do. [Frankie Machine, which is based on 
Don Winslow's book about a retired hit man.) I was supposed to do it with 
Scorsese, we just decided to go on to something else. 

50 has made clear the hard times he's gone through, and how they led him 

to be the gangster rapper he is and to play the kind of roles he plays. Your 

upbringing was more artistic. I wonder— to where are you reaching? 

RD: Well, I've had other experiences in my life that were, in spite of that, were 

very, for want of a better way of putting it, street-oriented. 

Wait a minute, is Robert De Niro saying he was running the streets? 

50: Orientated. ..no, he said he's street-orientated. 

[Laughs] What does that mean? 

50: It means he's a little savvy, understands, knows what's going on out there. 
Have you guys spoken about this? 

50: You can tell he does. He has to draw from somewhere to create these 
characters. 

This is what I'm saying. Where is this coming from? I'm saying, the coldness 
you can project, it's not even a gangster film, but, um. Cape Fear? 

RD: [Smiles] I thought that was a touching part... 

/ can'f even watch that movie. I watched Godfather II over the holidays; I've 
seen it a million times, but people forget how cold the Godfattier series is. 
And you're so compellingly mean on the screen. 

RD: Everybody's got their own mishegas. It's Yiddish [for craziness]. 
And you Just have it in here [points at heart]? 
RD: And wherever. V 



De Niro: Styled by Aude Bronson Howard, Groomed by Lynda Eichner 
50 Cent: Styled by Mia Maddox, Groomed by Lionel "Lyte" Jones 
Prop Styling by Amy Henry 
Fashion Director: Memsor Kamarake 
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get a chance to feel normal | 

when I'm around Robert. His celebrity 
is so strong that|^|^^ance to feel like 
m a norm^^BHB a little bit. 

People get n*»wi|f around him " 







irty, hard snow crunches underfoot as you walk 
toward the Brooklyn, N.Y., walk-up that serves as 
Jackie Salloum's home and the offices of her 
company. Fresh Booza Productions. "Booza" is 
Arabic for "ico cream" — Salloum's parents own 
an ice cream shop outside Detroit. "During the 
making of the film, " she says, "I worked there 
about a year and a half, after I ran out of money 
New York. I tnoved back home, scooped ice 

during the day, and edited at night." 
Salloum was bom and raised in nearby 
•■©oarborn. a city sometimes derisively called 
"Deartsomistan." About 30 percent of Dearborn's 
98,000 people are of Arab descent. The city, world 
headquarters of the Ford Motor Company, has 
been described as "a microcosm of the Middle 
East, placed in the Middle West." Arabs began 
flocking there in the late 1 920s, when Henry Ford 
opened the world's largest automobile plant along 
the Rouge River. Refugees from Palestine came 
in waves after the creation of Israel in 1 948, and 
following a 1967 conflict with Egypt, Syria, and 
Jordan that tripled Israel's tenitory and placed a 
million Arabs under Israeli control. 

Salloum heads upstairs past a bustling hive 
of young educators and filmmakers. She points 
out the curtained-off hallway space under a 
skylight that until recently served as her post- 
production suite. Inside her new and improved 
wori<space — her bedroom — are wooden book- 
shelves filled with political texts, Salloum's 
collage-t)ased artwori<, family photos, and some 
LPs. Dominating the room are computers full of 
digitized video footage that she's using to edit 
her first documentary in time for the 2008 
Sundance Film Festival. "There's a lot of hope in 
this film," says Salloum. 

That film. SlingShot Hip Hop: The Palestinian 
Lyrical Front, says Salloum, is "about the 
Palestinian rappers who live in Israel and Gaza, 
their disconnection with their identity, their land, 
and each other, and how hip hop reconnects 
them." The film's title refers to the Palestinian 
weapon of choice during the first intifada, or 
retjellion against Israeli rule, from 1987-1993. By 
characterizing hip hop as a "slingshot," Salloum's 
saying that it's "a new form of resistance, and one 
of the most powerful." Perhaps she's also making 
a subtle allusion to another struggle that took 
place in what would become Palestine, the 

US viBa.com 



Biblical battle between David and Goliath, and to 
how a smaller foe can defeat a bigger enemy, if 
justice is on their side. 

Indeed, what makes SlingShot profound is the 
way these artists' disconnection and reconnection 
is framed against the 60 years long Palestinian- 
Israeli conflict. In one way, SlingShot's subjects — 
crews DAM, PR (Palestinian Rapperz), and 
Arapeyat; solo MC Mahmoud Shalabi, and singer 
Abeer— are simply young people into hip hop, trying 
to make music and stay tme to their art, just like 
would-be talent in Brooklyn or the Bay. Unlike U.S. 
artists, however, Palestinian rappers are doing all 
this under one of the longest continuous military 
occupations in modern times. 

It's a complicated situation, one that fills volume 
after volume of books. But, in shorthand; In 
November 1947, partially as a response to con- 
tinuing anti-Semitism in Europe and the call from 
Jews for a homeland of their own, the United 
Nations put forward its controversial plan to divide 
British-controlled Palestine between the Arab ma- 
jority and the smaller but growing Jewish popula- 
tion. On May 14, 1948, a date Palestinians com- 
memorate as Al-Naqba (the catastrophe), the new 
nation of Israel declared its independence. The 
next day, a loose coalition of Arab militaries in- 
vaded the new nation, beginning a yeariong war 
that expanded the txiundaries of Israel beyond 
what had initially been declared. Thousands on 
both sides died in the conflict, and hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinian Arabs fled to nearby 
countries as refugees. 

Almost 20 years later, in the Six Day War of 1 967, 
Israel invaded and took military control of East 
Jerusalem and the Delaware-sized West Bank, both 
of which had been under Jordanian rule. It also 
seized the Gaza Strip, roughly twice the size of 
Washington, D.C., from Egypt. This created a tidal 
wave of new Palestinian refugees, a numkjer esti- 
mated to be between three and five million today. 

Even now the conflict continues, often at gun- 
point, with 300 Israeli settlements on Palestinian 
land in the West Bank and Jerusalem. Israel is build- 
ing a massive concrete and fence ban-ier, some 
25-feet high and 400-miles long, that will encom- 
pass these settlements. The Israeli government 
says that the banier is necessary to protect its 
citizens from attacks, pointing to a decline in suicide 
bombings since construction started. 





"Imagine if you were living in a city that every- 
thing around you is run by enemies," says PR 
rapper/pnoducer Muhammed "DR" al-Farra, from 
Gaza, describing occupation in his halting English. 
"If you wanna go hang out in a park, you're afi^id 
to do that because Israeli can kill you, or kill your 
brothers, or kill your sister. You know? So, it's 
completely dangerous life," DR says, likening it 
to living inside "a big jail." 

The United States helps Israel, via financial 
and military aid averaging at least $3 billion 
annually — fully one-sixth of all U.S. foreign aid. 
Salloum thinks that's one reason why many hip 
hop stars' copious displays of cars and jewelry 
have never been that comjjelling for Palestinians. 
"In the West Bank and Gaza," she says, "they're 
so politicized, right from when they're born, that 
they see it as a representation of who is support- 
ing the occupation — America." 

Though ramshackle, there's an earthy beauty 
to the Arab part of Lod, a city of 67,000 in Israel's 
Center District where DAM's Tamer Nafar grew 
up. As a teenager here in the eariy 1990s, he 
watched American pop-rap videos on his local 
TV station: Snapl's "The Power," with rapper 
Turtx) B; Snow's "Informer:" "Boom! Shake The 
Room" by DJ Jazzy Jeff & The Fresh Prince. "The 
one that made the biggest buzz back then was 
Coolio, 'Gangsta's Paradise,'" says the 28-year- 
old MC in his rich Palestinian accent, with its roll- 
ing Rs. "I used to listen to it without knowing it 
was called hip hop." 

What changed everything was Tupac Shakur 
"There was an article atxjut two kids who killed 
an officer and they blamed Tupac's lyrics," Tamer 
says. '"Pump ya fists like this / Holla if you hear 
me,' I think, was the name of the song," he says, 
citing the lead single from Tupac's Strictly 4 My 
N.I.G.G.A.Z. (Jive, 1993) "It all started from 
Tupac," says Tamer, recalling "Holla"'s raw, cha- 
otic music video. "When you see a black man 
who's tieing chased by the police," he says, "We 
get chased by police here. When he's talking 
about people in prison, most of our friends are in 
prison. When he talks afcxjut slavery, you can 
compare it to the occupation.... It was like watch- 
ng our Arabic lives dubtied in another language.... 
It's like he's from Lod, man." 

"That's actually how he learned English," says 
Salloum, "translating Tupac songs." He went on 
to discover groups like Public Enemy. Within 
a year he knew most of the lyrics by heart. "Then 
I start saying it, just for fun," he recounts. "Then I 




started writing, just for fun. Then I recorded my 
first song, just for fun. And it was just a matter 
of time 'til it became a career." Today Salloum 
calls him "the grandfather of hip hop out here." 

In 1998, wtien it was still "just for fun," Tamer 
went into a local studio with his dad and younger 
brother Suhell and made his first CD, a six-track 
EP titled Stop Selling Drugs. They pressed up 
about 50 copies and gave them to friends. 
Mahmoud Jrere, a classmate's brother and ardent 
rap fan, got real excited by what he heard. 
Eventually, Suhell says, "Mahmoud joined us and 
we created DAM." An acronym for "Da Arabian 



that still rhymes in English: "You're a democracy? 
Actually it's more like the Nazis!" 

As an Arab living in Israel, "Tamer really paid 
for that line," Salloum says. "Some Israelis were 
like, 'yeah, well, they should leave this country if 
they're not happy with it.' Some called for the 
burning of their albums, and some said it was like 
a theme song for Hamas." Salloum became an 
instant fan and virtual collaborator. "I was so ex- 
cited that Palestinians were using that fomn of 
music," she says. "I knew that it would be effec- 
tive and transcend the borders." 

Salloum grabbed DAM's mp3 off of the now- 
defunct ArabRap.net, an early site for diverse ap- 
proaches to hip hop from Jordanian, Syrian, 
Letianese, Palestinian and other Arab MCs. She 
then "took all the documentaries I had of Palestine 
and the intifada, edited that to a beat, and in- 
cluded the translation" of DMA's lyrics into English. 
She uploaded the agitprop video onto ArabRap. 
net and got tens of thousands of hits. A film was 
the obvious next step. In the summer of 2CK)3, she 
went to Palestine to see family and to meet the 
rappers. Tamer distinctly remembers his first im- 
pression of Salloum. "She's dead serious," he 
says. "Sfie came from the U.S.A., and she talks 
about us like we're big." 

Where most obsen/ers saw Palestinian hip 
hop as a 



"I cannot take a CD of hip hop an d go to a guy who .s 
' Ko^f^n on the border-he's bleeding-and tell himT 



'Here you go, man. That's a good album.' 



I don't think it will solve his problems. I don t 



think hip hop can fight a tank." 



MCs," DAM also means "immortal" in Arabic, and 
"blood" in Hebrew, both languages in which the 
group rtiymes. "They want the Israeli people to 
hear what they're saying," says Salloum, whose 
film does not include any Israeli rappers, although 
the group has wor1<ed with some. 

Around the time DAM was getting really good 
at recording over American instrumental tracks, 
Salloum was 5,700 miles away, earning her 
Master of Fine Arts degree at New Yort< University. 
Listening to left-leaning radio station WBAI-FM 
one day, she heard Israeli artist Udi Aloni talking 
about Local Angel, the movie he'd just directed 
on the Palestinian- Israeli conflict. DAM was in it, 
and Aloni played one of the cuts from the film, 
"Meen Erhabe." Salloum was "blown away." 

A 4:04 howl of rage, rapped in Arabic over a 
tinkling, martial drum track, "Meen Erhabe" 
("Who's The Terrorist?") may be a landmark in the 
time line of Arab intellectual resistance, giving 
Palestinian discontent under Israeli oppression 
not only words, but a brutal, icy logic with cou- 
plets like, "Who's the terrorist? I'm the terrorist? 
How am I the terrorist when you've taken my 
land?" And, "Your countless raping of the Arabs' 
soul / Finally impregnated it / Gave birth to your 
child / His name: Suicide Bomber...." And one 



local phenome- 
non, "Jackie 
had energy, and 
faith in it." She 
also had a 
video camera, but no money. And she'd 
never been to film school. "'Hey! Let's 
make a film!'" she recalls telling the rappers with 
a big smile. "When I think back," she says now, 
"I can't believe how naive I was." 

By the summer of 2006, Salloum had Ijeen 
working on SlingShot for three years, dealing with 
the usual documentary production pressures: lack 
of money, equipment, and time. But making a 
movie in Palestine brought additional challenges. 
Israel's labyrinthine system of checkpoints and 
roadblocks — with check-free side roads for 
Israelis — meant simple trips that should take 20 
minutes could take hours, even days, depending 
on the temperament of the guards and the level 
of unrest in the country. 

Salloum recalls leaving Gaza for Akka one day 
to see Arapeyat at a show: "I was at Erez check- 
point, and a bomb went off behind the building," 
she says straightforwardly. "It shook the founda- 
tion. I was getting my pemiission to go back into 
Israel, so the soldier had just given me my pass- 
port. I'd had to sit there for three or four hours, 
and he'd come back and forth, asking me ques- 
tions. I kept saying, 'What's the problem?' and 
he's like, 'I can't tell you.' 

"But they do that to Palestinian-Americans 
all the time," she adds with a laugh. "At the 
airport, 1 wait seven hours sometimes. So, I 
turn around and leave, there was an explosion, 



and the Israeli soldiers started shooting," she 
says. "That's pretty normal there. Every night 
you hear [she mimics an automatic weapon]. If 
you don't hear gunshots, it's weird." 

What do Palestinians expect their art to do in 
a situation so dire? "I'm not ria/Ve," says DAM's 
Suhell. "I won't say, 'Change the worid.' Like 
Tupac said, 'I wanna start the people's mind, and 
then the people will change." He's troubled that 
people associate his homeland with nothing more 
than media images of explosions and kids throw- 
ing stones. "I wanna let the people know more 
about us," he says. "I wanna let the people know 
more at)out my struggle." 

One thing SlingShot Hip Hop makes obvious 
is the degree to which mainstream American 
rap has retreated to a withering posture of self- 
indulgence and decadence, while in many other 
parts of the worid, hip hop remains a vital means 
of protest and opposition. 

Tamer says his dream is to have an industry, 
but not in America. "MaytDe one day we will have 
an Arabic MTV," he says. "And Americans can 
turn that on and learn atwut us — our own slang, 
our music, our own culture — through hip hop." In 
fact, MTV Arabia, based in Dubai, t>egan broad- 
casting this past November, reaching an audience 
estimated at 190 million people. The channel will 
feature a blend of international and local talent, 
including the flagship show Hip HopNa, which 
searches for the best rappers in seven Middle 
Eastern cities. Two weeks before this interview, 
Tamer learned that DAM would not be included 
on the program. 

"The Arabic worid is really afraid of being politi- 
cal," he says, "because everyone is trying to kiss 
ass to the American government. This is why you 
can't hear us on MTV Arabia. We're the pride of 
hip hop and they're doing a show without 
Palestinians. We talked to them and they said 
they were going to fix it, but they're not." 

With SlingShot's Sundance debut, DAM has 
begun to reach a wider audience. But will music 
change the situation on the ground? "I don't 
think it's changing anything. At least for now," 
says Tamer. "I cannot take a CD of hip hop and 
go to a guy who is beaten on the border — he's 
bleeding — and tell him, 'Here you go, man. 
That's a good album.' I don't think it will solve 
his problems. I don't think hip hop can fight a 
tank. I think a tank can fight a tank. If I throw a 
CD on the big wall, I don't think it will demolish 
the wall. I think bombs will." V 
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as much a character as any name you'll see in »• 

I the credits. The decision was made from day ^ 

one by producers David Simon and Ed Burns. ^ ^ 
in conjunction vjith eventual musio supervisor 

Blake Leyh. that music on the show/ would -iffitS 
only be played in real time: Rap blaring from a 

radio on the corner, pub rock buzzing in bars. .Vjjl^l 

;"5 Baltimore club percolating in a nightclub. M.-'i; 




{ i'.l Music, they felt, was an organic part of The 
Wire's world, and should be treated as such, 
i'.^'.,' "At first, I looked at (Simon and Burns] as 
.• : ■'3 just TV guys who were making a cop show — 
so if they had an idea, I wouldn't have listened 
to them that much," Leyh says. "Now I see 
^ i it was a great choice to not use music ^ 
ij^ J traditionally— it heightens the reality of the 
'i\S*. world that we're portraying." / 
^ V* The reality of the show grew deeper when 
\ f'3j Simon and Leyh heard a copy of Darkroom 
Productions' 2005 Hamsterdam: The Best of 
Baltimore Vol. 1 mixtape, with songs featuring 
' / j Baltimore MCs dropping references to the 

/ ' show's plotlines and sprinkled with quotes. 
£j After listening. Leyh quickly got in touch with 
jff the Darkroom duo— Juan Donovan Bell and 
Jamal Roberts — and soon the two producers 
^ were making authentic Baltimore street rap for 
the show's fourth and fifth seasons, to be used 
in that same organic way. 

"It would be kind of corny if someone's 
alx)ut to get shot and then you hear dun- 
dun-duh." Bell says, mimicking eerie sound 
effects. "I've never heard that when I walk in 
\ Baltimore; I never hear dun-dun-duh. I hear 
Hamsterdam, though." 

In January, Nonesuch Records released an 
official Wire soundtrack, including several 
Darkroom cuts, but songs from the wider 
world have made their way onto the show, 
from Stelios Kazantzidis' Greek ballad "Efuge 
Efuge" (Odeon, 1966) to the Pogues' elegiac 
1986 "The Body of An American" (Stiff). Still, 
it's the local moments that kill. Literally. In 
"Corner Boys." a season four episode. Chris 
• and Snoop, two lethal soldiers in the 
Barksdale gang, sniff out a New York threat 
with some trivia about Young Leek, whose 
' "Jiggle It" was a hometown smash at the time. 
'^^'1% "They don't listen to lhat shit up in New York," 
■ Chris says. When Snoop questions the N.Y. 
- • invader about the song, the wrong answer 
gets only one response: a gun to the head. 
That's how serious music is on The Wire. 

Sean Fennessey 
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Part of The Wire's appeal is how elegantly the show walks the line between literary grace 
and bombastic drama, mailing nearly every scene a gem. Our favorite moments of the first 
four seasons are equal parts subtle and devastating, murderous and poignant. We wouldn't 
have it any other way. 



O CHESS. NOT CHECKERS 

"The Buys" — Season one — Episode three 

D'Angelo Barksdale teaches young dealers Wallace and 
Bodie the rules of chess, explaining the movement of 
differing pieces in relation to the drug game. Easily the 
show's most openly metaphorical moment, and a nod to 
Wire scribe Richard Price's Clockers. 

@ PROFANE AND CRAFTY 

"Old Cases" — Season one — Episode four 

Using only p>ermutations of the word "fuck," Bunk 
and McNulty case the scene of a long-unsolved murder 
potentially tied to the Bari<sdale gang and manage to find 
game-changing new evidence. It's a perfect picture 
of good police work and of Bunk and McNulty's 
swear-worthy chemistry. 

NICKY. CHEESE. AND SERGE 

"All Prologue" — Season two — Episode six (19) 

Attempting to settle cousin Ziggy's debt to drug dealer 
Cheese, Nicky Sobotka enlists mob muscle in the form of 
the Russian Serge, only to find himself watching temfied 
as Serge and his pals pull an armada of Uzls. The dispute 
ends bloodlessly, but reveals Nicky as the season's moral 
weather vane, trapped between an untenable job at the 
docks and a criminal life far beyond his capabilities. 

BUNNY GAZES ON HAMSTERDAM 

"Straight And True" - Season three - Episode five (30) 

As Lt. "Bunny" Colvin looks at Hamsterdam — his experi- 
ment with a drug traffic "free zone" meant to minimize vio- 
lence and keep narcotics off residential blocks — he notices 
a lone old woman still living amid the chaos of junkies, 
dealers, and hoppers. In one moment, the impossibility of 
his plan is made real. 

CUTTY EXITS THE GAME 

"Homecoming" — Season three — Episode six (31) 

Recent parolee Cutty's low drawl and steady, wide eyes 
seem fearful at first. But when he admits to kingpin Avon 
Bari<sdale that he didn't have it in him to pull the trigger 
on a rival dealer and wants out. you understand the quiet 
virtue of his character. Once he leaves. Slim Charies says, 
"He was a man in his time, you know?" Answers Avon, 
"He a man today." 

Lesson Plans 




OMAR ENCOUNTERS MOUZONE 

"Middle Ground" - Season three - Episode 11 (36) 

In a dark alleyway that may as well be the O.K. Corral, 
stick-up man Omar (whistling "The Farmer in the Dell") is 
stopped by Muslim hitman Brother Mouzone. The two talk 
weaponry and appear as though they may face off, but 
Mouzone instead proposes a deal. Omar wearily drawls, 
"Omar listenin'." 

e THE END OF STRINGER BELL 

"Middle Ground" - Season three - Episode 11 (36) 

In the still-unfinished building he tried so hard to develop 
with laundered drug money. Stringer Bell is cornered by 
Mouzone and Omar, an unlikely team of assassins. They 
were brought together by Bell's onetime partner Avon, who 
needs to eliminate Stringer for his betrayal and his 
bad decisions — and because between the soldier and the 
businessman, the soldier never stops fighting. 

O SNOOP'S HARDWARE SHOPPING 

"Boys of Summer" — Season four — Episode one (38) 

Introducing androgynous killer Snoop: As she chats up 
a clerk at the Hardware Barn with her densely coded slang, 
he asks how many contracting "jobs" she did last month, 
then explains the caliber on the nail gun he's trying to 
sell. Snoop plays along before chillingly noting how small- 
caliber guns fail to kill, then hands the stammering clerk 
a wad of cash and an enormous tip. 

TWO GENERATIONS COLLIDE 

"Know Your Place" — Season four — Episode nine (46) 

After weeks of avoiding Mario's offers of employment, 
teenaged Michael is forced to meet with the drug lord. 
They make a deal, exchanging Michael's apprenticeship 
for a favor: murdering his stepfather. It's the moment where 
season four's scale tips and everything begins to go 
wrong, sealing Michael's cold fate. 

@ BODIE S LAST FIGHT 

"Final Grades" - Season four - Episode 13 (50) 

Rather than run for it after learning he's been targeted, 
ever-reliable dealer Bodie stands his ground and defends 
his corner. Part suicide, part noble martyrdom, his death 
confirms his own assertions that Mario's crew represents 
total chaos — without honor. 
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Chiffon dress by BCBGMAXAZRIA 
Runway: blouse by KLS Collection: ruffle 
poncho (worn as skirt) by D&G; Arty "Dots" 
ring by Yves Saint Laurent Cruise. 








Dy Kocawear; oanoana oy imisKeen 
Originals. Windbreaker dress by Sean 
John: hoop earrings by Jan Palmer; 
dome ring by YNY Designs; silver 
crystal bracelets, all by Philippe 
Audibert Richard Prince After Dark 
bowling bag by Louis Vuitton; s 
' mules by Christian Loubou 
^S, Painted denim jacket by Y. 
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jeans by Y5L; Vivatrican pnntea cap oy 
Umbro by Kim Jones. Track jacket by 
LRG: hand-painted denim tote by 
Miskeen Originals. Rocaphone T-Shirt 
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LOVE IS PAIN: "Don't worry Tank 
Man, The Biz will give you a corazon 
at last," gasps Lauren as she con- 
soles The Scaredy Cat, who can't 
stand the sight of blood. "Oh, and 
while you're at it. Biz, can you help 
my other friends out?" The Biz 
grants Lauren's request. "Bet!" j 
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How does Ralph Lauren celebrate the 40th anniversary of his fashion empire? 
By presenting a lavish, impeccable Spring Collection filled with high-life classics 
synonymous with his signature style. And, in our Hollywood issue, who better 
to showcase than a man who has stuck to his own script and created a cinematic 
world in which Polo Heads and Park Avenue Princesses both play leading roles? 

After his spectacular show in New York's Central Park Conservatory, Ralph Laure 
said, "I drew upon everything I ever loved, and that was it." Indeed. So should we all 



)ut on top hats and tall boots and pet pretty horses? 




Memsor Kamsrake 





ey, N.Y.. on December IM. 2007. Styled by MEMSOR KAMARAK£ 





t'ilL ■ '^'^"^^^ patent- jifettti I Pia lx)f 

Lauren Collection, Godper irevel bag by Ralph 
'L ^ ' Lauren. Hayden bim^r with crest, kenlon French 5 
if , - shirt. Jared pantvf<Jlid slIK tif;, linen pocket ■Square. 

and Hewitt stTQ*,-gjl by Ralph Lauren Purple Label ' 
' ivpry satin i^et, rtiTfIa t>l(juse, Mli< Moriic|ue pnntsi 
^ and PolJ/anl<le boots, ail tjy Ralph Laureri- 

ColJ^on. Drake Suit, custom-lit checkered shirt, silk 
BV print tie. and Sheldop 8hp«s. all t>y Ralph l.aure»l 
Purple Label: thick ^njjit Qytegbsse's^.Polb. 
Cropped satin jacket, Eril* Shii^. jodhfJurs. double 
horse head belt, and can^^^nd patent-leather Pia 
boots, all by Ralph Laurw Collection, Classic 
cashmere cable-knit sweater, camel houndstooth 
■^hacking jacket, classic-fit button-down shirt. Stable 
jeans, newsboy cap, equestrian silk tie, and polka-dot 
pocket square, all by Polo by Ralph Lauren: Double . 
>V , D ring belt by Ralph Lauren Purple Label: vintage 

riding boots by Vint^e Ralph Lauren. Camel '^HfjS^ 
herringbone hackin Jfcket, <3{q[g||MltaM^MM#i4flBii 
Stable jeans, silk bowrtie with artchors, polo player 
^ pocket square, and Wyndford riding boots, all by Polo 
by Ralph Lauren: saddle t>elt by Ralph Lauren. 



(From left) Silk dress with suspenders, leather driving gloves, and canvas and patent-leather Pia 
boots, all by Ralph Lauren Collection. Multicolored classic-fit polo shirt. Stable jeans, and Stable 
stirrup tielt, ail by Polo by Ralph Lauren: vintage riding boots by Vintage Ralph Lauren. Equestrian- 
print Arlena dress with necktie and Polly ankle boots, both by Ralph Lauren Collection. Long sleeve 
rugby shirt and Stable jeans, both by Polo by Ralph Lauren: double^ap belt and vintage riding 
boots, both by Vintage Ralph Lauren. . « 

Makeup by Q for 
Illusions at Click Model 
Management, NYC 

. . : Makeup by Hiyiyatun 

' MuQaribu at Epiphany 

_ ^^jBfr Artist Group Inc 

^flHjfe I^^Bkc ^ clothing info, 

^^m: ^^^1 ^> seeDETAILSii 
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Where to Buy It 

Like what you see? Wanna step 
you fashion game waaay up? 
You know we've got you covered 
Check out where you can find 
these spring items on our 
fashion pages and be just 
as hot as we are! 

COVER: "MADE MEN- 
PAGE 103: Suit jacket and shirt, botti by Qlorgto 
Armani igtorgioarmani.com). Jacket by Joiin Varvatos 
liohmarvatos.com): sweater by by Giorgio Armani 

igtorgioarmani.com): T-shirt by Calvin Klein Underwear 
tfiloomingdalescom). 

COVER and PAGE 104: Suit, shirt, tie. and shoes, all by 
Qlorgio Armani {giorgioarmani.com). Suit, shirt, and tie. 
all by Tom Ford. N.Y.C. (212-359-0300): shoes by YSL 
lysl.com). 

FASHION: "UP. UP. AND AWAY" 

PAGE 118: Dress. $402, by BCBGMAXAZRIA Runway 
N.YC (212-704-4714): blouse, $270. by KLS Collection 
iffls.com): poncho by D&G (dolcegabbana.com): ring. 



$195, by YSL Cruise iysl.com). 
PAGE 120 Pants. $640, by KLS Collection (Ws.com); 
pumps. $945, by Christian Louboutin {christian 
touboutin.fr). Pants. S190, by Diesel idiesel.com): 
sneakers. S100, by Reebok (rbfc.com). Jeans, S885, by 
YSL Cruise lysl.com): cap, S88, by Umbro by Kim 
Jones iumbrobyl<imjones.com). Jacket. $99, by LRG 
(L-R-G,COMmun/ly): tote, $35, by Miskeen Originals 
i/niskeenoriglnals.iX)m). T-Shirt. $32. by Rocawear 
(macys.com): bandana. $15. by Miskeen Originals. 
Dress. $79. by Sean John isearjjohn.com): earrings, 
$1 58, by Jan Palmer ijanpalmerjeweiry.com): ring by 
YNY Designs (21 2-203-4721): bracelets, $405 each, all 
by Philippe Audibert (henribende/.com): bag. $2,870. 
by Louis Vuitton (touisvuitton.eom): mules. $1 .230. by 
Christian Louboutin (800.558.1855). Jacket. $1 .140. by 
YSL iysl.com). 

PAGE 122: Dress, $825. by DftG at Neiman Marcus 
(888-888-4757): belt. $735. sandals, both by YSL 
Cruise iysl.com): earrings. $415. by Subversive 
Jewelry by Justin Qiunta isubversivejewelry.com): 
necklace. $7,600. by Louis Vuitton ilouisvuittori. 
com): necklace. $240. by Pamela Tuohy 
ipamelatuohyjewelry.com). Jacket. $1780. by Just 
Cavalli at Beverly Center (310-492-0105): dress. 
$1 .600. by D&G. N.YC (212-965-8000): pants by 
Vera Wang (veratvang.com); cuft. $640. by YSL 
Cruise iysl.com): boots. $70. by Minrwtonka 
(minnetonkamoccasinstiop.com). Suit, $495, shirt, $59, 



and tie, $45, all by Sean John (macys.com): sneakers, 
$485, by D4G at Nortlstram Nationwide (800-685- 
8000). Dress, $220, by BCBGMAXAZRIA N.YC 
(212-704-4714): earrings, $190, by Philippe Audibert 
(henhbendel.com): sandals, $520, by Vicini 
(giuseppe-zanotti'design.com). 
PAGE i::^ Sweatshirt, $78, by Parish-Nation 
(upagainstthewall.com). T-shirt, $30, by DKNY (dkny 
com): pants by Sean John (macys.com): sneakers, 
$485, by DAG, at Nordstrom (800-685-8000). Dress, 
$1 ,600, by D&G, N.YC, (212-965-8000): hat, price 
available upon request, by Zac Posen (zacposen 
.com): wooden bangles. $30-$65. by R.J. Graziano 
(/jgraziaryo.com). Dress. $798. by Max Azria N.Y.C 
(212.704.4714): bangles. $125. and ring. $100. all 
by Luc Kieffer ifiennbendel.com): flats. $897. by 
Giuseppe Zanottl igiuseppe-zanotti-design.com). 
PAGE 126: Dress. $825. by D4Q. at Neiman Mareus 
(888-888-4757): ean-ings. $415, by Subversive 
Jewelry by Justin Giunta isubversiveiewelery.com): 
necklace, $7,600, by Louis Vuitton (louisvuitton.com); 
necklace, $240, by Pamela Tuohy (pameiatuohy 
jewelry.com): belt, $695 by YSL Cruise iysl.com): 
necklace, $95, by R.J. Graziano (r7graz/ano,com). 
Pants, $190, by Diesel (diesel.com): sneakers, $100, 
by Reebok (rbl^.com). Sweatshirt, $88, by Rocawear 
(macys.com); T-shirt, $36, by Miskeen Originals 
imisi<eenorigir^ls.com). Suit, $495, shirt, $59, and tie, 
$45, all by Sean John imacys.com). Dress, $1 ,390, 
by YSL Cruise iysl.com): bracelet, $65, by Baby Phat 
t>y Kimora Lee Simmons isales@t)abyptiatjewelry. 
com): leggings, $1 1 , by HUE imacys.com): sneakers, 
$70, by Reetwk (rbk.com). Jacket. $1780. by Just 
Cavalli at The Beverly Center (310-492-0105): dress. 
$1600. by D&G. N.YC (212-965-8000); pants by Vera 
Wang (feraivang.com); cuff. $640. by YSL Cruise 
iyst.com). Jacket. $1 ,140, by YSL Cruise (ysl.com); 
T-shirt. $32. by Rocawear (macys.com): belt by Marc 
by Marc Jacobs (rrjarcjacobs.com). Jacket. $99. 
by LRG (L-R-G.COMmunity). T-shirt, and sneakers. 
$65. both by Miskeen Originals (miskeenoriginals. 
com). Dress. $1400. by Lydia Park (bigdropnyc.com); 
earrings and necklace, price available upon request, 
both by YNY Designs (212-203-4721); large bracelets. 
$900. and medium bracelets. $405. both by Philippe 
Audlt>ert (t}enrit}endel.com): belt. $670 by Versace 
(versace.com); pumps by Steven by Steve Madden 
(stevemaddea com) . 

FASHION: "CLASSIC MATERIAL" 

All items by Ralph Lauren (ralphlauren.com) unless 

otherwise stated 

PAGE 12S: Jacket, $3,598, sweater, $898, leggings, 
$1 ,398, belt, $525, and boots, $1 ,200, all by Ralph 
Lauren Collection; bag, $3,400, by Ralph Lauren. 
Blazer, $2,195, shirt $365, pants, $550, tie $150, 
pocket square $40, and shoes $950, all by Ralph 
Lauren Purple Label. Jacket, $2,198, blouse, $1,298, 
pants, $998, and boots, $895, all by Ralph Lauren 
Collection. Suit, $4,495, shirt, $98, tie, $165 and 
shoes, $595, all by Ralph Lauren Purple Label: 
eyeglasses $180, by Polo, Jacket, $2,298, shirt, $232. 
jodhpurs. $1,098. belt. $795. and boots. $1,200. all 
by Ralph Lauren Collection. Sweater. $425. jacket. 
$1,195. shirt. $85. jeans. $165. cap. S125. tie. $115. 
and pocket square. $70. all by Polo by Ralph Lauren: 
belt. $895, by Ralph Lauren Purple Label: boots by 
Vintage Ralph Lauren. Jacket. $1,195. shirt. $98. bow 
tie. $70. pocket square. $70. jeans. SI 65 and tracts, 
$1 ,200, all by Polo by Ralph Lauren, 
PAGE 130: Shirt, $125, Shirt, $395, jeans, $165, and 
bow tie, $70, all by Polo by Ralph Lauren; belt, 
$1,195, by Ralph Lauren. Shirt, $125, and jeans, 
$165, both by Polo by Ralph Lauren: sunglasses, 
$1 90, by Ralph Lauren Purple Label; belt, $1 ,295,by 
Ralph Lauren. 

PAGE 131: Dress. $4,998, gloves, $225, and boots. 
$1 ,200, all by Ralph Lauren Collection. Shirt. $80. 
jeans. $165. and belt. $325. all by Polo by Ralph 
Lauren: txjots. by Vintage Ralph Lauren. Dress. 
$3,298. and boots. $895. both by Ralph Lauren 
Collection. Shirt. $90. and jeans. $1 65 both by Polo 
by Ralph Lauren; belt, and boots, both by Vintage 
Ralph Lauren. 
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Male Enhancement Pills 

Is it a Hoax or Do They Really Work? 

Dr. Daniel Stein, M.D. 



JL wish I had a dollar for every patient or person 
that asked me over the last few years about 
increasing the size of "that certain part of the male 
body." The preoccupation with size that men have 
is a mystery to most women. The fact is it is 
completely normal for most men to want to be 
larger. It doesn't matter if they are smaller than 
average, average, or larger than average. It's even 
been my experience that guys that are almost too 
big, so big in fact that many women wont go near 
them with a ten foot pole (sorry about that) still 
want to be larger! 

I was so intrigued by this fact that 1 started to do 
research about the "so called" male enhancement 
pills that came on the market several years ago. 
The concept that a simple pill could noticeably 
increase the size of a man's organ seemed 
plausible, but I wanted to know more. I had done 
much research over the years about certain 
sexually enhancing compounds available, so 1 
believed the concept was sound that a pill could be 
made to make a man larger. 

My first task was to look at some of the ads I had 
seen in magazines for male enhancement. There 
were some amazing claims by many of these 
makers. My personal favorite was a cream that 
claimed to make men instantly larger. 1 had to 
laugh out loud when I read what it said. The ad 
read, "apply cream, rub vigorously, increase your 
size." I thought for a minute and then decided you 
could put virtually anything on a man, including 
guacamole, and if he rubbed vigorously it would 
increase his size. Then there was an ad for a pill, 
that if taken daily, would increase the length of a 
man by 3 to 4 inches in just a few short days (sorry 
about the "short" comment). 

I'm sorry, but after all those years of medical 
school, I know enough about anatomy to know that 
a guy who is 5 inches in length isn't going to add 3 
to 4 inches to his little friend unless he buys a rope, 
gets a large brick, finds a bridge and. ..well, you get 
the picture. At about this time I was beginning to 
think that perhaps these makers hadn't found the 
magic mixture of compounds I had hoped they 
might have. 

As the founder of both the Stein Medical Institute 
and the Foundation for Intimacy, I have spent most 
of my adult life trying to improve men and 

"a pill that, If taken daily, 
would increase the length of 
a man by 3 to 4 inches. " 

women's sexual health. I pride myself on being the 
best medical doctor I can be and my reputation is 
important to me. So, when out of the clear blue sky, 
I got a call from the makers of Extenze, the leader 
in male enhancement, wanting me to be in one of 
their TV commercials. I thought, "Boy, did they 
pick the wrong guy!" 

Little did they know that I had done real research 
into this concept and had recently looked at some 
of these male enhancement products. But the 
makers of Extenze seemed to be genuinely 



convinced that their product really worked, and they 
claim to have sold over 100 million capsules to men 
all over the world. "Over 100 million capsules taken 
by men." With that single declaration, they had my 
interest. Either Extenze really worked or these guys 
were the world's greatest snake oil salesmen. So I 
requested that they send me Extenze formula so I 
could review it, then we would talk. 




I tlien visited the Extenze.com web site, where I 
found a page that showed the top twelve adult film 
stars, all holding Extenze and endorsing it. I thought 
to myself "Is it possible Extenze actually works?" 

The next day I received the proprietary Extenze 
formula and there it was, virtually all of the 
ingredients that I hoped would be in a male 
enhancement product, 19 pharmaceutical grade 
nutraceuticals. There was Yohimbe (which used to be 
available by prescription only,) L-Arginine, 
Maca...all of it was there. 



I contacted the makers of Extenze the very next 
day and asked them what they needed me for. They 
explained that they had a desire to have a medical 
doctor in their TV. commercials to talk about the 
effectiveness of the ingredients in Extenze. At that 
moment an idea sprang into my head. I told them if 
they would let me improve the formula of Extenze, 
I would do the commercial for free! 

Before I knew it I was working with their 

"they claim to have sold 
almost a quarter of a billion 
capsules to men. " 

chemists at the manufacturing plant where we 
added the most revolutionary thing to the formula 
of Extenze. We added DHEA. also known as the 
"mother of all hormones." DHEA is the most 
important human prohormone and is the 
prohormone that converts into testosterone in men. 
DHEA levels decrease with the aging. Production 
peaks in a man's early 20's, and declines about 
10% every 10 years. Low levels of testosterone 
can lead to low sex drive and a smaller sex organ. 

After a few more weeks of tweaking the formula 
of Extenze, we were done. The new Extenze 
formula has been selling even better then the old 
formula, with over 75% of sales to repeat 
customers. Extenze has been on the market for 7 
years and has sold almost a quarter of a billion 
capsules to men all over the world. It doesn't 
matter if you're 1 8 or 80 years old. In my opinion 
Extenze can make you larger, harder and increase 
both your intensity and pleasure and it is as simple 
as taking a single tablet daily. Extenze is so sure it 
would work for anyone that they're sending out a 
free one-week supply of Extenze for nothing more 
then the cost of a postage stamp. You can contact 
them directly at 800-549-3706. I recommend any 
man healthy enough to engage in sexual activity 
should try Extenze. You have nothing to lose but a 
lot to gain. ^ 



A Pill That Can Increase Your Size!* V 




Just pay for the postage stamp. 

800-!i49-3706 

www.BuyExtenZeNow.com 

These slalements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. ExtenZe is 
not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any d 




OUT OF THIS 
WORLD PLEASURE 

For About $20! 

All Natural Dietary Supplements, 
Enhance the Experience. Tease and 
Please, Increase Pleasure, Heighten 
Arousal, Super Performance, Extend 

the Act, Mind Blowing Orgasms, 
and Much, Much More . 




Super 
Performance 
Enhancer 

Vahard® 

Natural Viagra"" 
Alternative 



Be The 
Big Bam Boo 

Men's Club' 

Natural Penis 
Enlargement 



Bye Bye Two 
Minute IVIan 

PE Control " 

Natural Premature 
Ejaculation Formula 






FOR OUR FREE OFFER 

or for more information 
Call Toll Free: 877.778.4472 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 



ailable in The Vitamin Section at: 
Rite Aid, Kroger, Brooks and 
Eckerd Stores and in Other Select 
Discount Stores and Supercenters 




- : Adam ) 
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j^,<f • ADAM & EVE PO BOX 900 DEPT VB32 CARRBORO, NC 27510 
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www.libidoboosterstore.coni 

Vahard Is not manufactured or dislnbuled by Pfizer. Inc.. 
owrwr o1 the registered trademark Viagra, 



I VISIT us ONLINE AT: ADAMEVEBLACK.COM ■ 
CREDIT CARD CUSTOMERS CALL 800/274-0333 DEPT VB32 ■ 



Use MAXODERM' 
FREE TODAY! 



ADVERTISEMENT 




Dr. Steffanie Seaver PSY.D is an expert in the area 
of interpersonal relationships. Researcher, author 
and accomplished public speaker, she has lectured 
nationwide for over a decade. Dr. Seaver has also 
been involved with several publications covering 
relationship and lifestyle issues. 



For a Limited Time, receive 
an additional $200 in Free Gifts! 
'See Reader's Note for details. 



Ask The Expert 



"HUNG " JURY? 




KV^ Dear Steffanie, 

For the past year, I've been having some 
confidence issues. It's really dragging me and 
my relationship with my girl down. I wanted to 
try some pills I heard about but I found out they 
can take 3 or more months to work. In your 
Judgment, does anything work faster or better? 

Jason M. 

Manhattan Beach, CA 



Well Jason, 



The verdict is in and I just happen to have 
the perfect answer to boost you and your 
confidence, while giving your girl the time 
of her life ... repeatedly! 

For months my fiance was feeling the exact 
same way you were and then, one night, we had 
the most phenomenal sex, EVER. I had never 
seen him more excited and powerful. He took 
control right from the start and the feelings we 



shared together were totally mind-blowing. 
And. here's the best part, every time since that 
night, he just keeps getting better and better. It's 
amazing! I can't get enough of him now! 

Finally, the other day, my curiosity took over. 
1 had to know what brought about this drastic 
change. So, 1 asked him. To my shock, he 
handed me a mbe of IVIaxoderm. I just couldn't 
believe this product Maxoderm was actually 
making him feel fiiller, harder, and way more 
vigorous. 1 did a little research and was surprised 
by what I found. 

Recommended by Leading Physician, 
IVIichael A. Savino, M.D., F.A.C.S., it's the 
premiere, fast-acting topical lotion designed to 
enhance erection quality and the feeling of 
firmness, while intensifying your sensation for 
the ultimate sexual experience. Don't be 
fooled by the companies selling those 
"miracle" sex pills claiming to grow your 
erection 3-4 inches. As little as 5% of the pill 
actually makes it into your system. To my 
intimate knowledge, Maxoderm's PATENTED 



targeted delivery system effectively reaches the 
desired area directly upon application, 
maximizing absorption, resulting in a 
performance to be proud of each and every time. 
I'm a huge (and gratefiil) fan of Maxoderm. 
And trust me, 1 know my fiance is too! 

Maxoderm IS Instant Male Enhancement. 

You can check out Maxoderm by calling 
1-800-903-1806 or going to 
www.getmaxoderm.com . 1 know they 
offer RISK FREE TRIALS and even give a 
FREE .MOM H SUPPLY with your phone or 
web order. Oh and best of all, Maxoderm is 
backed by a 90 Day Money Back Guarantee. 
You can't beat that! 

Delightfitlly Yours, 




ENHIkNCEMENt 



'a $60 ValuA 

[PREE 

Note 



KtMULK 



OFFER 

We know that once you try Maxoderm you 'II never want to go without it again - it's that simple. 
We're so confident that we're giving an unheard of 90-Day Full Money Back Guarantee! Order 
2 tubes Risk-Free Today and we'll throw in a FREE MONTH SUPPLY and FOR A LIMITED TIME 
you can still get $200 worth of Free Gifts with your order that are yours to keep. So join the thousands 
of satisfied customers today and call 1-800-903-1806 or visit www.getmaxoderm.com . You have 
nothing to lose and everything to 'gain'!" - Barmensen Labs 
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Patented Formula! 




INSTITUTE OF AUDIO RESEARCH 



School of Audio Engineering and Production 

64 UNIVERSITY PLACE NYC 800.544.2501 

Licensed by NYS Education Department High School diploma or GEO required, 
financial Aid if eligible 



MIDNIGHT $99 SPECIAL 





keysfam jewelry.com 

1-877-343-KEYS (5397) 
Full Line of Fine Jewelry 
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A \J VJ icedoutgear.com \ 

FREE SHIPPINGo^^tTs! 
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Available in 




''op? $49.99 



Item #CH35 



Also Available 
in Silver 



25MM $59.99 
30MM $69.99 
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Spinner Watch 
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Item #MW04 
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10 letters 7 ? 
per line ■' ' 
2 lines per tag 
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Lil' Jon style Glass 



Doose 1 Get ALL 5 
for for 

$29.99 $99.99 

ltem#CPC03 liem#CB114 



Black 



Up to 5 Letters per Cup 
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Blue Green Yellow Red 



Iced Out*^ Rodium 
Plated Top & Bottom 
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Size , 
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ALL! "..y^^^^^ 

Item #CB22 

No Mold Needed 



Iced Out™ 
COMBO 



$29.99 



Includes 
Bracelet, 
Earrings, 
Watch and 

Pendant with 30" ChainKe^, 
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ENTERTAINMENT 



FRER TALK - ANYTIME! 

Live 1- on -1! Group Chat! 
Private VMX Boxes! 
Hook-up Tonight! 
1-413-848-4040 
18+ LD rates may apply 



HOT FREE PARTYLINE! 

Connect with Real People NOW 
for Wild live connections! 
1-321-256-9999 

18+ LD rates may apply 



TOnilY FREE TALKI LIVE & LOCALI 
MEET HOT tlHQLES FOR FREE TONIGKTI 
1-206-888-DATE 16+.LDnlMm«y»p|ity. 



Free for EVERYONE! Call 
1-508-418-4040 right now!!! 
Loads of fun people to meet. 
Discreet and safe! LD rates may 
apply 18+ 



NOTVEOIS OliLSI 11*11-01-1 
1-702-2 16-3500 Only .66 • $1/mln 
1 -900-950-0950 •xt. 311 t3.8Wmln. 18* 



Live Free Chat! Hot Girls Local 
and FREE'. 1-413-GET-CHAT 
or 1-413-GET-PARTY. Bi-Curi- 
ous? 1-413-GET-GUYS 18+ Reg. 
LD rates may apply. 
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TALK TO A HOT VE6AS 6A8E 

1-888-316-6969 
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VIBE CLASSIFIEDS 



PSYCHIC 



BEAUTY 



EDUCATION 



> J Kt 

la; 



KennyKlngston.com 

KENN V 
^America's Greatest Psychic r, 

1-800-310-2172 

□• low at $2.7Wmin 



ttmnctn Pufctitc iUtocmKiH, Inc. 




LIVE PERSONAL PSYCHIC 

NumtrologyTarot'AslmlogyCltlrvoyant 
LOOK INTO YOUR FUTURE 

1-800-306-8549 from S2.7t/mln 



1-800-746-1620 

ai low as S2.79/min 




i^BRIGITTE 
NIELSEN'S 

Witches of Salem Network 

^ 1-800-456-9862 

OS low at $3.79/rnin 



www.celebrltypsychlc.com 
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RECORD DEALS 



LOOKING FOR A 
RECORD DEAL? 

(it'ttiiKj M(}rii'<l r. vriY lititd lo do. 
Hill we will 1)1'! Iho iixiiid (loni yiiii 

.lie IrKikiiK) for. 
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Gel a real diplomi from an ippraved ' 
I school. FREE BROCHURE. | 

Call toll-fret 1 (800)658-1180 | 

w««fr.»ianana.aiiii ■ 
^Plnl (AMI Aciilnn;. D<pl DO, Ju'l»llI^vlll^ PI. JllliJ 



HIGH SCHOOL 
DIPLOMA!, 



gji, Study from your home! 
No classes to attendi *■ 
Fully Accredited! 

1-800-S32-6546 x79 



www.highschoold<plonia23.com 
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When Love is 
On the Line, 
So Are We. 

100 minutes for $10 



Your Love & Relationship Network 

noota 

P(.L{S 10 minules wilJi one of our protes-iionfl) nctvlsofs 



Professional Reladonship 
Advisors address your 
reladonsliip issues. $10 for a 
ten mln. advisor session, plus 
100 min on our 
iai network. Call Kenoota 
■866-791-5143 MC 5892. 
loota. 




MONEY 

PROBLEMS? 



I 1-800-591-8072 I 



FREE CALL NOW! 



$500! Police Impounds 
Cars from $5001 
For Llttlngt 800-366-9813 
ext VS06 
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PHOTOS /QIFTS 



CELEBRITY PHOTOS FOR tALBI 
Nam* favortta*. San SASB te: 
PHOTOWORLD - VIBE 
4046 8. Buftalo Dr. SuHa A101-112 
Ln Vagu. NV M147 



Want My 
Number? 

Then Call Mo 
andMyFiiends 

tlojo-807-6969 

UVECHATI 

Guys and Gals 
am on RIGHT NOW! 

I IXIAII n APflV • It* 



TALK 
ISe EXPERTS 

PSYCHIC "SPpRCE 
CALL NOW 1.866.656.5106 

or villi PiychlcSnurfexom 
■'COOi* forim orny lit *nww fii>fwb*fi cAiy J 



Love. 

Need answers?* 






Frmm SO Itay Supply 

why girl's say... 

er Manhood 

M tans Better Sexl 
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Now there is an All-Natural non-prescription pill to give you a... 

Bigger, Thicker, Longer Penis! 




Guaranteed Results 

Get serious about having the biggest, thickest, 
longest penis possible. Don't waste any more time 
on cream, sprays or products that have not been 
proven. Start seeing real results today, take XOMAX 
now! Women will crave your new penis like never 
before. You don't have to wait months, weeks or even 
days to get the results you want You'll start to see 
noticeable gains v^ your very first dose. 
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XOMAX is Superior to All Mala 
Enlargement Pills! Sae For Ybursetf 
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Concentrated Formula 

This new highly concentrated formula makes all the 
difference in the world. Never before has there been 
an all-natural formula that works as fast and effective- 
ly as XOMAX. To increase the size of your penis, you 
need a solution that works. You won't find a more 
potent formula for growth and development of your 
penis -it's proven! 

Xomax is Better 

XOMAX was put to the test! By comparing the three 
leading brands of male enhancement pills to XOMAX, the 
results were incredible! XOMAX was found to work 1 0 
times faster, with size increasing 3 times more than the 




FREE 

DVD WITH 

PURCHASE L ^ 

Ultimate Sexual Pleasures 



Mate Magnet Cologne 

Ttf Parfact Aphrodisiac 

Thb iwolutiorary nm men^ cokjpw contains genuine human 
MX pheromones. Vtfomen will be influenced by your scent 
and won't be able to hsep their hands off you. Using 
phersmones have been proven the most gorgeous women 
win desire to have you inmediatety. It's so easy to seduce 
women, get more dates, have more sex. 
"Snx fVe been using MATE AVICNEi; I hove hod sever- 
d aamane women come afief me. Tm very happy" 
-OH Ohio 



[Sexactivator 




Mr 

^^^^k Women have reported that they become incredibly sexu- 
HHB atty excited when they take SEXACTIVATOR. This magical 
wonder liquid can be taken onlly, or put In any drink. 

Within minutes after use. your woman's desire 
~| to have sex with you will be uncontrollable. 
■"Some women say that they love when their 
""man puts a few drops In their favorite drink 
vithout ttwm knowing They sagr that ic curru 
them on t 





competition. Don't waste your time and money on prod- 
ucts that don't deliver. Get a penis women will crave and 
men will envy with the best super concentrated formula 
-XOMAX. 

Maximum Potential 

You'll be the envy of every man. With your new extra 
big hard penis, you'll be able to penetrate deeper and 
fill your sex partner with satisfoction she's never had 
before.You'll have no worries of premature ejaculation 
or going soft, your confidence will skyrocket with your 
bigger, thicker, longer penis. 

^ 100% Natural penis enlargement! 
^ Add Inches to your penis in days! 
♦ Become a SUPERSTUD! 
^ Get the big penis of your dreams 
^ Ybu can have a SUPER penis 

Another Satisfied Customer j 

"Hi, my name is Mike. I want to tell you how \ 
thrilled I am with your product XOMAX. I've tried ; 
many other pills and they don't work as well as | 
XOMAX. My wife is amazed at the difference in our \ 
love making sessions. " \ 
M.C. ios Angeles, CA \ 

Call Any Time 

1-888-355-3990 

Fax; 239-643-2356 
www.xomax-man.com 



FAQ About Xomax 

Q. How soon do you see results ? 

A. Most men see results with their first dose and 

increasing results over 60 - 90 days. 

Q. Are the results permanent? 
A. For most men, if Xomax is taken continuously 
for three to four months followed by a maintenance 
program the results are permanent. 

Q. How much growth can I realistically expect? 
A. Up to 5 inches or more with a increase in 
width of 50% 

Q. Is Xomax natural? 

A. Xomax is 100% natural, safe and Doctor recom- 
mend for those looking for advanced penis 
enhancement, plus Xomax has no side effects. 

Q. What makes Xomax the #1 natural penis 
enhancement formula? 

A. Xomax has a highly effective proprietary blend of 
concentrated nutrients. These natural compounds 
are amazingly stimulating to the male penis. You 
won't find a stronger blend of nutrients in any other 
male enhancement product The reason? Xomax 
contains extremely expensive imported ingredients 
and many manufacturers won't spend that kind of 
money. Instead, they pass off less expensive ingredi- 
ents, such a Ginseng or low end forms of L-Arginine. 

Q. Is Xomax guaranteed to work? 
A. Xomax Is 100% GUARANTEED! If you're not 
completely satisfied, return the bottle(s) within 
three months to receive a refund. Men now have an 
effective way to increase the size of their penis.Why 
pay for Imitations that will not solve the problem? 
You may spend a little more on Xomax, but the 
results will be worth it! You often get what you pay 
for So remember that the genuine ingredients in 
Xomax are GUARANTEED to work! Order today 
-the best money can buy! 



Send coupon with payment to; 

Nutritional Science Laboratories, P.O. Box 1 1 269 Naples, FL 34 1 0 1 
Discreet Billing - Privacy Ensured 

QTY PRICE TOTAL 



-CALL TOLL FREE 1-888-355-3990- 



.H.'J-WJ4*.-H'Jl.fH bave over J4 1 V.VO 
Buy 5 get 7 FREE 




t299.95 




Buy 2 Get 1 Free 




(1 19.98 




SAVE EVEN MORE Buy 3 get 3 fr«e 50% off 




$179.97 




1 Month Supply Xomax 




$59.99 




Sexactivator - Regular $59.95 - Save $30 
Turns your woman wild! 




$19.99 




Mate Magnet - Regular $59.95 - Save $30 
Instantly attract women 




$19.99 





Check payment method: 

□ Check □ Money order □ Cash 



□ 



Name on the card: 

Card Number: 

Expiration Date: 

Name: 



Standard Delivery 



$9.99 



2-3 Day Rush Delivery 



$ 1 9.99 



International Delivery 



$29.99 



TOTAL AMOUNT 



Street Address: 

City: 

State: 

Signature: 



Zip Code: . 



Indtvidual r«sulu mxf vary ThMe luumenu h*v« not be«n cviluaied by ^ FDA. Thn product li not Intended to dtiptose. treac, cure, or pre w K Vff dbease. 
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1 . Why are we sf/7/ waiting for tlie Academy 
Awards to asl< for Three 6 Mafia's Oscar 
back for their song "It's Hard Out Here 
For A Pimp"? 

2. Didn't Cuba Gooding Jr.'s 15 minutes in 
American Gangster almost make up for that 
wack-ass Boat Trip'} 

3. Speaking American Gangster, did 
anyone else notice the Wu-Tang tattoo 
on the RZA's arm during the movie? (Was 
Bobby Digital spitting hot bars back in 
the '70s, too?!) 

4. Are we the only ones who think there's 
something wrong with Oscar winner Jennifer 
Hudson playing the role of Sarah Jessica 
Parker's assistant in the upcoming Sex and 
the City: The Movie? 

5. Is it wrong for us to say Halle Berry's 
baby's daddy, Gabriel Aubry, is the next 
Kevin Federline? 

6. Don't you wish Hollywood knew what to do 
with Gabrielle Union — outside of typecasting 
her in that same kind-of-cute black-girl-next- 
door role? 

7. And while we're at it, why do 
black actresses get almost no love 
in Tinseltown? 

8. How gangster is it that Oprah Winfrey is 
prepping to establish her OWN TV network, 
Oprah Winfrey Network, next year? 

9. With Tyler Perry playing the head of Starfleet 
Academy in the upcoming Star Trek prequel, 
aren't you fiending to see Madea in space? 

10. When will Eddie Murphy quit making 
those kiddie movies and give it to us Raw? 

11. Who told Jessica Simpson she 
could act? 

12. Aren't you anxiously awaiting the box set 
of the entire HBO series The Wire! 

13. Did MTV create Cribs to make the rest of 
the world feel like losers? 

14. Isn't it time to put some yellow tape 
around the almost 18-year-old 

Law & Order franchise? 

15. Since it appears Hollywood has accepted 
Eve, shouldn't she seriously consider putting 
down the mic? 

16. We are sick of reality TV shows, but isn't 
Keyshia Cole's The Way It Is refreshingly, 
urn, real? 

17. Isn't Will Smith the new Tom Cruise- 
without the side order of nuts? 

18. Can you please say enough already 
and stop buying tickets to all these 
How She Mowe-like step dance movies? 

19. We love Morgan Freeman, but hasn't 
dude been playing the same role since 
The Shawshanl< Redemption? 

20. Isn't it time to call Denzel Washington 
the G.O.A J? 




"Success is not about 

the final outcome, 

it's about what 

you have learned 

and achieved 

along^ the way." 

- Rachel Smith, Miss USA 




where that opens the door 
for cinema." 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Braga will appear in David 
Mamet's drama Redbelt 
(Sony Picture Classics, 



2008), reteam with City of 
God director Fernando 
Meirelles in Blindness 
(Miramax, 2008), and play 
an immigrant in Crossing 
Over (MGM, 2008) along- 



side Harrison Ford and 
Sean Penn. She's also 
scheduled to film 
Repossession Mambo 
(Universal, 2008), a sci-fi 
drama featuring Forest 
Whitaker and Jude Law, 
later this year. 

MOST LIKELY TO SHOW 
UP IN NEXT WEEK'S 
TABLOID: Shia LaBeouf 

I am not a star, I'm an 
actor," Shia LaBeouf 
once said. Riiiight. 
Hollywood has been look- 
ing for the next Tom 
Hanks — an everyman with 
both humor and charm — 
for more than a decade, 
but little did Tinseltown's 
power brokers know, they 
would find the next 
Harrison Ford in the same 
guy. LaBeouf, 21, Is an 
alumnus of the Disney 
Generation, having starred 
on the pre-teen smash 
Even Stevens (Disney 
Channel, 1999-2003). He 



honed his acting chops 
with parts in /, Robot (20th 
Century Fox, 2004) and 
Constantine (Warner Bros., 
2005), but he made his 
breakthrough during an 
enormous 2007, starring in 
the sleeper hit Disturbia 
(Paramount, 2007) before 
catching the attention of 
Steven Spielberg, who 
suggested him for last 
summer's biggest block- 
buster. Transformers 
(DreamWorks SKG, 2007). 
The LA.-born actor, who 
has been linked to pop 
princess Rihanna, will play 
Ford's son in Indiana 
Jones and the Kingdom of 
the Crystal Skull 
(Paramount) later this year. 
Action hero? Average Joe? 



Teen heartthrob? 
"Umbrella" holder? 
All in a career's work 
for your next megastar. 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
In addition to the long- 
awaited fourth installment 
of Steven Spielberg's 
Indiana Jones franchise, 
LaBeouf will also team up 
with Rosario Dawson, Billy 
Bob Thornton, and 
Anthony Mackie in the 
political drama Eagle Eye 
(DreamWorks SKG, 2008). 
—Entries by Matt Caputo, 
Sean Fennessey, Natalie 
Guevara, Linda Hobbs, 
Nicole LoPresti, Keith 
Murphy, Shanel Odum, 
Erika Ramirez, Kim Rose, 
Julianne Shepherd, and 
Chris Yuscavage 



For a complete schedule of all the movies 
dropping In '08 as well as more details 
on your favorite actors and actresses, 
visit VIBExom now. 




ROLE CALL The 15 biggest stars-and where you can see them in '08 



1. H you thought Will Smith was legendary last 
year: The star of / Am Legend (Warner Bros. 
Pictures) will swap lines witfi Chariize Theron 
and Jason Bateman in Hancock (Sony Pictures) 
and Rosario Dawson and Woody Harrslson in 
Seven Pounds (Columbia Pictures).... 

2. If you want to check up on Halle Berry: The 
actress, who spent most of '07 pregnant, is af>- 
pearing in ttie drama Class Act pneamWori<s 
SKG) and will team up witfi Monster's Ball 
co-star Billy Bob Ttiomton again for ttils year's 
Tulia (Lionsgate). She'll also play an intematbnal 
jewel thief in biopic Wtm is Doris Payne? (J2) 
later this year.... 

3. If you're fiending for mora from American 
Gangster (Universal Pictures) star Denzel 
Washington: The two-time Oscar winner 
lends his voice to the documentary Hollywood 
on Fire (Saylor Brothers Entertainment). He's 
also filming the action-thriller The Taking of 
Pelham 123 (Escape Artists) with John 
Travolta, due in '09.... 

4. If you're (lame and) still not up on Forest 

Whitaker: The Oscar-winner stars in four ma- 
jor motion pictures this year: Vantage Point 
(Columbia Pictures), The Night Watchman 
(Fox Searchlight), Powder Blue (Eleven Eleven 
Films), and Winged Creatures (Columbia 
Pictures).... 

5. K you ware bkiwn away by Javier Bardem 
in No Country For OkS Men (Miramax): He stars 
in Woody Allen's Vicky Cristina Barcelona 
(l^ediapro) with Scariett Johansson and 
Penelope Cruz and is set to film Killing Pablo 



(Vari Rim Group, 2009), in whtah he'll portray 
Cotombian drug kingpin Pablo Escobar.... 

6. K, after mora than 20 years, you're still lov- 
ing some Angela Basaett: The ageless actress 
appears in Tyler Penv's new Meet the Browns 
(Lionsgate) as well as the political drama Nothing 
But the Truth (Battleplan Productions).... 

7. if you prefer to see Eddie Murphy out of 
the supermarket tabloids: He stars opposite 
Gabrielle Union in Starship Dave (20th 
Century Fox) and shares the spotlight with 
Thomas Haden Church and Nicole Ari Parker 
in NowhereLand (Paramount) — watch for 
the Allen Iverson and Carmelo Anthony 
cameos!... 

8. K you're still wondering why Hollywood 
didn't discover Don Cheadle sooner: In addition 
to filming Toussaint (Overture, 2009), about 
Haitian revolutionary Toussaint L'Ouverture, the 
Golden Glotje-winning actor stars in the action- 
thriller Traitor (Overture) with Guy Pearce eind 
Jeff Daniels.... 

9. If you slept on Jennifer Hudson in Draamgirfs 
(DreamWorks SKG, 2006): After sharing scenes 
with Kate Beckinsale and Forest Whitaker in the 
crime thriller Winged Creatures, the Oscar- 
winner joins Sarah Jessica Pari<er, Kim Cattrall, 
and friends in Sex and the City: The Movie (New 
Line).... 

10. If it feels like forever since you last saw 

Benicio Del Toro: Don't miss him as he takes 
on the role of iconic Latin American revolu- 
tionary Che Guevara in Steven Soderbergh's 
highly anticipated 777e Argentine (Focus 



Features), opposite Benjamin Bratt and 
Franka Potente.... 

11. if you're a tad tired of hearing about Jada 
Pinkett-Smith's band Wicked Wisdom: The 

actress/singer retums to the silver screen with 
Eva Mendes, Meg Ryan, and Debra Messing 
in The Women (Picturehouse); directs and co- 
stars alongside Idris Elba in The Human 
Contract (Overbrook); and voices a character 
in the animated sequel Madagascar The Crate 
Escape (Paramount).... 

12. If you missed Jamie Foxx in his only '07 
film. The Itingdom (Unhwrsal Pictures): Foxx 
stars in The Soloist (Dreamworks SKG) with 
Robert Downey Jr and Catherine Keener... 

13. If you think ths "Queen" still reigns 
supreme: Latifah joins Diane Keaton and Katie 
Holmes in Mad Money (Overture) before shar- 
ing the screen with Ashton Kutcher and 
Cameron Diaz in What Happens in Vegas (20th 
Century Fox).... 

14. K no one else makes you laugh like Martin 

Lawrence: The actor/comedian co-stars with 
Joy Bryant and Michael Clarke Duncan in 
Welcome Home Roscoe Jenkins (Universal 
Pictures) and then hits the road with Raven- 
Symone in College Road Trip (Walt Disney).... 

15. If you think Cuba Gooding Jr. doesn't get 
enough respect: The Academy Award-winner 
is starring in four major films this year, including 
Linewatch (Sony Pictures), Hero Wanted (Sony 
Pictures), The Way of War (Two Sticks 
Productions), and Harold (City Lights). 

Compiled by Donyel L Griffin 




MOST LIKELY TO MAKE 
WILL FERRELL LAUGH: 
Andre "3000" 
Benjamin 

When Shawn 
"Jay-Z" Carter 
called OutKast's Andre 
"3000" Benjamin 
a "genius" (last 
November in Rolling 
Stone), it turned the 
blogosphere on its ear. 
Not because Jay said it, 
but because these days 
Benjamin is better known 
for dropping game-halting 
flows over random radio 
jams and then dropping 
off the face of the earth 
than he is for his actual 
body of work. After gar- 
nering minor Hollywood 
success with roles in 
Hollywood Homicide 
(Columbia Pictures, 
2003) and Be Cool (MGM, 
2005), the Atlanta-bom 
rapper turned his focus to 
acting — and turned heads 
as Jeremiah Mercer in the 
John Singleton-directed 



PLAY(ER)LISTS How Entoutdgebecme the best radio station on TV 

As Vincent Chase and his band of Hollywood homies hit the casino floor 
during "Vegas Baby, Vegas!" a third-season episode of HBO's hit Entourage, 
a vibrant, familiar horn line explodes on the screen: Yup, it's "Lucini (This 
Is It)" by underappreciated '90s NYC hip hop duo Camp Lo. It's a pitch- 
perfect example of what great music supervision can do for a TV show — make 
it seem bigger than It is. 

"[Using music] is another way for people to relate to a show," says Jason Alexander, 
founder of Hit the Ground Running, a Los Angeles company that placed all the music 
on Entourage for more than three seasons. "They can say, 'Oh, I love that song that's 
playing in that show. I am going to keep watching — ^there may be another good 
song.' It's just another way to connect with the audience in an emotional way." 

Though the company no longer works with Entourage— creative differences ended 
their relationship during season four — HTGR is currently soundtracking hits like CW's 
Everybody Hates Chris, CBS's Cane, and the CSI franchises. 

Alexander, along with music supervisor Kier Lehman, made Entourage a destination 
for music — from blog-buzz tracks (The Cool Kids' "I Rock") to crotchety-cool classics 
(Frank Sinatra's "I've Got the World On a String"), often in the same episode. 

Some artists were initially reluctant to clear their music for Entourage. "We had 
to write a letter to Jay-Z saying, 'Pleeeeease...'" says Alexander, who used Hov's 
"Lucifer" to close the series' first episode. "It took a month to get Jay-Z involved. 
But from that point on, you couldn't get enough of it." 

And not everything was a neat fit. "A lot of people were calling about the Omarion 
song, 'Entourage,' and how we had to use it because it was so perfect," Lehman 
says. "We'd bring it up and everyone [at our meetings] would just laugh at how 
hilarious that would have been." Sean Fennessey 

Hit The Ground Running's Five Picks For 2008 
1. Santogold 2. Lupe Fiasco 3. Guilty Simpson 
4. Sam Sparro 5. Tlie Black Keys 



Four Brothers 
(Paramount, 2005) before 
sharing the big screen In 
'06 with Antwan "Big Boi" 
Patton and Paula Patton 
in Idlewild (Universal 
Pictures). He's looking to 
step his acting game up 
even more this year by 
stealing scenes from Will 
Ferrell in the hoops flick 
Semi-Pro (New Line 
Cinema, 2008), about a 
fictional American 
Basketball Association 
squad. Benjamin even 
scored some tips from 
former ABA/NBA legend 
Julius "Dr. J" Erving. "He 
told me what the tone 
was during that time, that 
it was a league of rebel- 
lion and freedom," says 
Benjamin, who donned 
"III' bitty shorts" for the 
part. "That's right up my 
alley." You don't say. 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
In addition to joining 
Ferrell and Woody 
Hanrelson in Semi-Pro, 
Benjamin will trade 
lines with Chartize 
Theron and Ray Liotta 
in Battle in Seattle 
(THINKFilm, 2008). 

MOST PROMISING 
TRILINGUAL FORCE: 
Alice Braga 

Shortly after Alice 
Braga, 24, played 
the love interest in 
the favela gang 
film City of God 
(Miramax) in 2002, 
she all but disap- 
peared state- 
side — this de- 
spite a thriving 
film career in her 
native Brazil, 
where she's 
appeared in 
such films as 
Cheiro do Ralo, 
O (Ondamax, 

2006) , 
Rummikub 
(Casa de 
Cinema de 
Porto Alegre, 

2007) , and A 
Via LActea ^ 
(Girafa, 
2007). 
Until now. 
After breaking 



brains opposite Will Smith 
in last year's / Am Legend 
(Warner Bros.) and break- 
ing through with four major 
films this year alongside a 
slew of Hollywood's mar- 
quee names, this 
Portuguese/Spanish/ 
English-speaking beauty 
(legendary actress Sonia 
Braga is Alice's maternal 
aunt; television presenter 
Ana Maria Braga is her 
mother) is on her way to 
becoming a household 
name in the United States 
as well. But she's not limit- 
ing herself to American 
film. "You guys have such 
a strong industry," Braga 
said after her success in 
City of God. "At the same 
time... I want to go any- 






material 



a typically cold December 
day in London — chilly, 
windy, gray. Outside, the 
clouds are swollen with 
rain, but on the set of the BBC music talk show 
Later With Jools Holland, a quieter storm is 
brewing. A 10-piece band is running through 
its lush lineup, but clearly something is missing. 
"Love Rain" falls flat without Jill Scott's operatic 
wail flooding the studio. 

The beautifully barefaced singer finally floats 
in mid-rehearsal, enveloped in a gray goose- 
down coat, with a denim cap pulled over her 
frizzy ponytail. Scott's in London, on the tail end 
of her European tour, set to perform three sold- 
ouf shows at the Shepherds Bush Empire be- 
fore heading home to her native Philadelphia. 
"I'm still in Paris," she says, smiling and breath- 
less after rushing in from the City of Lights. "I've 
been on the run since February." 

Her third studio album. The Real Thing 
(Hidden Beach), dropped last September, but 
when Tyler Perry's blockbuster Why Did I Get 
Married? (Lionsgate) hit theaters the following 
month — and grossed $55 million at the box 
office — it was her acting that garnered the 
accolades ("Touching. ..soulful," said the 
Christian Science Monitor) and an NAACP 
Image Award nod for Best Actress in a Motion 
Picture. But her co-star, Tasha Smith, who por- 
trayed Scott's sassy homegirl Angela, says it 
best: "[Jill's] willing to be as transparent as she 
needs to be. And it's the same in her music." 

"I'm glad people were able to see me in an- 
other light, as an actress," Scott says. "Most of 
the time, it's hard for people to believe musi- 
cians in another craft. I was lost in the charac- 
ter, and the audience saw 'Sheila,' not Jill. 
People believed in my character and accepted 
me in that role." 

To say the least. Audiences were blown 
away by her performance as Sheila, an over- 
weight people-pleaser whose low self-esteem 
keeps her from leaving a cheating, verbally 
abusive husband, played to a tee by Richard 
T. Jones. Women who were already loyal to 
Scott for her tearful (and triumphant) love 
songs embraced her latest incarnation as a 
woman completely imprisoned in her own obe- 
sity. When her character finally finds love — with 
a man who sees past her weight — the collec- 
tive sighs of sistahs wishing for the same could 
be heard worldwide. 

"I had to put on a fat suit — but I did have to 
gain 30 pounds as well," Scott says. "It was 
amazing to have a diet of doughnuts and cake 
for work, but. ..revealing in the sense that peo- 
ple reacted differently to me — from cast mem- 
bers, to pedestrians. Their mouths said, 'Hello,' 
but their eyes said, 'Wow, you're big.' It defi- 
nitely gave me a few sad moments." 

The sad times didn't last, though. Scott's 
proficiency in a medium she's relatively inexpe- 
rienced in surprised even her co-stars. 

"She has an emotional freedom that is so 
refreshing," says Smith (see page *14). "She's 
honest and pure. I had no idea she was going 



to be as phenomenal as she was. She just 
wanted to tell the truth, and she did it." 

It was right after Scott won the role of Sheila 
that she scored the lead as South African de- 
tective Precious Ramofswe in The No. 1 Ladies' 
Detective Agency (MGM), which arrives in the- 
aters this spring. Shot on location over three 
months in Botswana, the first of Alexander 
McCall Smith's eight-book series was adapted 
for the screen by Oscar-winner Anthony 
Minghella (2003's Cold Mountain and 1996's 
The English Patient). "It was the most difficult 
thing I've ever done," Scott says of the experi- 
ence. "I never wanted to be good so badly. 
Anthony Minghella is a beautiful director, and I 
wanted to be good for him, as well as for my- 
self. A sistah was under pressure!" 

After a global search, Minghella says he'd 
almost abandoned the project for fear of not 
finding the right leading lady. But after checking 



out her performance footage, Minghella says 
he began to see Scott's potential. He auditioned 
her several more times and ultimately offered 
her the part. 

"What's surprising," he says, "given that 
she's in every single scene, is that it can be 
challenging for experienced, trained actors. But 
she just ate up the whole process. When she 
started. I don't think she realized how much of 
a marathon it would be, but she just got stron- 
ger and stronger, and fell more in love with 
Africa. I couldn't be more proud of our journey 
together." 

^^rt^^P'O trek from the crlme-rav- 

OUU I I O aged streets of North Philly 
to Tinseltown began when she was in her teens. 
As a spoken-word artist, she hadn't even begun 
to sing when she drew the attention of theater 
director Ozzie Jones, who offered her an intern- 
ship at Philadelphia's Arden Theatre. "God did 
that to her," Jones says of the talent he recog- 
nized years ago. "You'd have to be an imbecile 
not to know she was a star... I just happened 
to be in a position to do something about what 
I saw." The $150-a-week position gave Scott 
more exposure, ultimately leading to a spot in 
the touring cast of Rent, something Jones says 
seasoned performers were clamoring for. 

"I've done the work as far as acting is con- 
cerned," Scott says with a shrug of her shoul- 
ders. "I spent two years in a theater company 
doing anything they asked me to do so 1 could 
get free acting classes. I hung lights, built sets, 
whatever. It was a struggle, but when I walk 
into this theater I look up and I know that those 



are PAR Cans, and that light Is an F12, and I 
love that feeling." 

Backstage at the Shepherds Bush, it's as 
drab as most venues of its kind — dull couches 
and mismatched chairs. Constant travel has 
worn Scott down. In fact, throat problems 
would ultimately cause the cancellation of both 
the Jools Holland performance and her third 
show at Shepherds Bush. But right now, she's 
hitting every note, even the highest ones, 
though her voice carries more resonant huski- 
ness than usual. The contrast between the 
everyday chick in the turtleneck and sneakers 
and the commanding presence onstage is 
magical. On the Grammy-nominated The Real 
Thing, Scott sings openly about erotic experi- 
ences ("creamy lava landed on my skin and 
neck"), the challenges of celibacy, and the pain- 
ful dissolution of her five-year marriage to 
graphic designer Lyzel Williams, the muse be- 



hind 2000's "He Loves Me (Lyzel in E Flat)." 

From the stage, she confides in her audi- 
ence: "1 never thought I'd be standing before 
you as a divorced woman," she says, pausing 
then shrugging. "All I can say to that is, that 
apple dropped from the tree, fell down on the 
ground and fermented." 

On "Whenever You're Around." the most 
piercing track on her latest opus, Scott plain- 
tively sings about a lover who makes her feel 
loneliest when he's right next to her "There's a 
trick to marrying your best friend," she says to 
the packed theater "Because when the friend- 
ship goes, it destroys everything around it. The 
worst thing we ever did was work together. Life 
at home cannot be centered around work, and 
even though it's work I love, I don't want to be 
involved in it 24 hours a day." 

But while changing time zones and singing to 
capacity crowds can be draining, it's not without 
its perks. Stevie Wonder and Prince, whom Scott 
now considers "dear friends," came to her recent 
show at Los Angeles' House of Blues. In 2007, 
she was on the cover of Essence and sat on 
Oprah Winfrey's couch. On the road in both the 
U.S. and overseas, she's met with audiences 
who greet her with cheering, stomping, and the 
most worshipful kind of adoration. 

"The audiences have definitely taken my 
breath away," Scott says. "Going to Africa took 
my breath away every single day. Hanging out 
with Prince, dancing until 5 o'clock in the 
morning, working in Canada with Tyler Perry, 
being on set every day with Janet Jackson. 
Like, are you serious? Is this really my life?" 
Oh, how It is. □ 




"People reacted differently to me-from cast 
members to pedestrians outside. Their mouths 
said, 'Hello/ but their eyes said, 'Wow, you're big. 




Illustration by ANDV HUEOMAN 





^ryone has something special in them. It just 
takes something or someone to bring it out." 

- Jermaine Morrison 
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From liiarittu to 
Nollywood-a brief tour 
of the global film game. By Dennis Lim 
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The Indian film industry, by far the largest in 
the world, produces more than 1 ,000 mov- 
ies a year — almost double Hollywood's 
output. Its undisputed capital is the 
Mumbai-centered hothouse known as 
Bollywood, where the value-for-money 
mindset means films with epic running 
times, numerous song-and-dance numbers, 
and multiple genres rolled into one. 
Reigning Bollywood heartthrob Shah Rukh 
Khan (pictured) is an Elvis-caliber superstar 
among expatriate Indians, with his own wax 
figure at Madame Tussauds in London. 
India's art-film tradition, on the other hand, 
can be traced to the late, great Satyajit Ray, 
recipient of a lifetime-achievement Oscar in 
1992: the Indian diaspora has also resulted 
in multicultural hybrids from filmmakers with a foot in both 
the East and the West, like New York-based Mira Nair 
(2006's The Namesake [Fox 
Searchlight]) and Toronto- 
based Deepa Mehta (2005's 
Water [Fox Searchlight]). 
CHECK OUT: King of 
Bollywood: Shah Rukh 
Khan and the Seductive 
World of Indian Cinema 
by Anupama Chopra 
(Warner Books, 2007) 

Mexican cinema's first golden age was In the 1 940s, 
when peasant melodramas and nationalist paeans 
ruled the screen. Today's epoca de oro centers on a 
trio of versatile directors-without-borders: Alfonso 
Cuaron {Children of Men), Alejandro Gonzalez lharrttu 
(Babel), and Guillermo del Toro (Pan's Labyrinth), who 
have made deep inroads in Hollywood, accompanied 
by actors Salma Hayek and Gael Garcia Bernal, Back 
home, the indie-minded youngsters nipping 
at their heels include Fernando Eimbcke, 
director of slacker comedy Oucfc Season. 
and the reliably irreverent Carlos Reygadas 
whose most notorious provocation, the 
Cannes-scandalizing Battle in Heaven 
(pictured), opens and closes with scenes 
of unsimulated fellatio. 
CHECK OUT: The Mexican Film Bulletin 
{wam.umd.edu/-dwilt/mexnews.htmf) 





Iranian filmmakers have con- 
tended with strict censorship 
since 1979's Islamic Revolution, 
but that hasn't prevented the 
emergence of a robust, even 
experimental, film scene. Abbas 
Kiarostami, the most influential 
figure, has won the top prize at 
Cannes and been the focus of a 
retrospective at New York's 
Museum of Modern Art. Mohsen 
Makhmalbaf presides over a 
moviemaking dynasty, producing 
the films of his wife, Marziyeh 
Meshkini, and daughters Samira 
(pictured) and Hana, who made 
their directing debuts at age 21 
and 14. Stories are often told 
through the eyes of children, and 
the social status of women is a 
recumng subject. Still, many of 
even the most internationally 
acclaimed movies remain banned 
at home CHECK OUT: Afasfers 
& Afaste/pieces of Iranian 
Cinema by Hamid Dabashi 
(Mage Publishers, 2007) 



Nigeria is home to the world's fastest- 
growing film industry. Practically non- 
existent a decade ago, Nollywood now 
ranks third globally in terms of output, 
behind Bollywood and Hollywood. But 
while movies are a multimillion-dollar 
business in Nigeria, the industry is built 
on D.I.Y. aesthetics and economics. 
Video is the standard fomiat (Nigerians 
actually call local movies "home videos") 
and shoots typically wrap in a matter of 
days. Most films fall into the category of 
exploitation cinema— 1992's Living in 
Bondage is credited with pioneering 
the movement — combining Hollywood- 
derived action and thriller plots with 
sensationalized, locally specific elements 
like witchcraft and black magic. 
Nollywood movies have yet to register at 
international festivals, but these slap- 
dash camcorder blockbusters, hugely 
popular at home, have spari<ed similar 
movements in neighboring Ghana and 
Cameroon. CHECK OUT: rmijarules.com 




SOUTH KOREA 





North Korea has the film-buff 
president — Kim Jong-ll, dictator 
and author of the 1 973 manifesto 
On the Art of the Cinema — but the 
South has the powertiouse film 
industry, thanks to protectionist 
quotas that have kept Hollywood 
product from swamping local 
screens. South Korean cinema 
has earned a global reputation for 
pushing the envelope with genre 
freak-outs like Park Chan-wook's 
ultraviolent Oldboy (left), a 
Quentin Tarantino favorite, and 
Bong Joon-ho's monster movie The Host (right), the all-time domestic box-office champ. 
Bucking the extreme-cinema trend are more contemplative directors like Hong Sang-soo, an 
adroit chronicler of the battle of the sexes, and Lee Chang-dong. an ex-novelist who briefly 
served as the country's minister of culture. CHECK OUT: koreanfilm.org 
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Sometimes I wake up 
with a lot of pain, but 
I liave a secret weapon: 
an unbelievable sense 
of self beUef." 

- Jeanette Lee, aka "Black Widow' 



I will nollo 



be heard! iwillnotlose.org 
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BEST TRANSITION FROM 
COSBY KID TO DISNEY'S 
MOST VALUABLE ASSET: 
Raven-Symone 

Having netted Disney 
an estimated $400 
million, the child star for- 
merly known as Olivia 
Kendall on The Cosby 
Show (NBC, 1989-1992) 
has grown up to be the 
most successful member 
of the Cosby clan. "I 
heard through the grape- 
vine that Bill is very proud 
of me," Raven-Symon6 
has said, "and that's all I 
can ask for." Truth is, the 
22-year-old Georgia 
peach, whose acting 
rdsum^ includes starring 
roles in Hangin' With 
Mr. Cooper {f^BC, 1993- 
1997), Dr Doolittle (20th 
Century Fox, 1998), and 
The Cheetah Girls (Disney 
Channel, 2004), has ac- 
complished more than 
most of her peers. She's 
played psychic teen 
Raven Baxter on the 
Disney Channel's highest- 
rated/longest-running 
series, That's So Raver), 
since 2003; released three 
solo R&B albums; and 
launched ravensymone 
presents.com, a how-to 
lifestyle site for young 
women. Dm. ..watch 
out, Oprah. 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
Raven-Symond stars 
opposite Martin Lawrence 
in College Road Trip (Walt 
Disney) this March, and 
co-stars with fellow 
Disney diva Miley Cyrus 
{Hannah Montana) in 
Further Adventures in 
Babysitting (Walt Disney), 
a remake of the classic 
1 987 Adventures in 
Babysitting (Touchstone) 
later this year. She's also 
releasing her fourth studio 
album, on Hollywood 
Records, in March, featur- 
ing tracks from R&B 
singer Mario's production 
team, Knightwritaz. 

BEST BRACE-FACE: 
America Ferrera 

It only took one season 
for the Emmy-nabbing 
actress with a tin grin to 
transform from Betty from 




RAVEN-SYMONf 



the block into America's 
sweetheart. The 
Honduran, Cali-bred 
Ferrera made cover lines 
as the star of ABC's Ugly 
Betty, an adaptation of 
the Colombian telenovela 
Yo Soy Betty, La Fea in 
2006. But Fererra, 23, 
first broke the Hollywood 
mold in 2004 when she 
starred in Real Women 
Have Curves (HBO) as the 
voluptuous and confident 
Anna Garcia — a role that 
landed her an '02 
Sundance Film Festival 
Special Jury Prize for 
Acting. In '05, she co- 
starred in 7776 Sisterhood 
of the Traveling Pants 
(Warner Bros. Pictures), 
and last year, her role in 



Betty netted her a Golden 
Globe Award for Best 
Performance by an 
Actress in a Television 
Series. Still, Ferrera's 
looking to shine even 
brighter this year — and 
not just because of her 
$10 million Lloyd's- 
insured smile. "I hope to 
be acting until I'm playing 
the role of Grandma," she 
said after her Emmy win. 
"I'll sleep when no one 
wants to hire mel" 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
Look out for Ferrera in 
The Sisterhood of the 
Traveling Pants 2 (Warner 
Bros. Pictures) in August, 
alongside Blake Lively, 
Alexis Bledel, and 
Amber Tamblyn. 
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THE TAKEOVER From plays to DVDs, books, TV, and movies, TYLER PERRY isn't just cornering 
the entertainment market he's building his own studio complex. Relax and take notes 



IN THE MID 1990s Tyler Perry wets a used-car salesmein 
and aspiring playwright — hardly anyone's idea of a 
budding media mogul. Since then he's stuck to a 
simple populist formula and is now poised to truly run 
things. Just how did he pull it off? Let's review. 

STEP1: CREATE aka Know Your Audience 

Perry's self-financed 1998 gospel musical / Know I 
Have Been Changed was designed to over-appeal 
to his target demo: Christian, female, and African 
American. Next, he took the show on the road, mak- 
ing waves throughout what used to be called the 
"chitlin circuit" — now referred to as urban theater. 
Perry's signature character, Mabel Simmons aka 
Madea — a wisecracking, gun-toting grandmother 
played by Perry in drag — was far from a critical dar- 
ling. "Minstrel shows are probably more progres- 
sive," sniffed use professor Todd Boyd. "It's hard 
to understand how in modern times someone would 
be able to make a career out of such images." It may 
have been controversial, but it also gave the writer- 
director a platform to translate his $150 mdlion- 
grosslng plays to the big screen. Perry's 2005 film 
debut. Diary Of A Mad Black Woman (Lionsgate), 
shot for a mere $5 million (half of which Penry anted 
up himself), grossed $50 million at the box office. 
And his first book. Don't Make A Black Woman Take 
Off Her Earrings (Riverhead), topped the New York 
Times Best Seller list in April 2006. No wonder Perry 
doesn't waste time listening to critics. 

STEP 2: PRODUCE aka Scared Money 
Don't Make None 

That Perry is now in full control became abundantly 
clear when he paid $7 million In 2006 for the property 
that became Tyler Perry Studios, one of the first 
African-American-owned film and TV studios ever 
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The 75,000 square-foot 
Atlanta complex, which 
houses soundstages, televi- 
sion studios, and movie 
sets, ensures Peng's ideal 
work environment in which, 
he's said, "nobody's looking 
over my shoulder, nobody's 
breathing down my neck." 
He's already shot parts of two of his Lionsgate- 
distributed films there, as well as his sitcom House 
of Payne. Perry put up $5 million of his own money 
for 1 0 initial episodes of Payne even before hammer- 
ing out a pact with TBS. Its debut went on to t>ecome 
the most-watched show in the cable network's his- 
tory, averaging 5.2 million viewers. Peny is already 
directing the eariy 2008 family comedy Meet The 
Browns, which he plans to spin off into a television 
series shot at — ^you guessed it — ^Tyler Perry Studios. 

STEP 3: DISTRIBUTE aka Feed The People 

Because he was willing and able to put up his own 
money when nobody else believed in him. Perry re- 
tains all rights to his films and television show. With 
Diary of a Mad Black Woman, Madea's Family 
Reunion, Daddy's Little Girls, and Why Did I Get 
Married? collectively grossing more than $200 million. 
Perry's distribution deal with independent studio 
Lionsgate could see him earn $500 to $600 million 
over the next five years. Perry's television deal with 
TBS is also a rarity. His contract, worth a reported 
$200 million, calls for him to shoot 100 episodes of 
House Of Payne, enough to guarantee immediate 
syndication. And where will he syndicate? "I see my- 
self owning an entire network," Perry has said, "where 
the shows are all inspirational, all positive, all em- 
powering." More power to him. Keith Murphy 




'cause I know you love 
me," Patton says. Awww. 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
In May, Paula stars oppo- 
site Kiefer Sutheriand in 
the psychological thriller 
Mirrors (20th Century Fox, 
2008); later this year, she 
joins Kevin Costner in the 
campaign comedy Swing 
Vote (Touchstone, 2008), 
portrays a female pimp 
in This Wednesday (Lloyd 
Entertainment, 2008), and 
plays a social worker in 
Push (Lee Daniels 
Entertainment, 2008). 

BEST STAR TURN BY 
ASTONER:Kal Penn 

Hilarious New Jersey- 
bred Kalpen Modi (he 
changed his name when an 
agent suggested it would 
appeal more to casting 
directors) entered the 
hearts and minds of weed 
heads everywhere after 
showing off his lung capac- 
ity in 2004's super-stoned, 
supersmart Harold & 
Kumar Go To White Castle 
(New Line Cinema). But his 
dramatic role in Mira Nair's 
gorgeous The Namesake 
(Fox Searchlight, 2007) and 
short stint on FOX's 24 
proved there is more to him 
than blunts and munchies. 
This spring, Penn will flex 
his brain cells instead of 
killing them as a guest 
professor at the University 
of Pennsylvania, where he's 
teaching two Asian- 
American Studies courses. 
"My goal was always to do 
drama and comedy," Penn 
has said. "I enjoy making 
people think and feel emo- 
tions they weren't prepared 
to feel when they walked 
into the theater" Who's 
laughing now? 
COMING AnRACnONS: 
In April, Penn is a victim 
of racial profiling when 
he's mistaken for a terror- 
ist by airport employees 
in Harold & Kumar Escape 
From Guantanamo Bay 
(New Line Cinema, 2008). 
He's also set to appear in 
the office comedy Under 
New Management (Bauer 
Martinez, 2008) and 
Margaret Cho's Two 
Sisters (ABC Family, 2008). 



JAMIE 



MOST LIKELY TO MAKE IT 
THROUGH WflVWf: 
Jamie Hector 

Don't confuse Jamie 
Hector, the ambi- 
tious actor, with Mario 
Stanfield, the murderous 
dope-dealing kingpin he 
has portrayed on HBO's 
The Wire since 2004. 
"We have some of the 
same qualities, like the 
discipline that he carries, 
not drinking, and know- 
ing what he wants and 
going after it," says the 
Brooklyn native. "But as 
far as the 20 row-house 
bodies are concerned? 
Nah, I'm not into that." 

Hector, who stead- 
fastly refuses to reveal 
his age or how he ob- 
tained the trademark 
scar that covers part 
of the left side of his 
face, made his first 
moves in Hollywood 
on the strength of small 
roles in Spike Lee's 1 998 
He Gof Game (Buena 
Vista), Ghost Dog: The 
Way of the Samurai 
(Artisan Entertainment, 
1999), and Paid in Full 
(Roc-A-Fella Films, 2002) 
before he landed the 
part of Mario. But after 
three seasons, he's 
ready to break free 
from the block. 

"Mario gave people 
a chance to know me," 
says Hector, who filmed 
two episodes of Heroes 
(NBC) last fall before the 
Writers Guild of America 
strike halted production. 
"But now you're going 
to get a chance to know 
Jamie Hector and under- 
stand that he can do 
extraordinary work." 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
After the series finale 
of The Wire in March, 
Hector joins Mos Def 
and Kerry Washington 
in the family drama 
Bury Me Standing (Duly 
Noted, Inc.). He'll also 
play Christopher 
"Notorious B.I.G." 
Wallace's childhood 
friend Damien "D-Roc" 
Butler in the upcoming 
Biggie biopic Notorious 
(Fox Searchlight, 2009). 



BEST EYE CANDY TURNED 
SILVER SCREEN SIREN: 
Meagan Good 

Meagan Good and 50 
Cent's conjugal visit 
during his video for 2003's 
"21 Questions" is the stuff 
of every man's dreams, 
but the 26-year-old Santa 
Glarita, Calif., native is 
more than a video vixen. 
The sexy cameo was 
simply a quick intermis- 
sion from her busy film 
career. Since Good's 
breakout role in Eve's 
Bayou (Trimark, 1997), 
she's starred in a bevy of 
Hollywood hits, including 
campy cult classic 
D.E.B.S. (Samuel 
Goldwyn, 2004), and the 
Bonnie and Clyde update 
Waist Deep (Focus 
Features, 2006) alongside 
Tyrese Gibson. With two 
new flicks this year and 
her newly formed produc- 
tion company Freedom 
Bridge Entertainment 
(a joint project with Ty 
Hodges, Marlon Ollivierre, 
and Tamara LaSeon Bass), 
Good is edging closer to 
becoming a leading lady. 
"I've done pretty much 
everything I've set out to 
do by the age I set out to 
do it," Good has said. 
"Now, I want to do some- 
one's life story.... I'd love 
to do Aaliyah's." There's 
a thought — age being 
nothing but a number. 
And it doesn't hurt that 
Good's resume isn't the 
only thing that's stacked. 
COMING AHRACnONS 
Good co-stars in the Mike 
Myers comedy The Love 
Guru (Paramount, 2008) 
with Jessica Alba and 
Justin Timberlake this 
June, as well as the up- 
coming Japanese horror 
remake One Missed Call 
(Warner Bros. Pictures, 
2008). She's also produc- 
ing and starring in indie 
film Sundays in Fort 
Greene (Mandalay 
Alliance Entertainment). 

FASTEST LEAP FROM 
COVER ART TO COVER 
GIRL Paula Patton 

Thank God for writer's 
block. Otherwise, 



traffic-stopping beauty 
Paula Patton would be 
producing blockbusters 
instead of starring in 
them. Before the 
University of Southern 
Califomia School of 
Cinematic Arts magna 
cum laude grad worked 
her first red carpet, she 
started in Tinseltown as 
an aspiring filmmaker, 
then decided to take a 
shot at screenwriting — 
unsuccessfully. "I was 
like. Stop lying to your- 
self," says the 32-year-old 
Los Angeles-bom ac- 
tress. A handful of theater 
classes and casting calls 
later, she snagged a small 
part in Will Smith's ro- 
mantic comedy Hitch 
(Columbia Pictures, 2005), 
then hopscotched from 
extra to leading lady In 
OutKast's 2006 Idlewild 
(Universal Pictures). 
Patton credits Andre 
Benjamin with popping 
her proverbial cherry 
when they steamed up 
theaters with her on- 
screen "first." "I've only 
had one love scene," she 
says, "and that was with 
Andre. It was sweet, but it 
was reeilly hard because I 
was engaged, and it felt 
wrong," says Patton, 
who also worked with 
Denzel Washington in 
Deja Vu (Touchstone 
2006)." 

Patton's hubby of 
two years, R&B singer 
Robin Thicke, keeps 
his cool while his 
leading lady steals 
hearts on the 
big screen (she 
graced the cover 
of his 2003 /\ 
Beautiful World 
[Nu America/ 
Interscope] 
in the nude). 
"He's like, 
'If that's one 
compromise 
I have to 
make, I can 
handle it, 
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HARDEST-WORKING 
HOLLYWOOD HUSTLER: 
Malcolm Goodwin 

Malcolm Goodwin, 
36, started out on 
the small screen playing 
the obligatory black- 
newbie role as hoodrat/ 
gangsta/drug dealer on 
shows like Law & Order, 
eventually nickel-and- 
diming his way straight 
to the set of Get Rich 
or Die Tryin' (Paramount, 
2005). His relentless grind 
finally paid off with a 
standout role as high- 
strung street soldier 
Jimmy Zee in 2007's 
American Gangster 
(Universal Pictures, 2007). 



COMING ATTRACTIONS 

This year, Goodwin is 
still getting his Frank 
Lucas on, jacking up 
scripts, two at a time. 
April's a big month for 
Goodwin — he'll be playing 
the field in the romantic 
comedy Leattiertieads 
(Universal Pictures, 2008), 
starring George Clooney, 
and shot-calling with Hugh 
Jackman in the sexually 
charged thriller 777e List 
(20th Century Fox, 2008). 
You can also catch him in 
the upcoming The Heaven 
Project (Sony Pictures, 
2008) and the Spike Lee 
joint Miracle at St. Anna 
(Buena Vista, 2009). 
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BEST RECOVERY FROM 
AN INTERNET SCANDAL: 
Vanessa Anne Hudgens 

Chances are, the first 
time you heard about 
Hudgens, 19, was last 
September when a group 
of risque photos (including 
one nude shot) of 
the barely legal Filipino/ 
Chinese/Native American/ 
Irish/Spanish actress 
turned up on the 'net. 
Career suicide, right? 
Hardly. For the Google- 
worthy California native, 
who has held down the 
teen set on the Disney 
Channel in the Emmy- 
winning High School 
Musical (2006), The Suite 
Ufe ofZack S Cody (2006), 
- ^ and High School 

Musical 2 (2007), it was 
merely another coming- 
of-age moment. /\mid 
rumors of her getting boot- 
ed from the cast of 
Disney's forthcoming High 
School Musical 3 (specula- 
tion arose that fellow 
Disney cutie and Cheetah 
Girls star Adrienne Ballon 
would take her place on 
the cast), the teeny-bopper 
was forced to grow up 
overnight by taking respon- 
sibility for her actions and 



making nice with her young 
fans, "With the Internet 
these days, you don't have 
a personal life," she ex- 
plained last year. "Nothing 
is private; Everyone knows 
everything.... I hope all my 
fans can learn from my 
mistake and make smart 
decisions." Armed with that 
apology and a pardon 
from the collars at Disney, 
Hudgens is equipped 
for a full-frontal attack 
on Hollywood. 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
Hudgens is set to star as 
Gabriella Montez in the 
third installment of High 
School Musical (2008). 

BEST ROCKY-ROAD- 
TO-RICHES STORY: 
Tasha Smith 

The road to redemption 
was a rough one for 
Tasha Smith, 37, star 
of Tyler Perry's wildly 
successful Why Did I 
Get Married? (Lionsgate, 
2007). Even side-by-side 
with Janet Jackson and 
Jill Scott, the spotlight 
gleamed brightest on 
Smith (also a noted 
acting coach) because 
she spent the whole film 
saying exactly what the 



audience was thinking, 
except with a fiery Oh, 
snap! Smith's real-life 
journey, from gutter to 
glory, bears a striking 
resemblance to her most 
memorable roles. Born in 
hardscrabble Camden, 
N.J., Smith was a stripper 
and coke addict during 
her eariy twenties — a 
point of reference perhaps 
for her stunningly con- 
vincing portrayal of a 
crackhead in HBO's The 
Corner in 2000. Her 
dream, though, is to play 
Donna Summer. "It will 
show the transformation 
of her life," Smith has said 
about the biopic, which is 
already in development. 
Transformation? Smith 
should nail it. 
COMING AHRACTIONS 
Later this year, she'll 
star with Ice Cube and 
Jill Marie Jones in 
Comeback (Dimension, 
2008), a drama about 
the first giri allowed to 
play Pop Warner football. 
She'll also join forces with 
Kimberiy Elise for Red Soil 
(Turning Point, 2008), a 
slavery saga set in present- 
day West Africa, and flex 
her formidable funny 
bone in Something Like 
a Business (Blue Cactus, 
2008) with Kevin Hart. 




HOMIES, LOVERS, AND FRIENDS /he te's Mara BmckAkil 

brings authentici^ to the small screened soon to the big one, too 




lis. 



Creator of Girlfriends and the compelling dramedy The 
Game (both on The CW), Mara Brock Akil, 37, is among 
the most imaginative and successful women working in 
Hollywood today. Naturally hilarious and wildly focused via 
phone from her home in Los Angeles, she took a break 
from dealing with the Writers Guild of America strike (and 
planning a forthcoming full-length romantic comedy) to 
talk about why her shows connect so deeply. 



Fifteen years ago, I was getting my foot in the door as a writer's assistant on a 
stiow called South Central. [Being on that show was] nirvana for me. It was a 
magical time in my life. After that, I was working at The Jamie Foxx Show and going 
home at night to work on the pilot for Girlfriends. The characters of South Central 
were funny, but they also took their problems seriously. In a way, that's certainly 
what I'm doing today. 

There's a lot of people from back [in the day] who have changed careers and are 
struggling. Unfortunately, it's still. When black shows are up, black writers wori<; when 
[black shows are] not, black writers are not worMng. There are black writers on a few 
hit [mainstream] shows, but they're rare. We're talking a lot about diversity within the 
Guild — this is our problem. I'm ready to speak up, [to say], You don't see value in 
writers of color There are a lot of good writers out here, but there are not a lot of 
me — people who look like us — in these [hiring] positions. 

We have so many stories we want to tell on The Game. There are so many roads 
we can go down. I never want my characters to be one-dimensional. We have a strong 
vision and an excellent writing staff, and I can't speak enough of the cast; their chemistry 
is special and rare. The challenge is that it's 19 minutes of storytelling... we have six 
characters to serve, not to mention the guest cast. Sometimes a character has only 
two lines per show, and they're all capable of carrying the load of a whole episode. 
We write to the real jeopardy in life, and the black audience is hungry for authentic 
characters. I've heard the cry. Can you please make The Game an hour? I'd love to. 

I'm growing and evolving as a writer... there is more drama in The Game — it's by 
design. We're so thankful to the audience. . .they've allowed us to do the things we're 
doing. This year we wanted to come out blazing. To be true to wrhere the stories are. 

As told to DSW 



BEST UNDERGROUND 
RAPPER-TURNED- 
MAINSTREAM ACTOR: 
Dante "MosDef" Smith 

Monster's Ball 
(Lionsgate Films, 
2001). Brown Sugar {20th 
Century Fox, 2002). The 
Italian Job (Paramount 
Pictures, 2003). The 
Woodsman (Dash Films, 
2004). 76 Blocks (Warner 
Bros., 2006). Who would 
have guessed the highlight 
of all these great films 
would be that full-lipped, 
chocolate Brooklyn B-boy 
who rhymed about back- 
sides in 1999's "Ms. Fat 
Booty"? Today, Mos Def. 
34 — who first appeared 
on-screen in 1988's God 
Saved the Child (ABC) 
and jump-started his 
acting career with stints 
on Brooklyn South (CBS, 

1997) , Sp/nC/fy (ABC, 

1998) , and NYPD Blue 



(ABC, 1997)— is respected 
as more than a backpack- 
ing hip hop purist. He's 
become the thinking per- 
son's sex symbol, as well 
as an actor's actor with 
Emmy and Golden Globe 
nominations for his role in 
HBO's Something the Lord 
Made (2004). His resume 
makes casting directors 
do a double take. "I've 
been acting since I was a 
teenager," Mos has said. 
"But no one finds out 
about you until you've 
been working for 1 5 or 20 
years." Oh, Mos, the smart 
kids have been following 
you since Bed-Stuy. 
COMING AnRACTIONS 
After starring with Jack 
Black in January's Be 
Kind Rewind (New Line 
Cinema), Mos Def is 
slated to appear in 
Benny Boom's Next Day 
Air (Paramount, 2008), 



the romantic comedy 
Bobby Zero (Duly Noted, 
Inc., 2008), the drama 
Bury Me Standing (Duly 
Noted, Inc., 2008), William 
H. Macy's directorial 
debut Keep Coming Back 
(Alta Films, 2008), and 
Little Scarlet (HBO, 2009), 
based on Walter Mosley's 
novel of the same name. 

LEAST LIKELY TO BE 
PIGEONHOLED: 
Melonie Diaz 

You'd have a better 
chance of seeing 
Melonie Diaz portray a 
rebellious, graffiti-writing 
lesbian — like she did in 
2007's indie femme flick 
Itty Bitty Titty Committee 
(Power Up) — than the 
typecast ethnic in a 
Hollywood blockbuster "I 
don't do the Latina Ghetto 
Giri," Diaz said last year. 
"I may be jobless. ..but I 




have to keep my integrity." 
At 23, the ambitious 
ingenue is all about taking 
versatile, offbeat roles and 
steeringclearofstereotypes — 
making an art out of 
playing the unapologeticalty 
unconventional teenager 
throughout her short but 
catapulting career. Since 
the New York City-born 
actress first broke out 
as gossip giri Melonie 
in 2002's coming-of-age 
comedy/drama Raising 
Victor Vargas (Samuel 
Goldvi^yn), she's racked 
up roles in Lords of 
Dogtown (Columbia 
Pictures, 2005), A Guide 
to Recognizing Your Saints 
(Belladonna Productions, 
2006) — which features a 
not-to-miss rooftop 



rendezvous with Shia 
LaBeouf — and, most 
recently. Be Kind Rewind 
(New Line Cinema, 2008), 
with Jack Black and Mos 
Def. Having worked with 
heavy hitters Ftotiert 
Downey Jr, Heath Ledger, 
and Omarion, Diaz is 
already becoming a pro at 
navigating the treacherous 
It Giri waters — and she's 
sailing along at a quick clip. 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
This year, Diaz joins 
Mischa Barton and Z6e 
Kravitz in Assassination of 
a High School President 
(Yari Film Group, 2008), 
steals Nick Cannon's heart 
in American Son (Map 
Point, 2008), and acts like 
a drama student in Hamlet 
2 (Bona Fide, 2008). 
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LOS ESTADOS UNIDOS DE TELEVISlfiN 

In the future, all television will be (at least a little bit) Spanish 



In early December of last year, when Spanish-language 
channel Univislon aired the finale of the popular tele- 
novela Destilando Amor, they t>eat out established 
broadcast networks ABC, CBS. NBC. and FOX in the 
Nielsen ratings' 18-34 age range, raking in an average of 
nine million viewers. In a country where English is osten- 
sibly the national language, it was a telling achievement: 
The coveted youth market is increasingly watching 
Spanish programming. And the paper 
trail leads there, too — last year, adver- 
tisers droppjed more than $3 billion on 
the coveted American Latino viewer. 

"The market is catching up to us," 
says Danny Crowe, president and co- 
founder of LATV, a bilingual, bicultural 
network based in Los Angeles. "Other established media 
companies are trying to target the same audience that 
we've been targeting." LATV launched in 2001 and is now 
syndicated in 20 cities. It's a small fry up against Univislon 
and Telemundo. though, which are the first- and second- 
largest Spanish-language stations in the States, respec- 
tively. The latter is also the second-largest Spanish-language 
content provider in the world, producing its own shows in 
studk)s it owns in Miami, Mexico City, Bogota, and L.A. 

But as Telemundo and Univislon, with their slates of 
telenovelas. are targeting Spanish speakers, others are 
gunning for the young bilingual, bicultural Latino — the 
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fastest-growing faction of Hispanlcs in the U.S. Spanish 
is being sprinkled into shows like ABC's Ugly Betty, 
NBC's Heroes, and CBS's Cane. In 2004, Telemundo 
began closed-captioning select novelas in English, and 
last year, the station added Mas Vale Tarda, a talk show 
in both English and Spanish. Telemundo also operates 
mun2, a music-video channel geared toward bilinguals. 
"Not only is mun2 a successful business," says Don 
Browne, President of Telemundo, 
"but it is a lab of bilingual, bicultural, 
young Hispanlcs whom we're using 
to predict the future. We're incorpo- 
rating that research in our writings 
and the shows we produce." 
Other networks have followed suit. 
In 2006, ABC commissioned Ugly Betty, a version of 
Colombian telenovela Yo Soy Betty, La Fea. That same 
year, MTV launched bilingual station Tr3s. Moving in the 
other direction, ABC's Desperafe Housewives will be re- 
cast this spring on Univislon as Amas de Casas 
Desesperadas. Browne says a number of Telemundo's 
novelas could be ultimately adapted in English for NBC, 
which owns the channel. 'The growth of the Latino popu- 
lation in the States is dramatic," he says, "People try to 
reduce this [phenomenon] to language. It's not about 
language — it's about cultural relevance." 

Julianne Shepherd 
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more fame, even In the 
face of skeptics ready to 
toss her (and her booty) 
Into the tcibloid trash 
heap, thanks to her hit E! 
reality show Keeping Up 
With the Kardashians. "I'm 
actually really surprised," 
Kim says of the ratings 
success of show, which 
follows her delightfully 
dysfunctional Los 
Angeles-based family, 
including rambunctious 
sisters Kourtney, 28, and 
Khioe, 23, momager Kris 
Jenner, and stepdad, for- 
mer Olympic decathlon 
legend Bruce Jenner. 
"Ryan Seacrest, our pro- 
ducer, knew our whole 
family," Kim explains of 
the program's origin. 
"Every time he'd see us, 
he'd be like, 'You guys 
need your own show — 
you're always fighting.'" 

There are the usual 
reality-show hijinks In 
Keeping Up, but with 
Kardashian je ne sais 
quoi: Kim posing for 
Playboy as her "disap- 
proving" stepdad pro- 
tests; bonding with a 
homeless man the fam 
sheltered and cleaned 
up; and the frenzy 
sparked by news of ex- 
plicit photos of Kourtney 
going public. "My sisters 
look at stuff about them- 
selves on the Internet 
that say the meanest 
things and they start 
laughing," Kim says. "It's 
funny — I haven't made 
the best choices in the 
past, but it's lightened 
my mood and spirit." 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
In addition to expanding 
her L.A. boutique Dash, 
there's also a clothing 
line, book deal, and calen- 
dar in the works. Keeping 
Up With the Kardashians 
has also been renewed for 
a second season, but Kim 
is looking beyond. She 
has filmed four episodes 
of teen surfing drama 
Beyond the Break (The N) 
and has a cameo in the 
upcoming Tracy Morgan 
comedy Deep in the Valley 
(Persistent Entertainment, 
2008). Ray J who? 
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THE 2008 TRIPLE THREAT: 
Ciara Princess Harris 

With her platinum- 
selling albums 
(2004's Goodies and 
2006's Ciara: The 
Evolution, both on LaFace/ 
Zomba) and an arsenal of 
athletic dance moves, 
Ciara, 22, has more than 
earned her status as "First 
Lady of Cmnk & B." But 
forget the same old song 
and dance — what CiCi 
really wants to do is act. "I 
just want to be an amazing 
actress," she's said. "I'm 
looking forward to a great 
career and ... many more 
film experiences." So when 
acclaimed playwright/ 
director Charles Randolph- 
Wright cast Ciara as the 
lead in Mama, I Want to 
Sing! (Codeblack 
Entertainment, 2008), the 
film adaptation of the clas- 
sic 1 983 off-Broadway 
gospel musical, she didn't 
back down from the chal- 
lenge. While she certainly 
isn't the first singer to make 
the leap from songstress 
to actress, Ciara is banking 
on her unshakable drive 
(she once broke up with 
a high-school boyfriend to 
focus on her music career) 
to help add cinema to her 
growing repertoire. 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
Ciara stars with Patti 
LaBelle, Billy Zane, 
Hill Harper, Kim Porter, 
Bobby Valentino, Ralph 
E. Tresvant, and Lynn 
Whitfield in Mama, I 
Want to Sing! this year. 

BEST ALIEN IN A TUTU 
Zo«Saldalfa 

I don't understand la- 
bels. I don't need any- 
body to tell me I'm Latins, 
or black, or anything else," 
Zoe Saldai^a has said. "I 
just want to be given the 
same consideration as 
everybody else, and so far 
that has been happening." 
Word. This 57', almond- 
eyed Dominican actress 
is ridiculously gorgeous — 
but she's a blockbuster 
in more ways than one. 
Saldana, 29, is a bilingual 
talent an inch away from 
Hollywood's A-list. The 
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classically trained dancer 
from Queens, N.Y., was 
on point in 2000's Center 
Stage (Columbia Pictures), 
her big-screen debut, and 
went on to make noise 
in 2002's Drumline (Fox 
2000). Along with standout 
appearances in 2005's 
Guess Who (Columbia 
Pictures) with Bernie Mac 
and Ashton Kutcher, and 
an odd spot on NBC's 
Law & Order franchise, 
Saldana was tapped by 
Gore Verbinski for 2003's 
Pirates of the Caribbean: 
The Curse of the Black 
Pearl (Walt Disney) and 
by Steven Spieltserg 
for 20O4's The Terminal 
(DreamWori<s). Saldana 
currently shares the 
screen with Forest 
Whitaker and Dennis 
Quaid in Vantage Point 
(Columbia Pictures, 2008). 
COMING ATTRACTIONS 
Seems Saldana is all about 
outer space: She stars 
with Sigourney Weaver 
and Michelle Rodriguez 
in James Cameron's eariy 
'09 sci-fi thriller /\va(ar, 
and will have a high-profile 
role in J.J. Abrams' heavily 
hyped Star Trek prequel 
(Paramount) as iconic 
space babe Lieutenant 
Nyota Uhura this 
December Geeks, rejoice. 

MOST LIKELY TO TURN 
DOWN THE NBA FOR 
HOLLYWOOD: Percy 
"Romeo" Miller 

After scoring his first 
major role — at the 
age of 11 — in 2001 's Max 
Keeble's Big Move (Walt 
Disney) and starring in 
everything from his dad's 
Still 'Bout It (New No Limit, 
2004) to Nickelodeon's 
Romeo! (2004-present), 
the 6'r Beverly Hills High 
School point guard par- 
layed his athletic talent 
into a scholarship to 
play for the University of 
Southern California next 
season. "Getting a college 
scholarship is more impor- 
tant than winning an 
American Music Award," 
Romeo has said. "And 
I plan to be the best 
student-athlete I can be." 



But he hasn't lost his love 
for show biz: He's set to 
film Sweetvi/ater (Sunset, 
2008), in which he'll portray 
young Sweetwater Clifton, 
the first black player signed 
to an NBA team, later this 
year. Yes, the kid has skills. 
COMING AHRACTIGNS 
Romeo stars with Gary 
Busey in the football dra- 
ma Down and Distance 
(Gorilla, 2008). He's also in 
talks to star in TTie King of 
Malibu, a sitcom reminis- 
cent of Will Smith's The 
Fresh Prince of Bel- Air 
(NBC, 1990-1996). 

SEXIEST REALITY-SHOW 
STAR: Kim Kardashian 

Kim Kardashian's first 
film credit is an infa- 
mous sex tape with her 
ex-boyfriend, singer Ray 
J: Kim Kardashian 
Superstar (Vivid 
Entertainment, 2007) — she 
sashayed her way into 
Hollywood with nothing 
but a big ol' butt, an even 
bigger trust fund, and a 
smile. "Why not show it 
off?" she says of the asset 
that keeps the paparazzi 
popping. "I have nothing 
to hide — I'm proud of my 
curves." But the celeb- 
social ite-tumed-realrty- 
show-darling is poised for 
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The tranquility of Bar 89, an upscale NYC 
burger joint, is shattered by an obnoxious out- 
burst. Heads whip around the restaurant's long, 
dark bar, searching for its source. 

"I want to be a big fuckin' star like Michael 
Jackson," continues Tracy Morgan loudly, ignor- 
ing the stares. "I'm still reaching for Thriller sta- 
tus!" Eyes roll. A few people chuckle. It's clear the 
comic rarely enters a room without making his 
presence felt. 

Dressed in a gray Sean John sweat suit and 
fresh construction Timbs, Morgan appears unas- 
suming — at least until he opens his mouth. The 
patrons who don't immediately identify Morgan 
by face recognize his jarring whine — even before 
they peep the 30 Rock logo etched into his fade. 
Morgan feeds off the attention. He's been known 
to leave a trail of stunned talk-show hosts in his 
wake by appearing either tipsy or just plain 
crazy — as when he appeared on an ABC affiliate 
to promote a comedy show in El Paso, Texas: 
"Somebody gonna get pregnant while I'm in 
town," he said, peeling off his shirt to expose a 
jiggling gut. "Two days. Watch!" 

In person, Morgan looks younger than his 39 
years. He speaks candidly, but he's extremely 
deliberate. And his eyes — wounded, wary — reveal 
a man who has cried more than he's laughed. 
Much like his friend, the rapper Ghostface Killah, 
Morgan's lines are seemingly random but still in- 
sanely specific. In short, there is a method to his 
madness. 

"They think all funny people are crazy," says 
Morgan. "You gotta be crazy to lose your sense 
of humor in this fucked-up world we live in." 

Bom in the Bronx, N.Y.. in 1968. Morgan 
stumbled onto the comedy scene out of sheer 
hunger — at 1 7, he was married (to his high-school 
sweetheart Sabina) with a son on the way. He was 
broke, with a family depending on him, and life 
was far from funny. "I'm a hustler," he admits now 
without apology. "I scalped tickets. I sold crack. 
Wherever there's a dollar, I'ma do it." He recalls 
the day he saw the line in front of Harlem's 
legendary Uptown Comedy Club stretching down 
the block — that's when he first realized the 
potential to profit from his hyperactive sense of 
humor This hustler mentality kicked in and 
Morgan immediately enrolled in the club's 
comedy workshop. 

"It was very difficult raising my family, but my 
wife, who's a really beautiful person, believed in 
me," says Morgan. "It's hard to come home, tell 
your wife and three kids that you're going to be 
a fucking comedian with a propeller hat on — and 
she stick by you." 

After seeing Martin Lawrence hosting a live 
taping of HBO's Del Comedy Jam in 1 993, he was 
inspired to audition for the show. "It was like 
Malcolm X meeting Elijah Muhammad," Morgan 
says of the man who would become his mentor. 
Morgan credits Lawrence with showing him how 
to turn everyday life into comic material. "Martin 
used to make me do exercises," he says anima- 



tedly, "like put an apple on the table, and tell me 
to 'find the funny in it.'" Six months after hooking 
up with Lawrence, Morgan made his Dei Comedy 
debut. Russell Simmons' uncensored stand-up 
series proved to t»e the perfect vehicle for 
Morgan's uproarious shtick. As hard as it was to 
stand out among a talented lineup of in-everent, 
curse-spitting cutups, Tracy had no problem hi- 
jacking the show. 

"Tracy is reality TV without being reality TV," 
says Bob Sumner, producer of Def Comedy Jam. 
"Tracy wasn't trying to be like nobody else. 
That's not only what I saw, that's what Martin 
saw." Lawrence soon cast his young protege in 
a recurring role in his FOX sitcom Martin as 
"Hustle Man." 

In 1996, Morgan made the ultimate comedic 
crossover when he joined the cast of NBC's leg- 
endary Saturday Night Live. During his seven-year 
stint, he thrived in a way reminiscent of SNL vet 
Eddie Murphy by utilizing the show as a play- 
ground for a gang of wacky characters like the 
slick-talking Astronaut Jones, the bootleg- 
baseball-peddling Dominican Lou, and the 
animal-loving Brian Fellow. 



Unhinged from the first episode, Tracy Jordan — a 
stand-up comic tumed eccentric screen star — 
eventually had a televised nervous breakdown. 
The scene, in which he brandishes a light saber 
in highway traffic, recalls Lawrence's similar, 
much-publicized 1996 "episode" on L.A.'s 
Ventura Boulevard. Morgan, though, dismisses 
all notions of spoofing his hero. "Look, Martin is 
my friend," he said at the time. "We're not out 
here to burn Martin." 

Meanwhile, 30 Rock's come under fire. A re- 
cent New York Times article cited the show as a 
prime example of sitcoms whose jokes about 
race are largely written by whites. "I am not 
speaking for all black entertainers," he says, vis- 
ibly incensed at the critique, "but we're making 
fun of all races. Let's not be sensitive about the 
shit, it's just comedy. We should make fun of 
fucking racism, that's the generation I come 
from — Archie Bunker, The Jeffersons. I hate this 
politically correct bullshit — it's killing comedy. 
It's okay to make fun of white people, but the 
minute sometxKly makes fun of us, we want to 
get sensitive. Funny muthafuckas insult 
everybody." 

As Tracy's star began to climb, his alcohol 
abuse spun out of control. Although he's often 
accused of performing his stand-up sauced up, 
he denies getting drunk before hitting the stage. 



"I HATE THIS POLITICALLY CORRECT BULLSH*T-IT'S KILLING COMEDY. 
IT'S OKAY TO MAKE FUN OF WHITE PEOPLE, BUT THE MINUTE 
SOMEBODY MAKES FUN OF US, WE WANT TO GET SENSITIVE." 



"When I first got there, I went through that 
inferiority complex," Morgan says. "I come from 
a worid of black and now I'm in a worid of white, 
so it was a culture shock for me. But I had good 
people around me, like Lorne Michaels," whom 
Morgan has likened to Obi-Wan Kenobi. "He 
brought me in his office one day and said, 'Tracy, 
you're not here because you're black, you're here 
because you're funny,'" Morgan recalls with a 
serious expression. "I never forgot that jewel. I'm 
where I'm at career-wise because I'm funny — 
undeniably funny." 

In 2003, he moved out to L.A. to star in his own 
short-lived NBC sitcom, TTie Tracy Morgan Show, 
loosely based on his own life as a blue-collar 
family man. Despite having ace production duo 
Marcy Carsey and Tom Werner (TTie Cosby Show 
[NBC, 1 984-1 992]) attached, the show was can- 
celed after one season due to poor ratings. "It 
was critically acclaimed, but I was coming fresh 
off of SNL, and I just think America wasn't ready 
to see Brian Fellow with a family," he explains. "If 
I could do it all over again, I would have waited a 
year to let the dust settle." 

In 2006, Morgan landed the role as Tracy 
Jondan on the NBC sitcom 30 flock, produced 
by Michaels and Morgan's former SNL castmate 
Tina Fey. The show won the Emmy for Outstanding 
Comedy Series in its first season, l>eating out 
top-notch competitors like NBC's The Office, 
HBO's Entourage, and ABC's Ugly Betty. 



"My problem was after I got off stage," he says. 
"It hurts being around people you've known your 
whole life, who haven't been so successful — not 
many brothers have made it to this level. So you 
get drunk; it's easier to deal with it," he says, his 
voice getting softer. "I didn't know it was hurting 
my relationships with my wife and my kids." 

Morgan was arrested for DUI in December 
2005 and November of the following year — and 
he was hit with a misdemeanor battery complaint 
in May 2007 by South Florida radio jock Yuleika 
De Castro. "He said he wants to impregnate me," 
said the jock, who felt "violated" and "dirty" 
afterward. Morgan's wife didn't feel much better. 
Three months later Sabina filed for divorce. 

"That's one of the biggest regrets of my life," 
Morgan says now. "My wife walked away from 
me because I was of out of control. Twenty-one 
years is a long time to be married — I feel we 
beat the statistics. We got to raise our children 
together" Since their split seven months ago, 
Morgan claims he's been taking it easy. "I just 
try my best one day at a time," he says. "This 
is a very interesting chapter in my life, with the 
success of 30 Rock, and a new Ice Cube movie 
getting ready to blow," he says referring to the 
comedy flick First Sunday (Screen Gems) that 
hit theaters in January. "It's a high and a low for 
me, but that's life — up and down," Morgan says 
as he steps out into the New York night. "When 
it goes straight, you flatline." V 



The line between Tracy 
celebrated comedian, and 
"Tracy Jordan," his unhinged 
30 Rock alter ego, has blurred. 
Is Morgan's success a 
testament to his acting chops? 
Or an example of art imitating 
life? His antics-both on and 
off camera-have been 
questioned since his breakout 
on Martin and Saturday 
Night Live, but when his wife 
of 21 years broke out, Morgan 
knew he'd gone too far. 
By Damien Lemon 



On screens everywhere— movie, TV, 
computer, and more— Hollywood s usual 
suspects have been scooting over to make 
room for a fresh crop of rising talent. 
These up-and-comers haven't been 
formally introduced to Emmy or Oscar, 
yet, but we're already placing our bets. 




**Changmg the 
world. That's 
what I plan 
on doing with 
my future." 
- Tristan Wilds, 
The Wire 





**rve been ^tting 
over obstacles my 
whole life. 
This one is just 
bigger than others.** 
- Kevin Everett, 
Buffalo Bills 




THE 16 BEST MOVIE SONGS EVER WEV/IRE LAUREN LONDON INTIFADA HIP HOP 
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